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A Cold Day, But a Happy Holy Hike  
The first surprise on the hike was that 

the ground under an osage orange 

tree was covered with big, lumpy 

green balls. They were fun to toss! 

When we stopped along  

the trails, some of the kids 

read the 

Bible verses. 

            Keeping up with Boden    Santa is coming to Calvary on Dec. 7 

   at 8:30am—More information on page 6 

 

Will you be outside this year when Santa 

arrives on a firetruck? If you join the fun, you’ll 

eat a yummy breakfast, make some crafts for 

Christmas, help fill “Bags of Love” for homeless 

people, and best of all, you’ll have a chance 

to talk to Santa and get a goodie 

bag from him.  Something new this 

year: We will be collecting new, 

unwrapped toys as Christmas gifts 

for kids from families that can’t 

afford to buy them such nice toys. 

When it’s Boden’s turn to help with the sound 

system at church, he puts the headphones on 

and gets to work.  He often  handles the 

microphone when Pastor Mike is talking. “I also 

like to help my 

dad with the 

sound checks 

before the 

church service 

starts,” he says.   

 

Boden is learn-

ing to play three  

musical instru-

ments. He’s taking clarinet and electric guitar 

lessons, and he’s also 

learning to play the 

drums.  It was a special 

treat for him to get to sit 

up in front with the church 

choir so he could watch 

the “Hot Horns” in action 

when they played for a 

service recently. 

 

Boden has started to wear a little wooden 

cross that was given to his dad by his church 

when he was a child. It has been in his family 

now for at least 40 years. His dad’s minister 

might be surprised that the little cross has had 

such a long life! 

 

Boden likes his “Compacted Math” group at 

school. “They teach us all kinds of different 

math skills really fast,” he explains. “We never 

have a chance to get bored.” He also likes 

playing basketball on the school team and 

baseball and football with the KidsBall League. 

But one of his favorite sports is snowboarding. “I     

hope we get a lot of snow this winter,” Boden 

says, “so I have a chance to learn to snow-

board better and also teach my sister, Zelah, 

how to do it.” 

 

Scarlett found 

a camel to ride 

at Wheaton 

Regional Park. 

Time out to inspect an 

insect (a yellow jacket). 
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Everything that happens at Calvary is done by 
volunteers. Aside from a small handful of paid staff, 
everything having to do with the life of the church 
and the ministries you see are volunteer led and 
volunteer accomplished. That means there is an 
incredible legacy of volunteers in this church’s past 
who have given much to carry the church along to 
what it has become today. 
 
If you are a member or regular visitor at Calvary you 
are invited to become a part of this legacy as well. 
From meeting and greeting on Sunday morning to 
helping out with mission activities,  your help is 
needed and it is one way you can care for your 
church and others who are here. Please contact the 
church office or any of our volunteer coordinators to 
find out how to get involved. 

Upcoming Events 

Nov. 27—Thanksgiving Eve Worship; 7:30pm in 

the Calvary Chapel 

Dec. 1—First Sunday of Advent 

Dec. 4, 11, 18—Advent Midweek Worship; 

7:30pm in the Calvary Chapel 

Dec. 6—Setup for Breakfast with Santa; 6:30pm 

Dec. 7—Breakfast with Santa; 8:30-11am 

Dec. 10—Women of Calvary Christmas Dinner; 

6:30pm 

Dec. 22—Children’s Christmas Program in 

morning worship 

Dec. 24—Christmas Eve Worship; 7:30pm 

Dec, 25—Christmas Day Worship; 10:00am 

Dec. 25—January 1—Church office closed 

To best keep up with all the events and activities  
happening at Calvary check out the following          
resources: 
• Sunday morning bulletin and Traffic Report           

(All services recorded, CDs available in Narthex) 
• Our Bi-Monthly Crossways Newsletter 
• Our Facebook Page: Calvary Silver Spring 
• Our Website: calvarysilverspring.org 
• Pastor’s Midweek Meditations is a weekly 

devotional email that also includes event 
reminders (sign up on our website) 

• Member mailboxes in the Narthex                       
(To request a mailbox contact the church office) 

This issue’s cover features the Narthex hallway’s 
KidsChurch bulletin board. It proudly displays from 
time to time the children’s artwork, or news of what 
they have been up to. But right now, it features their 
smiles. We are all thankful to have these kids and 
their families in our midst. They bring joy to us all. 
 
