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+ THE GATHERING + 
PRELUDE 
WELCOME 
(please stand, turn toward the cross)                                     
OPENING HYMN                                        Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 
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INVOCATION 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose  
     mercy endures forever. 
C:  Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: As we celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, God invites us to 

come to him, confessing the ways we have fallen short and seeking 
forgiveness and the new life He freely grants. 

(please kneel or be seated as we make our confession) 

P: God of grace and truth, we come before you humbly with open hearts 
confessing that 

C: we have not always trusted you as our source of hope and 
peace, we have not placed on you our worries and concerns.  
We have been impatient with others and have not loved as 
you have loved us.  We seek your forgiveness now, and ask 
you to lead us to celebrating the coming of your Son during 
this great season of joy. 

P: Today we lift up praises to God as we rejoice in the birth of His Son.  
Because of Jesus’ ministry on earth and His sacrifice on the cross we 
confidently live today in the knowledge of his love.  I remind you now 
that your sins are forgiven in the holy name of (+) Jesus Christ who 
came and will come again. 

C: Amen. 
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SALUTATION 
P:   The Lord be with you.     C:  And also with you. 
 

COLLECT 
 
P:    Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet 
more wonderfully restored it.  In your mercy, let us share the divine life of 
the one who came to share our humanity.  Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.   
C: Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME                                                          Pastor Middaugh 
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+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
     

FIRST READING                                                       Isaiah 61:10—62:3   
  

The First Reading is from Isaiah, the sixty-first chapter. 
 

I delight greatly in the LORD; my soul rejoices in my God. For he has clothed 

me with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of his 
righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, and as a bride 

adorns herself with her jewels. 11 For as the soil makes the sprout come 
up and a garden causes seeds to grow, so the Sovereign LORD will make 
righteousness and praise spring up before all nations. 62 For Zion’s sake I 

will not keep silent, for Jerusalem’s sake I will not remain quiet, till her 
vindication shines out like the dawn, her salvation like a blazing torch. 2 

The nations will see your vindication, and all kings your glory; you will be 
called by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will bestow. 3 You will be 

a crown of splendor in the LORD’s hand, a royal diadem in the hand of your 
God.  

P:    This is the word of the Lord.     C:    Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 148                                   Praise in the Heights – David Haas 
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SECOND READING                                                       Galatians 4:4-7   
 

The Second Reading is from Galatians chapter four. 
 

4 But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those under the law, that we 

might receive adoption to sonship. 6 Because you are his sons, God sent 
the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, 

Father.” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are 
his child, God has made you also an heir.  

P:   This is the word of the Lord.  C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

Glory to You O Lord. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL                                                                  Luke 2:22-40   
 

The Holy Gospel is from Saint , the second chapter. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

22 When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of 
Moses, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the 
Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to 

be consecrated to the Lord” ), 24 and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with 
what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young 

pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was 
righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the 

Holy Spirit was on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit 
that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Moved by 
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the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the 
child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 28 Simeon 

took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 29 “Sovereign Lord, as you 
have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. 30 For my 
eyes have seen your salvation, 31 which you have prepared in the sight of 

all nations:  32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your 
people Israel.” 33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said 

about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: 
“This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and 
to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of many 

hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 
36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of 

Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after 
her marriage, 37 and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She 
never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 

38 Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and 
spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of 

Jerusalem. 39 When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by 
Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. 

40 And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and 
the grace of God was on him.  

P:   This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C:   Praise to you, O Christ. 

 



   
 

 10  
 

SERMON My Eyes Have Seen Your Salvation                    Pastor Middaugh 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                       Go Tell It On the Mountain 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth.   
 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 
descended into hell, the third day he rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
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Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  

 

(congregation may kneel or stand during prayers) 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:   Lord, in Your mercy . . . . 
C:   hear our prayer. 
 
THE COMMUNION  
 

THE PREFACE  
 

P:  The Lord be with you.  

C:  And also with you.  

P:  Lift up your hearts.  

C:  We lift them to the Lord.  

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
  

P:  It is truly good, right and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to you, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, for in the mystery of the Word made 
flesh, you have given us a new revelation of your glory that, seeing you 
in the person of your Son, we may know and love those things which 
are not seen.  Therefore, with angels and archangels and with the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify your glorious name, evermore 
praising you and singing:  
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SANCTUS                                                   Marty Haugen and Susan Briehl 

 
Words © 2004 by Augsburg Fortress, Publishers 

Music ©1994 by GIA Publications, Inc. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 P: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  
 

 P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said, “Take eat, this is My (+) Body, which is given for you.  This do in 
remembrance of me.  “In the same way also He took the cup after supper, 
and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them saying, “Drink of it, all 
of you, this is My (+) Blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you for 
the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.”  
 

INVITATION  
 

P:  Come, for all is ready.  

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have received the 
Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, that 
we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
P: May we go with joy in our hearts and peace in our lives as we are 
witnesses to God’s great plan for salvation.  Through all the celebrations of 
the coming days may the Lord bless you and keep you, may he make is 
presence known to you and may he give you the certainty of his peace and 
love. 
C: Amen. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN                                   Cold December Flies Away 
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DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace, remember the poor, and be kind to one another. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 POSTLUDE 
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