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+ THE GATHERING + 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME 
 
OPENING HYMN                                          When Morning Gilds the Skies     
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INVOCATION 
P:  In the Name of the Father, and of the (+) Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

(Matthew 28:19) 
C:  Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P:    Blessed be the Holy Trinity, (+) one God, whose steadfast love is 

everlasting, whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 
C: Amen. 

P: Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sins. 
 

(Silence for reflection and self-examination, please kneel or be seated) 
P:    Reconciling God, 

C:    we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny 
your presence in our lives.  We place our hope in ourselves 
and rely on our own efforts.  We fail to believe that you 
provide enough for all.  We abuse your good creation for our 
own benefit.  We fear difference and do not welcome others 
as you have welcomed us.  We sin in thought, word, and deed.  
By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in 
your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in 
newness of life.   Amen.            
    

P:    Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have 
peace with God through (+) Christ Jesus, through whom we have 
obtained grace upon grace.  Our sins are forgiven.  Let us live now in 
hope.  For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been 
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit.  

C:     Amen. 
 

SALUTATION 
 

P:   The Lord be with you.      
C:   And also with you. 
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COLLECT 
 

P: Let us pray. 
 Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us 

your servants.  Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us 
your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

C: Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD+ 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                         Pastor Mike 

 

THE FIRST READING                                               Jonah 3:10—4:11   
 

The First Reading is from Jonah, the third chapter. 
 

10 When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, 
he relented and did not bring on them the destruction he had 
threatened. 1 But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became 
angry. 2 He prayed to the LORD, “Isn’t this what I said, LORD, when I was 
still at home? That is what I tried to forestall by fleeing to Tarshish. I knew 
that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and 
abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity. 3 Now, LORD, 
take away my life, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 4 But the LORD 
replied, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5 Jonah had gone out and sat 
down at a place east of the city. There he made himself a shelter, sat in its 
shade and waited to see what would happen to the city. 6 Then the LORD 
God provided a leafy plant and made it grow up over Jonah to give shade 
for his head to ease his discomfort, and Jonah was very happy about the 
plant. 7 But at dawn the next day God provided a worm, which chewed the 
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plant so that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, God provided a scorching 
east wind, and the sun blazed on Jonah’s head so that he grew faint. He 
wanted to die, and said, “It would be better for me to die than to 
live.” 9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the 
plant?” “It is,” he said. “And I’m so angry I wish I were dead.” 10 But the 
LORD said, “You have been concerned about this plant, though you did not 
tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. 11 And 
should I not have concern for the great city of Nineveh, in which there are 
more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their 
right hand from their left—and also many animals?”  

P: This is the word of the Lord.   
C: Thanks be to God. 

  

Psalm 145                                    The Lord Is Near to All Who Call on Him 
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THE SECOND READING                                     Philippians 1:21-30   
 

The Second Reading is from Philippians, the first chapter. 
 

21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 If I am to go on living 
in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I 
do not know! 23 I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with 
Christ, which is better by far; 24 but it is more necessary for you that I 
remain in the body.  25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I 
will continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith, 26 so 
that through my being with you again your boasting in Christ Jesus will 
abound on account of me. 27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a 
manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you 
or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in the 
one Spirit, striving together as one for the faith of the gospel 28 without 
being frightened in any way by those who oppose you. This is a sign to 
them that they will be destroyed, but that you will be saved—and that by 
God. 29 For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to 
believe in him, but also to suffer for him, 30 since you are going through 
the same struggle you saw I had, and now hear that I still have.  

P: This is the word of the Lord.     
C: Thanks be to God. 
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                           Matthew 20:1-16   
The Holy Gospel is from Saint Matthew, the twentieth chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

1 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 
morning to hire workers for his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay them a 
denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard. 3 “About nine in the 
morning he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace doing 
nothing. 4 He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will 
pay you whatever is right.’ 5 So they went. “He went out again about noon 
and about three in the afternoon and did the same thing.  6 About five in 
the afternoon he went out and found still others standing around. He asked 
them, ‘Why have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?’ 7 “ 
‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered. “He said to them, ‘You also 
go and work in my vineyard.’ 8 “When evening came, the owner of the 
vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay them their wages, 
beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.’  9 “The 
workers who were hired about five in the afternoon came and each received 
a denarius. 10 So when those came who were hired first, they expected to 
receive more. But each one of them also received a denarius. 11 When 
they received it, they began to grumble against the landowner. 12 ‘These 
who were hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made 
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of 
the day.’ 13 “But he answered one of them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, 
friend. Didn’t you agree to work for a denarius?  14 Take your pay and go. 



9 
 

I want to give the one who was hired last the same as I gave you. 15 Don’t 
I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious 
because I am generous?’ 16 “So the last will be first, and the first will be 
last.”  

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON First in the Kingdom                                           Pastor Middaugh  
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HYMN OF THE DAY                             There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy  
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APOSTLES’ CREED  

  

        I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth.    
  

        And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 
descended into hell, the third day he rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the living and the 
dead.  
  

        I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
(congregation may kneel or stand during prayers) 
 

P:   Lord, in Your mercy . . .  
C:   hear our prayer. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 P: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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THANKSGIVING AND WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 
P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the 
sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on 
the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we 
await his coming in glory.  Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy 
Communion we may know the unity we share with all your people in the 
body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Through him, with him, in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

+ THE DISTRIBUTION + 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have received the 
Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, that 
we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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+ SENDING + 

BENEDICAMUS and BENEDICTION 

P:   Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
P: God, the creator + Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 

comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

C:    Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN                                            I the Lord of Sea and Sky  
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DISMISSAL 

P:   Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
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