
Draft Constitution Revision 6A

Proposed Amendment of January 2016 to the Constitution of Calvary Evangelical
Lutheran Church

All of the Articles of the current Constitution of Calvary Evangelical Lutheran Church are deleted
and replaced with the Articles given below.  Following the approval of this revision, the revised
Constitution will read as follows:

Calvary Evangelical Lutheran Church
Silver Spring, Maryland

Article 1- Name

The name of this congregation is: Calvary Evangelical Lutheran Church.  It is located in Silver
Spring, Maryland. 

Article 2 - Mission  

Our Mission: We are a community of believers working to transform lives by sharing the love of
God and the promise of Christ’s saving grace.  Empowered by the Holy Spirit we care for one
another and reach out to those around us with words of hope and acts of service.

Article 3 - Confessional Standard

This congregation accepts all the canonical books of the Old and the New Testaments as the
inspired Word of God and the only rule and norm of faith and practice. 

This congregation accepts all the Symbolical Books of the Evangelical Lutheran Church contained
in the Book of Concord as a true and unadulterated statement and exposition of the Word of God. 
These Symbolical Books are:

The three Ecumenical Creeds: The Apostolic Creed, the Nicene Creed, and the
Athanasian Creed

The Unaltered Augsburg Confession

The Apology of the Augsburg Confession

The Smalcald Articles

The Large Catechism of Luther and the Small Catechism of Luther

The Formula of Concord  

Article 4 - Synodical Affiliation

This congregation shall be affiliated with The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod so long as the
confessions and constitution of this Synod are in accord with the confessions and constitution of
this congregation as laid down in Article 3.

Article 5 - Members   

A. Membership 

The Voters Assembly has the responsibility for receiving members, denying membership, and
terminating membership in this congregation. The membership of our congregation includes
Baptized Members, Confirmed Members, and Voting Members who have been received into
membership by the Voters Assembly upon the recommendation of the Pastor or upon the
recommendation of the Elders of the congregation. 



Membership definitions:

1. Baptized Members are members who have been received through baptism in the name
of the Triune God, who are under the spiritual care of this congregation, and who
participate as appropriate in our worship services and activities.

2. Confirmed Members are members who have been received through baptism in the
name of the Triune God, who have received the rite of confirmation, who are under the
care of this congregation, and who participate in our worship services including
communion.

3. Voting Members are members 18 years or older who have been received through
baptism and confirmed as appropriate in the name of the Triune God, or have been
transferred from a sister congregation, or have professed or reaffirmed their faith, and who
participate in our worship services including communion and have signed the Constitution
at a meeting of the Voters Assembly or in a public worship service of our congregation.

B. Responsibilities of Members

1. Attend public worship services faithfully.

2. Partake frequently of Holy Communion after admission by the Pastor or reception into
congregational membership as appropriate.   

3. Participate in the work and activities of the church to the best of their ability.

4. Contribute toward the support of the Church as God has prospered them.

5. Provide for Christian discipleship and growth at home, through Sunday School,
Confirmation classes, Bible classes, and other programs of the congregation established
for that purpose.

6. Care for others in the church as fellow members of the Body of Christ, with compassion
and concern for the well-being and edification of all. 

7. Share willingly in the responsibility of all Christians to live compassionately toward those
in need and to spread the message of salvation in our local communities and beyond.

C. Termination of membership

Membership is terminated upon 

1. Transfer of membership to a sister congregation by the Pastor.  The Pastor will inform
the Voters Assembly of such transfers at the next meeting of the Voters Assembly.

2. Joining a congregation outside the fellowship of the congregation. The Pastor will inform
the Voters Assembly of the termination of memberships for members who have joined
such other congregations.

3. Self-exclusion, including the absence in participation in worship services for a year or
more.  The Pastor and Elders  will recommend termination of membership for reasons of
self-exclusion to the Voters Assembly for its approval.

4. Excommunication for persisting in living as manifest and impenitent sinners.  The  Pastor
and Elders will recommend excommunication to the Voters Assembly; approval requires
a two-thirds majority vote of the Voters Assembly.

Article 6 - The Organization
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A. THE VOTERS ASSEMBLY

The congregation, through the Voters Assembly, has the responsibility for determining the mission
and ministries of Calvary Evangelical Lutheran Church, for the adoption of goals and major plans,
and for the support of its staff and its members in carrying out these programs.  The Voters
Assembly has the final authority in managing the congregation’s  internal and external affairs and
must approve the purchase or disposition of real estate. The Voters Assembly is composed of all
the Voting Members of the congregation and operates in accordance with the Constitution and
the Bylaws of the congregation.  The Board of Directors shall schedule and hold a minimum of
two regular Voters Assembly meetings each fiscal year. Each Director must be a Voting Member
of the congregation. The election of Directors shall take place at the Annual Meeting of the Voters
Assembly in the fourth quarter of the fiscal year.  The Voters Assembly shall adopt a budget for
the next fiscal year no later than the Annual Meeting in the fourth quarter.  

B. THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The Board of Directors shall be the governing body of the congregation.  It is responsible for
administering the congregation’s affairs in accord with the provisions of the Constitution and the
Bylaws of the congregation. 

NOTE, April 25, 2016: In order for the officers to take office on July 1 , the election of officers by the incoming Boardst

of Directors must be elected by those incoming Directors no later than July 1 , as prescribed in the Draft Bylaws.st

Therefore the Committee moves the following amendment, replacing the first sentence of the next paragraph.  (The Draft
Bylaws require the election of Officers within two weeks of the Annual Meeting and no later than the beginning of the
new fiscal year.)

Amendment: Replace the first sentence in the following paragraph with, “Following the election
of Directors at the Annual Meeting, the incoming Board of Directors that will serve in the coming
fiscal year shall elect the Officers of the Congregation as specified in the Bylaws.”

The Board shall elect the officers of the congregation specified in the Bylaws at their first meeting. 
The officers shall be Directors and shall serve for the fiscal year.  Four officers shall be the
Trustees of the congregation. The Pastor  shall be an ex officio member of the Board of Directors,
without vote. 

The Board is responsible for the overall direction of efforts to achieve the mission and outcomes
determined by the congregation. The Board will focus on formulating goals, planning major
ministries, initiatives, and programs, and preparing the annual budget for consideration,
modification, and adoption by the Voters’ Assembly.  It will evaluate the progress of
congregational activities and will work in partnership with the Pastor(s) and staff to advance the
ministries and programs of the congregation.

The Board has the authority to develop and implement those policies and procedures required
to execute the plans approved by the Voters Assembly and those required for the proper
management and oversight of the congregation’s resources.

The Board has the responsibility for implementing the financial budget adopted by the Voters
Assembly and for operating within the budgetary limitations imposed in the Bylaws.

C. OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES

The officers of this congregation shall be voting members of the congregation and shall be such
officers as the Bylaws of the Constitution prescribe and have the authority conferred on them by
the Constitution and Bylaws.  

The committees prescribed in the Bylaws or created under the provisions of the Bylaws shall have
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no authority beyond that which has been conferred upon them in the Constitution and Bylaws.

Article 7 - Voting

It shall be the duty of every voting member to attend the Voters Assembly meetings of the
congregation.  A voting member not present during a meeting waives the right to vote; proxy
voting is not permitted.

A voting member is allowed to vote on all motions and in all elections before the Voters Assembly,
may make relevant motions on all proposed actions within the agenda of the meeting or second
such motions, and at Regular Meetings, as defined in the Bylaws, raise issues and make motions
for actions under “New Business.” 

In all matters of doctrine, the issuing of calls, the dismissal of called personnel, the
excommunication of members, the approval of amendments to the Constitution, and the approval
of amendments to the  Bylaws, a two-thirds majority of the votes cast is required.  A majority of
the votes cast shall decide all other matters.

Robert’s Rules of Order Revised shall be followed for all parliamentary procedures.

Article 8 - Ordained and Commissioned Ministers 

The right of calling ordained or commissioned ministers of religion shall be vested in the Voters
Assembly and shall not be delegated otherwise.  

Called ordained or commissioned ministers may be removed from office in Christian and lawful
order by a written ballot vote of the Voters’ Assembly for one of the following reasons: persistent
adherence to false doctrine, scandalous life, willful neglect of the duties of office, or the inability
to perform those duties.

Article 9 - Schism 

If at any time, a schism shall take place within this congregation, the advice of the President of
the Southeastern District of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod shall be sought.  If despite all
efforts to resolve differences in peace and love, a division into factions of the congregation shall
occur, the property of the congregation and all benefits connected shall remain with the majority
of the congregation

Article 10 - Amendments

Proposed amendments to this constitution must be made in writing.  They may be proposed at
any Regular Meeting of the congregation or they may be proposed by the Board of Directors.  

Any proposed amendments shall be sent to all voting members and be an agenda item for
discussion at a regular or special meeting of the Voters’ Assembly announced in at least two
consecutive Sunday worship services and held at least three weeks after the notification has been
sent to voting members.  

Following that Voters’ Assembly meeting, another Voters Assembly meeting shall be held to vote
on the proposed amendment(s) three to five weeks later with written notification to members at
worship services at two or more Sunday worship services.  

The revised constitution shall, as a condition of continued membership in the Lutheran Church
– Missouri Synod, be submitted to the President of the Southeastern District for approval.
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