Note: Some kids may not yet have had their pictures 
added to this collection. 
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story or animal book; some mysteries, humor, and 
light reading during the summer; and books about 
topics in the news.  Examples we have read are the 
classic, To Kill a Mockingbird; Racing in the Rain, a 
dog story that was recently made into a movie; I am 
Malala: The Girl Who Stood up for Education and Was 
Shot by the Taliban; The Girl on the Train, a mystery/
thriller; Outcasts United, a true story about a 
boys’ soccer team in Atlanta, made up of immigrants 
from different countries; Portuguese Irregular Verbs, 
a humorous novel about three eccentric professors; 
and The Bees, a science fiction novel about what goes 
on in a beehive. 
 
I am still haunted by a beautiful book we read years 
ago in December.  Entitled Silent Night by Stanley 
Weintraub, it is a true story about a spontaneous 
truce that broke out among lower-level British and 
German troops on Christmas Eve during World War 
I.  The book is full of details, footnotes and historical 
documentation, and I probably would not have 
attempted to read it on my own.  I’m so glad I learned 
about it, though, and read it in the Book Club. 
 
Everyone is welcome to recommend books and to 
attend book club meetings.  I usually go, even if I 
haven’t read the book, because the meetings are so 
much fun.                                                  — Margy Holley 

a very emotional moment for everyone, even those 
who had done this before. The family provided a 
bountiful lunch of beef, pork, rice, beans, guacamole, 
and hot and even hotter salsa. 
 
The following Sunday I was asked to share my 
experience with the congregation. The Pastor’s 
sermon was on the exodus and the freedom it 
provided the people of Israel. As I listened, I realized 
that we had not just built a place for this young 
family to live but provided them an exodus from a 
toxic situation and to freedom.  

Join the Bo ok Club Fun !   

I like Calvary’s book club because I get to read a lot 
of interesting books I might otherwise miss.  In turn, 
I get to recommend good books I have read that 
others might not know about.  We enjoy the 
fellowship of the group and we have fun talking 
about whether a particular book should be made 
into a movie and who could play the various 
roles.  From time to time, we make plans to 
participate in book-related mission projects, such as 
the DC Books for Prisons.  Last, but not least, we 
often have tasty snacks related in some way to the 
book being discussed. 
 
For our next meeting on December 1, we will each 
read and give a short report on a Christmas-themed 
book of our choice.   We will also decide which books 
we will read during the coming year, based on 
recommendations made at the November 10 
meeting.  For those who missed the November 
meeting or weren’t prepared with recommenda-
tions, they still can be emailed to the group or to 
Robyn Frank before the December meeting. 
 
Besides the Christmas-themed books in December, 
we usually read and give short reports on different 
religious-themed books of our choice in February. 
 
The rest of the year, we read a variety of books and 
try to alternate between fiction and nonfiction.  We 
generally select books that are fairly recent or that 
are available from the public library, Amazon, or 
Barnes and Noble.   We often include a classic; a dog  
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Dust. More dust, fine, silty dust. Everywhere. 
Covering everything. Plumes of dust from dirt roads 
as we drove along. This was the area of Ensenada on 
Mexico’s Baja Peninsula we traveled through to reach 
a site where we would construct a home – in a day 
and a half. 
 
The church my daughter Ingrid attends, Mount 
Soledad Presbyterian Church, in La Jolla, California, 
participates with Homes of Hope (HOH) as part of 
their mission outreach. HOH provides housing for 
families in need as part of an organization named 
Youth With a Ministry (YWAM). YWAM offers a wide 
range of opportunities for young people – and some 
old people, fortunately – to help those in need and to 
spread the Gospel. The San Diego branch covers the 
Baja area. 
 
