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+ THE GATHERING + 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME 
 
OPENING HYMN                         Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways                             

 
INVOCATION 
P:  In the Name of the Father, and of the (+) Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

(Matthew 28:19) 
C:  Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P:    Blessed be the Holy Trinity, (+) one God, whose steadfast love is 

everlasting, whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 
C: Amen. 

P: Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sins. 
 

(Silence for reflection and self-examination, please kneel or be seated) 
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P:    Reconciling God, 

C:    we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny 
your presence in our lives.  We place our hope in ourselves 
and rely on our own efforts.  We fail to believe that you 
provide enough for all.  We abuse your good creation for our 
own benefit.  We fear difference and do not welcome others 
as you have welcomed us.  We sin in thought, word, and deed.  
By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in 
your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in 
newness of life.   Amen.            
    

P:     Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have 
peace with God through (+) Christ Jesus, through whom we have 
obtained grace upon grace.  Our sins are forgiven.  Let us live now in 
hope.  For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been 
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit.  

C:    Amen. 
 
SALUTATION 
 

P:   The Lord be with you.      
C:   And also with you. 
 

COLLECT 
 

P: Let us pray. 
O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual 
mercy.  Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us 
everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and 
salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

C: Amen. 
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+ SERVICE OF THE WORD+ 
 

THE FIRST READING                                                   Ezekiel 33:7-11   
 

The First Reading is from Ezekiel, the thirty-third chapter. 
 

7 “Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the people of Israel; so 
hear the word I speak and give them warning from me. 8 When I say to 
the wicked, ‘You wicked person, you will surely die,’ and you do not speak 
out to dissuade them from their ways, that wicked person will die for their 
sin, and I will hold you accountable for their blood. 9 But if you do warn the 
wicked person to turn from their ways and they do not do so, they will die 
for their sin, though you yourself will be saved. 10 “Son of man, say to the 
Israelites, ‘This is what you are saying: “Our offenses and sins weigh us 
down, and we are wasting away because of them. How then can we live?” 
’ 11 Say to them, ‘As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, I take 
no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that they turn from their 
ways and live. Turn! Turn from your evil ways! Why will you die, people of 
Israel?’  

P: This is the word of the Lord.   
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 119:33-40                           Lord, In Your Justice – Michel Guimont 

 
Teach me the demands of your statutes 
and I will keep them to the end. 
Train me to observe your law, 
to keep it with my heart.     Refrain 
 
Guide me in the path of your commands; 
For there is my delight. 
Bend my heart to your will 
And not to love of gain.     Refrain 
 
Keep my eyes from what is false; 
by your word, give me life. 
Keep the promise you have made 
to the servant who fears you.     Refrain 
 
Keep me from the scorn I dread, 
for your decrees are good. 
See I long for your precepts; 
then in your justice, give me life.  Refrain 
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THE SECOND READING                                          Romans 13:8-14   

 
The Second Reading is from Romans, the thirteenth chapter. 
 

8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one 
another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law.  9 The 

commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” 
“You shall not steal,” “You shall not covet,” and whatever other command 
there may be, are summed up in this one command: “Love your neighbor 
as yourself.” 10 Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is the 
fulfillment of the law. 11 And do this, understanding the present time: The 
hour has already come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our 
salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 12 The night is nearly 
over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and 
put on the armor of light. 13 Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not 
in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, 
not in dissension and jealousy. 14 Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the flesh.  

P: This is the word of the Lord.     
C: Thanks be to God. 
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                         Matthew 18:15-20   
The Holy Gospel is from Saint Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

15 “If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between 
the two of you. If they listen to you, you have won them over. 16 But if 
they will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may 
be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ 17 If they still 
refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the 
church, treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector. 18 “Truly I tell 
you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 “Again, truly I tell you that 
if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for 
them by my Father in heaven.  20 For where two or three gather in my 
name, there am I with them.”  

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON Two or Three Are Gathered                              Pastor Middaugh  
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 HYMN OF THE DAY                                                           In All Our Grief 
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+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
(congregation may kneel or stand during prayers) 
 

P:   Lord, in Your mercy . . .  
C:   hear our prayer. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 P: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

THANKSGIVING AND WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the 
sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on 
the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we 
await his coming in glory.  Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy 
Communion we may know the unity we share with all your people in the 
body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Through him, with him, in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and forever.  C: Amen. 
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+ THE DISTRIBUTION + 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have received the 
Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, that 
we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
+ SENDING + 

BENEDICAMUS and BENEDICTION 

P:   Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
P: God, the creator + Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 

comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

C:    Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN                                          Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
 

 

DISMISSAL 

P:   Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
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