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Prelude 
Gathering Hymn                                  Come, You Thankful People, Come 

 
 
 
 



4 
 

Call to Worship 
P: Let all who are gathered here lift high praise to our Creator that he 

may crown the year with his goodness.  For from God comes every 
good and perfect gift: the rich soil, the smell of fresh-turned earth, 
the keenness of the winter’s frost, the rumble of the machine, the 
gleam of a cutting blade; the blistered hand, the sweat of the brow, 
the skill of those who plow; the beauty of a clean-cut furrow, the 
sweep of a well-plowed field; all reveal the mind of the Creator, and 
the restoring work he continues to bring about through His Son Jesus.  
Blessed be God in all his gifts, and holy in all his works. 

C: We praise you, O God, for all that you have given us and for 
all the ways you continue to meet our needs.  As we labor in 
our various industries and fields we ask that our work would 
bring glory to your name and that the fruits of our labor 
would remind us of your goodness. 

P: Let us then gather before God to being him praise and to seek his 
continuing gift of forgiveness and salvation. 
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Hymn of Praise                                           We Praise You, O God LW 494 
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First Reading                                                                       Joel 2:21-27 
The first reading is from Joel, the second chapter. 
21 Do not be afraid, land of Judah; be glad and rejoice. Surely the LORD 
has done great things! 22 Do not be afraid, you wild animals, for the 
pastures in the wilderness are becoming green. The trees are bearing their 
fruit; the fig tree and the vine yield their riches. 23 Be glad, people of Zion, 
rejoice in the LORD your God, for he has given you the autumn rains 
because he is faithful. He sends you abundant showers, both autumn and 
spring rains, as before. 24 The threshing floors will be filled with grain; the 
vats will overflow with new wine and oil. 25 “I will repay you for the years 
the locusts have eaten— the great locust and the young locust, the other 
locusts and the locust swarm — my great army that I sent among you.  
26 You will have plenty to eat, until you are full, and you will praise the 
name of the LORD your God, who has worked wonders for you; never again 
will my people be shamed. 27 Then you will know that I am in Israel, that I 
am the LORD your God, and that there is no other; never again will my 
people be shamed. 
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Gospel                                                                         Matthew 6:25-33 
P: The Holy Gospel is from Saint Matthew, the sixth chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or 
drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, 
and the body more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do 
not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 
them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of you 
by worrying add a single hour to your life? 28 “And why do you worry 
about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or 
spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was 
dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the 
field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not 
much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, 
‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we 
wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly 
Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.  
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon                                                                         Pastor Middaugh 
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Prayers of the People 
P: Claimed by Christ and filled with God’s grace and hope, let us offer our 

prayers for the world, the church, and for all people according to their 
needs. 

(a brief silence) 
P: Let us pray for the one, holy catholic, and apostolic church, that God’s 

pilgrim people would be inspired with thankful hearts and grateful 
lives.  God of love, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Let us pray for the human family, that we would find delight in our 
diversity and find unity in our efforts to strive for justice and peace.  
God of love, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Let us pray for those who lead music and worship, that lifting hearts, 
hands and voices, we may proclaim God’s greatness.  God of love, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Let us pray for those who are sick and homebound that they would 
find reasons to bless God in their lives.  God of love, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Let us pray for the great challenges of the world around us, for peace 
in places that know no peace, for safety for those in danger, for 
comfort for those who mourn. 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Claimed by Christ, let us pray in thanksgiving for all who have died in 
faith and that we also would have the hope of joining them in the 
heavenly kingdom.  God of love, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal; hear these petitions of 
your faithful people as we present them before you; and by your 
grace, grant us those things you see that we need; for the sake of our 
sovereign redeemer, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 

P: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy 

Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
Dismissal and Benediction 
 
P: Go in peace to be the bearers of God’s love in the name of God’s 

chosen one, our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
C: And may the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be 

with us all, now and always.  Amen. 
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Hymn                                                               Now Thank We All Our God 

 
 

Postlude 
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Participants: 

Pastor 
Reverend Michael Middaugh 

 
Minister of Music 

Brian Priebe 
 

Organist/Pianist 
Toku Kawata 

 
Singers 

Nancy Dydak, Lori Schwartz 
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