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THE GREETING 
REMEBRANCE OF BAPTISM 
P:  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the source of all 

mercy and the God of all consolation.  He comforts us in all our sorrows 
so that we can comfort others in their sorrows with the consolation we 
ourselves have received from God. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
P:  When we were baptized into Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his 

death. 
C:  We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, so 

that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, we, too, might live a new life. 

P:  Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord.  The Lord grants eternal rest 
unto them and lets light perpetually shine upon them. 

     Let us pray: 
     God of grace and glory, we remember before you today, our sister, 

Josephine.  We thank you for giving her to us to know and to love in 
our pilgrimage on earth.  In your boundless compassion, console us 
who mourn.  Give us your aid, so that we may see in death the gate to 
eternal life, that we may continue our course on earth in confidence 
until, by your call, we are united with those who have gone before us 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
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SALUTATION 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

COLLECT 
P:  Let us pray, 
     O God of grace and mercy, we give thanks for your loving-kindness 

shown to Josephine and to all your servants who having finished their 
course in faith, now rest from their labors.  Grant that we also may be 
faithful unto death and receive the crown of eternal life through Jesus 
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
OLD TESTAMENT                                                                     Psalm 91                                                  
1 Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of 
the Almighty. 2 I will say of the LORD, “He is my refuge and my fortress, 
my God, in whom I trust.” 3 Surely he will save you from the fowler’s snare 
and from the deadly pestilence. 4 He will cover you with his feathers, and 
under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness will be your shield and 
rampart. 5 You will not fear the terror of night, nor the arrow that flies by 
day, 6 nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, nor the plague that 
destroys at midday. 7 A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at 
your right hand, but it will not come near you. 8 You will only observe with 
your eyes and see the punishment of the wicked. 9 If you say, “The LORD 
is my refuge,” and you make the Most High your dwelling, 10 no harm will 
overtake you, no disaster will come near your tent. 11 For he will command 
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his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways; 12 they will lift 
you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.  
13 You will tread on the lion and the cobra; you will trample the great lion 
and the serpent. 14 “Because he loves me,” says the LORD, “I will rescue 
him; I will protect him, for he acknowledges my name. 15 He will call on 
me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble, I will deliver him 
and honor him. 16 With long life I will satisfy him and show him my 
salvation.” 
R: This is the Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn                                                                   Lift Every Voice and Sing 
 

Lift every voice and sing    
Till earth and heaven ring, 
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty; 
Let our rejoicing rise 
High as the listening skies, 
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us, 
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us.    
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 
Let us march on till victory is won 
                            - James Weldon Johnson 1990 
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NEW TESTAMENT                                                       2 Timothy 1:6-10 

6 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in 
you through the laying on of my hands. 7 For the Spirit God gave us does 
not make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline. 8 So do not 
be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner. Rather, 
join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God. 9 He has 
saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have 
done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in 
Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, 10 but it has now been revealed 
through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death 
and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 
R: This is the Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL                                                             Matthew 6:25-33 
The Holy Gospel is from Saint Matthew, the sixth chapter. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or 
drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, 
and the body more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do 
not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 
them. Are you not much more valuable than they?  27 Can any one of you 
by worrying add a single hour to your life? 28 “And why do you worry 
about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or 
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spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was 
dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the 
field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not 
much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, 
‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we 
wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly 
Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 
P:    This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C:    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

REMEMBRANCES 
 

READING OF THE OBITUARY 
MESSAGE                                                                         Pastor Middaugh 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

 P: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
THE COMMENDATION 
P:  Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant, 

Josephine.  Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your 
fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming.  
Receive her into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of 
everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light. 

     Amen. 
     Lord Jesus Christ, through water and the Spirit, Josephine has been 

brought into Your family, receive her and present her to God Most High. 
     Amen. 
 

     O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the 
shadows lengthen and the evening comes and the busy world is 
hushed, the fever of life is over and our work is done.  Then, Lord, in 
your mercy grant us a safe lodging and a holy rest, and peace at the 
last, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

     Amen. 
 

C:  Lord, now let your servant depart in peace according to your 
word, for my eyes have seen your salvation which you have 
prepared before the face of all people, a light to lighten the 
Gentiles and the glory of your people Israel.  Glory be to the 
Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

      Amen. 
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HYMN                                                                        Soon and Very Soon  
 
Verse 1 
Soon and very soon, 
We are going to see the King, 
Soon and very soon, 
We are going to see the King. 
Soon and very soon, 
We are going to see the King, 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, 
We are going to see the King. 
 
Verse 2 
No more crying there, 
We are going to see the King, 
No more crying there, 
We are going to see the King. 
No more crying there, 
We are going to see the King, 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 
We are going to see the King. 
 
Verse 3 
No more dying there, 
We are going to see the King, 
No more dying there, 
We are going to see the King. 
No more dying there, 
We are going to see the King, 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 
We are going to see the King. 
 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, 
We are going to see the King. 
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BENEDICAMUS and BENEDICTION 

P:   Let us bless the Lord.      

C:   Thanks be to God. 

P:   The Lord bless you and keep you. 

      The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

      The Lord look upon you with favor and (+) give you peace.   C:  Amen 
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Obituary 

Claudius Josephine Thwaites was born on September 14, 1924 in New York City 
(Harlem). She was the eldest daughter of Walter James Swanston and Alice Maud 
Johnson Swanston. She received her primary education in the New York City School 
system and graduated from George Washington High School before receiving an 
Associate degree from Brooklyn College. Josephine worked as a Social worker for 30 
plus years in New York City. Josephine held several positions during her lifetime at 
Bellevue Hospital, Internal Revenue Services, and the U.S. Postal service. Hard work was 
no stranger to Josephine. She also had a gift to make you feel very comfortable while in 
her presence.  Josephine’s hard work resulted in her becoming a supervisor in the 
Department of Social Services for New York City where she later retired.  
 
Josephine was married to Zandie Thwaites. They had one son, Jon Alexander Thwaites. 
Josephine worked hard to put her son through college and Law School. After his 
unexpected death, Josephine moved to Rockville in 1995, be closer to her grandchildren, 
and watch them grow up. She enjoyed trips to Walmart with friends, knitting, crossword 
puzzles, reading the Bible and watching her TV shows--especially The Price is Right, 
Wheel of Fortune, and Jeopardy, just to name a few. 
 
As a member of the Mount of Olives Church, Josephine served in a variety of capacities 
including Elder. Her daily prayers with her prayer partner, Ms. Inetha Wilson, gave you 
a sense of her strong faith in God. Josephine had the gift of listening and biblical wisdom. 
You left with a sense of peace.  “Never let anyone steal your Joy”, is what she would 
always say.  

Josephine joins those who made the journey before her: parents, brothers, sister, 
husband, son and other family members.  

Left to cherish her memories are her daughter-in-law, Melanie Thwaites, her grandsons, 
Jon Thwaites Jr., Justin (Ebony) Thwaites, Jeremy (Sylvia) Thwaites, granddaughters 
Jennine Thwaites, and Christina (Paolo) Calvo. Her great-grandchildren, nieces, nephews 
grandnieces A host of other nieces, nephews, grandnieces, grandnephews; extended 
family and friends that knew and loved her. 
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