Ingrid, my granddaughter Adelaide, 16 others, and I 
left Friday evening October 25th for Ensenada, a two-
hour drive south of the border on the Pacific coast. 
Our quarters, a former motel owned by YWAM, were 
a block off the beach. Each participant paid a fee to 
cover room, board, and travel. There were several 
houses being constructed that weekend, so about 100 
volunteers stayed at the complex.  
 
After a huge breakfast and briefing, we drove inland 
for half an hour to the job site. We started out on 
paved roads, then dirt roads, passing homes that 
were walled or fenced and had bars on the windows. 
We passed numerous taco shops. It appeared that 
everyone who could make tacos had set up a stand to 
sell them. 
 
The site was in an area with roadways identified only 
by tire tracks. There were no trees, only scrub. The 
homes, shacks basically, were constructed with 
anything and everything – tires, tarps, various 
boards, un-mortared cinder blocks, garage doors, 
plastic-coated cardboard, you name it. I actually 
marveled at the ingenuity of whoever built them. 
Around some homes, it looked as though the owner 
never threw anything away for fear of needing it or a 
part of it someday. 
 

Homes of Hope by Steve Frank 
The family had applied for a home that would 
enable them to move out of the home they shared 
with her parents, which was next door to the site. 
Her father, an alcoholic, was very abusive and 
constantly threatened to kick them and their four-
year-old daughter out of the home. 
 
It was the family’s responsibility to obtain a site, 
level it and provide a 20’ by 14’ concrete slab. HOH 
provided all the construction materials. We were 
divided into three groups for framing the walls, 
constructing the rafters and painting. An HOH 
master-builder supervised the project. The walls 
and roof went up Saturday, and the shingles, 
interior, trim, furnishings, and touch-up painting 
were added on Sunday.  
 
The front half of the house was configured for a 
kitchen with a sink, countertop and cabinets, a 

propane stove/oven and an eating area with a table 
and four chairs. Additional contributions provided 
for a refrigerator. Two bedrooms were in the back 
half, one with a bunk bed. Electricity was installed 
since it was next door, but no plumbing, except for 
a drain to somewhere for the kitchen sink. A plat-
form was constructed for a 50-gallon water tank. 
The sun warms the water that is delivered by truck. 
Ingrid and Adelaide built and painted a stoop and 
bought a “Bienvenido” mat for a finishing touch.  
 
When the house was completed, we gathered in a 
circle and, as the keys were passed around, each of 
us said a few words of goodwill to the family. It was 
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 Letter from Pastor Mike
Dear Calvary Members and Friends,  
 
In the last Crossways I mentioned 
that we would be having a Voters 
Assembly meeting on September 
16.  We did so.  Thank you to those 
who attended.  In addition to the 
meeting, we experienced the 
positive interaction of the lunch 
beforehand.  It is always good to 
spend time with other Calvary 
believers.  My hope was that all  
members would participate.  
Footnote:  childcare was provided. 
We covered a fair amount of territory at that meeting, 
including the status of plans for the renovation.  In 
short, the process has not been short, or straight-
forward.  There is no doubt that we are getting closer 
to having a plan for review  by the Calvary 
membership.  But experience has reinforced that 
predicting a specific date is not one of my gifts.  Stay 
tuned, or at least keep your electronic devices charged. 
 
Now that we have passed through Columbus Day, 
Halloween, Reformation Day, All Saints Day, All Souls 
Day, and Veterans Day, we can look forward to 
Thanksgiving, Advent, Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, 
Boxing Day, New Year’s Eve, and New Year’s Day.  
There is no shortage of opportunities to celebrate 
during the coming weeks.  Making this list of 
“holidays” reminds me that only some of them are 
truly “holy-days”.  For me, at least, it is sometimes 
difficult to remember and focus on the underlying 
reason for making any of these days special.  Also for 
me it is difficult to simply maintain energy and joy to 
celebrate the people for whom these days are 
intended.  May we as committed Christians celebrate 
in a way that brings honor (and even glory) to those 
who have served us, particularly the one who 
sacrificed His life for our failures.  Soon we will 
celebrate Christmas and the new beginning it 
represents.  I look forward to 2020 and the new 
beginning it will bring.  May each of us bring energy 
and joy to each of the days in the coming year. 
 
