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+ THE GATHERING + 
PRELUDE 
WELCOME 

OPENING HYMN                                 Here, O Lord, Your Servants Gather 

 
 

 

Words © 1958 The United Methodist Publishing House (admin. The Copyright Company) Music ©1958 Isao Koizumi 
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INVOCATION 
P:  In the Name of the Father, and of the (+) Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

(Matthew 28:19) 
C:  Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P:    During this season we celebrate the Risen Lord, who has power over 

our sins, the evil of the world, and even death itself.  Together, let us 
seek the forgiveness made possible by Jesus’ own death and 
resurrection that we might be made new. 

 
(Silence for reflection and self-examination, please kneel or be seated) 

P:    O God of mercy and love, 

C:    we confess that we are enslaved by sin and need you to free 

us.  We have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, 

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbor as ourselves.  We ask on this day, that for 

the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, you would have mercy on 

us.  Resurrect us O God, and bring about new life in 

ourselves, in our community and in the world.     C: Amen.            
    

P:    Our Lord Jesus Christ proclaims on this day, “Do not be afraid!”  It is 
My joy to pronounce to you now that in the name and by the stead of 
Our own Lord Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  In the name of the 
Father, (+) and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  C:  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 



   
 

 4  
 

SALUTATION 
P:   The Lord be with you.     C:  And also with you. 
 

COLLECT 
P:    Let us pray. 
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life.  Give 
us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, 
and to share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C:    Amen. 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 

FIRST READING                                                               Acts 7:55-60   
 

The First Reading is from Acts, the seventh chapter. 

54 When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were furious and 
gnashed their teeth at him. 55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked 

up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right 
hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man 

standing at the right hand of God.” 57 At this they covered their ears and, 
yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him, 58 dragged him out 
of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their 

coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 While they were stoning 
him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he fell on his 

knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had 
said this, he fell asleep.  

P:    This is the word of the Lord.     C:    Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 31                                                         I Place My Life Rory Cooney                          
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                                  John 14:1-14   

 
The Holy Gospel is from Saint John, the fourteenth chapter. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in 

me. 2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have 
told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and 

prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that 
you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am 

going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, 
so how can we know the way?” 6Jesus answered, “I am the way and the 
truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you 

really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do 
know him and have seen him.” 8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and 

that will be enough for us.” 9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, 
even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen 
me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t 

you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The 
words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the 

Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say that I 
am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the 
evidence of the works themselves. 12 Very truly I tell you, whoever 

believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even 
greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will 
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do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.  

  

P:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                       The Way                                    Pastor Middaugh 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                               Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
(congregation may kneel or stand during prayers) 
 

P:   Lord, in Your mercy . . . . 
C:   hear our prayer. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 P: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

+ SENDING + 

BENEDICAMUS and BENEDICTION 

P:   Let us bless the Lord.      

C:   Thanks be to God. 

P:   The Lord bless you and keep you. 

      The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

      The Lord look upon you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 C:  Amen 
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SENDING HYMN                                    I Know That My Redeemer Lives  

 
5 He lives, all glory to his name! 

He lives, my Savior, still the same; 
What joy this blest assurance gives: 

I know that my Redeemer lives! 
 
Text: Samuel Medley 1738 – 1799, alt. Music: Duke Street, attr. John Hatton, d. 1793 
 

DISMISSAL 

P:  The Lord is Risen.  Alleluia!  

C:  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
P:  Go in peace and serve the Lord.     

C:  Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE  