Yours in Christ,   
Daniel L. Michels, President 
 
 
 
 

In the Sunday morning Bible Study we have just 
begun a series on the miracles of Jesus. We are 
quick to think of the “water into wine,” the “calming 
of the storm,” or the “feeding of the 5000,” but I am 
not sure how often we take time to really ponder 
the second-greatest miracle of Jesus’ life, the 
incarnation. 
 
Reflect for a moment: the creed tells us that Jesus 
“was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary.” This means that Jesus was at the same 
time, both fully God and fully man. He was not God 
taking the shape of a man, or masquerading as a 
man, he was fully a human person, but also God. 
The second person of the triune Godhead, the 
eternally begotten Son, took on human flesh and 
walked among us. 
 
This is what we mean when we say “incarnate,” God 
in the flesh. It is miraculous and beyond our 
understanding, but it is also unimaginably good 
that God has done this. This truth is what allows 
Jesus to die for the sins of all people—only God 
could do that. But it also allows him to live the 
perfect life none of us could live, thereby pleasing 
God on our behalf, and leading us that we might 
follow.  
 
And beyond all this, the incarnation means that God 
knows us, truly deeply knows us. God knows the 
human condition and the human struggle. God 
knows what it means to face loss, and death, and 
pain. And God has chosen to enter into it, and not 
abandon us to it. This is good. And this is the good 
news. And this is what we celebrate during this 
holy season. God has chosen to come down, to be 
with us, to enter in.  
 
Let us come and 
worship. 
 
His,   
Pastor Mike Middaugh 
 
 

A Letter from the President  
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From Jerry 
Miller:  
Pastor David Pearcy 
served Calvary as 
our Interim Pastor 
for somewhat more 
than two years 
following Pastor 
Larry Schmidt’s 
retirement in 
January, 2006. After 
that, he also served 
as the Circuit Six 
Counselor for about a 
dozen Lutheran congregations  
in the area including Calvary, providing aid and 
advice to us and other congregations.  I have to 
say that I really enjoyed  working with him on 
issues, including not only problems but also 
opportunities. His service to Calvary made a big 
difference to our congregation. 
 
But my fondest memories of Pastor Dave are of 
his teaching — which included his leadership in 
Bible studies as well as his preaching.  (As a 
chemistry professor, I appreciate good teaching.)  
I really admired his skills in going beyond the 
surface of a Bible verse or Bible story or a moral 
issue.  He was able to stimulate thought and 
discussion.  Often times, both in his teaching and 
in his preaching, he would be talking at a modest 
speed, he would then slow down just a little and 
have a perfectly well-constructed sentence or 
two that really captured the concept, the issue, 
or the decision that needed to be made.  And 
then he would pause, often for a half-dozen 
seconds.  These moments always made me think 
— and sometimes also marvel at what had just 
happened.  But, of course, they hadn’t “just 
happened,” they had been crafted to make one 
get deeply involved with the subject at hand.  His 
teaching was done with good humor as well as 
with serious intent.  We often exchanged ideas 
personally as well, sometimes about something 
we had recently read or on a topic that we knew 
the other was interested in.  He is truly missed! 

    1942-2019 

From Carl Jenkins:  
I first encountered Dave Pearcy at Calvary during his 
tenure as Interim Pastor, his continuing involvement in 
the church as a congregation member, and later as a 
colleague on the Virginia Fellowship Square, Inc. Board. I 
was initially somewhat put-off by what I interpreted as his 
gruff and blunt nature, but having been accused of being 
‘oppositional-in-nature’ myself, I was determined to 
engage in a give-as-good-as-I-got relationship. 
 
To my delight, Dave seemed to encourage spirited debate, 
and we soon evolved into a mutually acceptable relation-
ship of solid opinions with erudite nuances, and using 
thoughtful logic to sharpen and clarify our differences, 
and why. I had joined the Dave Pearcy debate team. 
 
During the past decade and a half, Dave had ample 
occasion to make his presence felt. His service as Interim 
Pastor and Sixth Circuit Counselor’s involvement in 
Calvary’s various activities and parish anxieties demon-
strated his ability to speak concisely, directly, and stay on-
point on issues. His sermons in particular always were 
driven towards a major point with humor and tender 
appreciation for the human condition, in short order. 
 
Later he recruited me onto the Fellowship Square Board, a 
faith-driven, non-profit, elderly low-income housing 
organization that provides housing and social services for 
roughly 850 residents, in four housing units spread 
around the Washington Metro Beltway. Because more 
often than not the meetings were held on the Virginia side 
of the Potomac, we would carpool, which offered the 
opportunity to engage in far-ranging discussions from the 
non-profit’s policy, management, and operational 
challenges to the purpose of life, and methodologies of 
how best to accomplish those goals. God’s existence often 
entered the discussion(s). 
 
I came to anticipate the drive to and from those meetings 
as much (or more) than the participation in an oppor-
tunity to serve others. Our discussions generally revolved 
around how to implement a value system of living that 
best served both an individual as well as one’s 
community, i.e., what’s most important? Dave was 
frequently the “devil’s advocate” in these discussions, but 
somehow our debates always seemed to resolve into 
Jesus’ command to “Love God with all your heart, soul, and 
mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” (He always 
considered that one directive, expressed two ways.) 
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At the festival of All Saints, celebrated on 
November 3, we lit a candle to remember 
and give thanks for the faithful saints who 
have come before us and blessed our lives.  

are accepted for the older children.  The most 
popular gifts are sports equipment, especially 
basketballs, footballs, and soccer balls . . . and 
they can’t get too many black or brown dolls. 
Other suggested gifts include craft kits, puzzles, 
toys, electronics, board games, books, and art 
supplies. Thanks to Thrivent Financial, we will 
have an extra $250 to spend on toys to put 
under the tree. 
 

If you are unable to attend the dinner but would 
still like to contribute a gift for the toy drive, 
we‘ll have a box in the Narthex  from  Sunday, 
November 24 to December 10 to collect toys to 
be added to the donation table at the dinner.  
 
Remember that ALL women who attend Calvary 
are welcome to attend the dinner (members or 
visitors and guests are encouraged).  You do not 
need to arrive right at 6:30 or even at 7:00— 
please come when you are able! Let me know 
and we will save a seat for you!  If you have any 
questions, please contact me at 301-785-9545 
or katetomes24@gmail.com            --Kate Tomes 

Women of Calvary News  

On Saturday, October 19 we had our quarterly 
meeting. After a potluck breakfast and a quick 
devotion and business meeting, the group dove into 
preparing bagged breakfasts. With the support of 
Thrivent, we were able to make 65 bagged breakfasts 
that were dropped off at the men’s shelter run by the 
Montgomery County Coalition for the Homeless. 
There were some extra funds left on the debit card 
provided by Thrivent which was used to purchase 
additional supplies needed at the shelter such as 
toilet paper, paper towels, and nonperishable food.  

 

The annual Women of Calvary Christmas Dinner  will 
be held on Tuesday, December 10.  We will meet in 
the fellowship hall for appetizers and fellowship 
beginning at 6:30pm. The potluck dinner will be at 
7:00pm, with a program to follow relating to an  
Advent  theme. This year we have a very special 
guest who will speak at the start of the program. 
The founder of A Wider Circle, Mark Bergel, will 
speak to us about his mission and the work that 
we support throughout the year.   
 
To continue Calvary’s ongoing support of A Wider 
Circle, we will again be collecting new, unwrapped 

toys for their North Pole Project. This project allows 
parents to select toys to give their children for 

Christmas so that the family’s limited income can be 
focused on their current living needs. A Wider Circle 
collects gifts for ages infant to 18. Gift cards to 

Walmart, Target, Amazon, and movie theaters 

 

mailto:katetomes24@gmail.com
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KidsChurch—Getting Ready for Christmas  

T’was the night before deadline  
               for the Calvary Crossways, 
And Steve was still struggling for something to say. 
It wasn’t for lack of interest, 
               or that the task had become a pain, 
It was just that the subject was, well, somewhat mundane.  
 
There has been planning and drawing  
              and estimates galore. 
Talk of boilers and windows and patching the floor. 
None of this is as exciting as news of kids in the pool, 
Or the filling of backpacks to get ready for school. 
 
How can one marvel over soil samples 
               taken quick as a wink, 
To be tested to ensure the parking lot wouldn’t sink? 
And that the Schweppe Garden had to be disrupted, alas 
To precisely locate the pipes that bring us water and gas. 
For an underground pipe along Woodland is in order,  
From a new pond in the backyard  
               that will catch our rainwater. 
Perhaps digging up this area  
              creates an opportunity, sorter? 
 

       Calvary Construction Update, Christmas Edit ion 

 

 

Getting 
ready for 
last year’s  
Christmas 
program. 
 
Photo taken 
by Heather. 
 
 
 
 
 
Many of us have fond memories of singing in church 
and putting on Christmas programs as kids and we want 
to give the children at Calvary that same special 
experience.  Wishing everyone a blessed Advent! 
 
 
Lori Lentner Schwartz 
KidsChurch Director 

Inside of the building concepts are evolving into details, 
From the heating and cooling to updating stair rails. 
Which switch will control each area of lighting? 
Some of this stuff is really nail biting! 
  
As discussions progress and finer measurements taken, 
Some tweaks and adjustments we’ll have to be a-makin.’ 
 
Our budget is set, as all involved have been told, 
But sub-contractor numbers  
                are where the rubber meets the road. 
The cost, it turns out, is higher than expected, 
To have all that we want be erected. 
 
In the coming weeks with this issue we’ll grope, 
And find ways to cut cost and maybe pare the scope. 
We’ve come a long way since our journey began, 
And will not be discouraged in adjusting our plan. 
This is just another step to the goal we’re headed toward, 
Improving our house to serve our community and the Lord. 
                                                         
                                                                                   —Steve Frank  

Advent is almost upon us and planning is underway 
for our children to celebrate the season in church.  
Normally, if there is a 5th Sunday in a month we 
designate that day as our youth and family service 
where our kids participate in the service more 
actively than usual.  December is one of those 
months.  However, because of Christmas Day falling 
before the 5th Sunday, we have planned to celebrate 
our youth and family service a week early.   
 
Mark your calendar for our kids participating in 
the service on Sunday, December 22.  We will be 
presenting a special Christmas program and 
Christmas songs.  We will have short practices 
following the service on December 8 and December 
15 and will also use some of our time together 
during KidsChurch to prepare.  I hope all of our 
children will be able to participate.   
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As the father of two active kids, one thing I really 
appreciate about Calvary is how many of the 
congregational activities are appropriate for people 
of all ages, including the kids. In addition to those 
activities, there are also some planned especially for 
the kids.  
 
In fact, it has been an action-packed fall for the 
kiddos at Calvary, and even more events are 
planned through the holidays. We started off the 
season with our annual Fall Kick-Off party on 
September 8th. It also marked the beginning of a 
new KidsChurch season. A special blessing was 
shared for our students and teachers during the 
service, and then hotdogs and brats were served at 
a Fellowship luncheon. 
 
Then, on Reformation Sunday, October 27th, 
another luncheon was held in the Fellowship Hall 
for our families and young adults. Plenty of fun was 
had at the potluck, as all of the food disappeared 
quickly!  We also used this opportunity to discuss 
some upcoming events and activities, including 
some family service project opportunities.  
 
On Novem-
ber 9th, we 
went on a 
2-mile hike 
along the 
Wheaton 
Regional 
Park trail 
around 
Pine Lake, 
and 5 kids 
made the 
loop in the 
frigid 40-
degree weather. During the hike we stopped a 
couple of times along the route for readings, 
liturgical responses, and prayers, all the while 
taking the worship service outdoors to creation. 

 
 

The very next weekend, members of Calvary, 
anchored by a large group of kids, traveled to A 
Wider Circle to volunteer in our local community. 
For two hours we helped organize, re-shuffle, and   
re-stock the shelves.  The mission of A Wider Circle 
is to end poverty through on-the-ground programs 
and services. It was a great learning experience for 
our children and will leave a lasting impact on the 
importance of giving back to our community and 
helping those in need. 
 
December will continue to be a busy time for our 
youth. Breakfast with Santa will be held Saturday 
morning, December 7th from 8:30-11am. Also, the 
KidsChurch Christmas program will be held during 
the worship service on December 22. 
 
Thanks to all who have helped make this a great fall 
season for our kids and young adults at Calvary! 
                                                                   —Dustin White 

Our Mission Contributions  

As we approach the year’s end, we take time to 
note those mission donations that have come from 
Calvary to other partner organizations. As always, 
thank you for your donations to Calvary, and to our 
mission partners.  
 
Christ Lutheran Church of Deaf $8,135.00 
 
Southeastern District – LCMS $4,500.00 
 
XYZ Services $580.00 
 
Mission Outreach Fund $266.00 
 
Mission Outreach Funds available:  $7,138.00 
 
Manna food donations throughout the year 
 
Volunteer hours at A Wider Circle 
 
CPR Class;10 attendees funded by Thrivent 
 
Upcoming this year: Bags of Love, Breakfast with 
Santa, Women of Calvary Toy Collection 
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Calvary’s Breakfast with Santa will be held on 
Saturday, December 7, from 8:30-11:00am. This 
has been Calvary’s most well-attended event of the 
year for more than five years!  
 
Santa will arrive on a firetruck at 9:00am at the back 
door. The firemen enjoy showing attendees their 
truck and equipment.  

 
Admission is 
$4.00 per 
person (kids 3 
and under eat 
free).  Breakfast 
food choices 
include 
pancakes, eggs, 
bacon, sausage, 
fruit, and 
yogurt. Food 

service ends at 10:30. You can enjoy our wonderful 
Christmas music. There will be lots of crafts for the 
kids, and they can visit with Santa and receive an 
age-appropriate goodie bag, while parents take their 
pictures.  
  
Families will have the opportunity to help fill BAGS 
OF LOVE to be given to homeless shelters—a good 
teaching opportunity for the kids. We will also be 
collecting new UNWRAPPED TOYS in partnership 
with A Wider Circle. 
  
If you’ve been with us before, you know how much 
fun we have. If you have not previously attended, 
please join us for a wonderful time. Bring your 
relatives, neighbors, and friends. Also, we need lots 
of volunteers to help before, during, and after the 
event (no admission fee for volunteers).  The event 
is proudly sponsored by Thrivent Financial.       —
Becky Johnson 
 
 

Breakfast with Santa  Hank vs. Hunger  

This November Calvary is doing a food collection 
drive to benefit Manna Food. Manna is the biggest 
food bank in Montgomery County. Since 1983 it has 
been striving to eliminate hunger in our community.  

 
 
I just finished running this food drive as a project for 
my confir-mation class. People were asked to bring 
food from Manna’s most-needed list every Sunday in 
November. We were off to a good start on the first 
Sunday, as you can see from the photo. 
 
Manna runs many different programs, including 
Community Food Rescue, Smart Sacks, Farm to Food 
Bank, and Food for Families. Our donations will 
support Food for Families. It is a program that aims 
to keep families that are in poverty fed and healthy. 
By donating up to 60 pounds of fresh and shelf-
stable food to individual families per month, manna 
can lessen the cost of food by hundreds of dollars, 
while also providing nutritious food. Hunger is a 
problem that is spread across the world and needs 
attention everywhere. Even in a county as affluent as 
ours, tens of thousands of people go to sleep hungry 
each night! By our continued donations to Manna, 
we can help end hunger. More information can be 
found at mannafood.org.                   —Hank Schwartz 
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voice studies at the University of Maryland and 
Catholic University, and Dudley pursued his career 
as an engineer and administrator at NASA. 
 
“It was such a busy time for us,” she says. “I was 
beginning my operatic career while finishing my 
studies, my kids needed my attention, and my 
husband was a first generation Jamaican immigrant 
who believed in the tradition that the wife has 
dinner on the table at the expected time.” 
 
Regina’s operatic career quickly took off, and if you 
Google “Regina McConnell, soprano,” you’ll find 
many pages describing her voice as superb, 
spectacular, graceful, and refined. You’ll see that not 
only has she been a frequent soloist at the Kennedy 
Center, but she has sung in many concerts and 
operas in New York and across the country, and 
also in England, Germany, France, and even at the 
Vatican. She was also on the faculty of the Schools of 
Music at Howard University, Catholic University, 
and the University of Maryland.  She has won many 
awards. “They were all special,” she says, “ but one 
of my favorites came early in my life. I entered the  
Marian Anderson contest the first year it was held 
(in the mid-1960s) and came in second. That was a 
real boost to my career.”  
 
Sadly, Dudley died at age 55 and missed out on 
much of the excitement of Regina’s career. Her son 
and only grandchild now live in Taiwan, so she 
especially appreciates that her daughter, son-in-law 
(and their  six puppies) live nearby. Her mother 
lived to the age of 104, and she spent her last five 
years living with Regina.  She told Regina that she 
regretted never having been to Alaska, so at the age 
of 100,  she and Regina took off for her trip-of-a-
lifetime to Alaska! 
 
Regina now lives near University Boulevard and the 
Beltway. Now that she has retired, she enjoys                                                                                
attending the concerts of her former pupils and 
occasionally adjudicating competitions. She finally 
has time to read and frequently has two books 
going at the same time. And she especially enjoys 
watching classic movies on her TV.  “I love doing 
what I want to do when I want to do it,” she says.   
                                                                       —Claire Miller 
 
 

New Member News  

Regina McConnell has been driving by Calvary on her 
way to everywhere else for 50 years. She had been a 

member of a Catholic 
church, but about a 
year ago, she decided to 
visit some other 
churches in the area. 
She started out with 
non-denominational 
churches, but she 
missed the structure of 
a liturgical service. 
Calvary was the only 
church she visited 
twice, and then three 
times . . . and  after 

coming for  several months and meeting many friendly 
people, she has decided to become a member. 
 
In addition to liking our order of service, she especially 
appreciates Brian’s unique musical talents.  “In all my 
years as a professional musician, I have never heard a 
trombone accompanying hymns and the choir with 
another interesting melody line the way he does. And 
I’m so impressed with Pastor Mike’s commitment to 
teaching and the depth of his sermons, and also the 
way he makes Jesus the center of all of his teachings.” 
 
Regina grew up in a family where music was an 
important part of life.  She and all of her siblings 
studied music. Her father loved to sing baritone with 
the choir at St. Joseph’s parish, the only African-
American Catholic church in Norfolk, VA, at the time.  
The choir director knew the classical European  music 
from many centuries, and he taught the choir to sing 
these songs even though they couldn’t read music.  
Regina joined the adult choir at age 14, and before 
long the director had her singing solos. She went to the 
church’s school, where her mother was a teacher and 
then to a Catholic high school, where she continued 
her musical training. She met and married her 
husband, Dudley in Berea, Ohio, while studying there 
at the Baldwin-Wallace Conservatory of Music.  
 
Regina and Dudley, moved to our area in 1970. While 
raising their two children, Regina also continued  her 

http://mannafood.org/

