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PRELUDE 
AN INVITATION INTO THE SEASON OF LENT 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (☩) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Friends in Christ, today we enter the historic time of remembering 

Jesus’ Passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is renewed. 
We begin the ancient holy season by acknowledging our need for 
repentance and for God’s mercy.  We are created to experience joy in 
communion with God, to love one another, and to live in harmony 
with creation.  But our sinful rebellion separates us from God, our 
neighbors, and creation, so that we do not enjoy the life our creator 
intended. 
As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends 
against evil and resists whatever leads us away from love of God and 
neighbor.  I invite you, therefore, to the discipline of Lent – self 
examination and repentance, prayers and fasting, sacrificial giving and 
works of love – strengthened by the reminder of God’s love for us and 
forgiveness.  Let us continue our journey through these forty days to 
the great Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
  (please kneel or be seated) 
 
P:  Holy and merciful God, 
C:     we confess to you and to one another, that we have sinned in 

our thoughts, in our words, and by our actions, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. 

 
P: We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Jesus served us.  We 

have not helped those in need and we have harbored thoughts of ill 
will towards the outcasts of the world. 

C:  Have mercy on us, O God. 
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P: For our self-indulgent desires and ways, and our exploitation of other 
people and of your creation, we confess to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

P: And finally for our hidden desires, the things we try to keep secret 
from you and from others, and for all thoughts that we have not 
turned over to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

P: Now we ask, Lord God, that you would restore us, and let your anger 
depart from us.  That you would strengthen our faith in you and give 
us the power to change our actions that we might be more faithful to 
you and to others. 

C: Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 
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IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

Let us pray…Lord, let these ashes be a reminder (☩) to us that we are but 
dust.  May this be a mark of our repentance.  Bless these ashes and all 
those who receive them this night.  May this Lenten season be a 
preparation for the joy of Easter.  We ask this through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
C: Amen. 

(Those who w ish to receive ashes may come forward) 
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HYMN                                                              Savior, When in Dust to You 
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FIRST READING                                                              Job 1:1–12 
The first reading is from Job chapter one. 
 

1 In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. This man was 
blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil. 2 He had seven 

sons and three daughters, 3 and he owned seven thousand sheep, three 
thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen and five hundred donkeys, and 

had a large number of servants. He was the greatest man among all the 
people of the East. 4 His sons used to hold feasts in their homes on their 
birthdays, and they would invite their three sisters to eat and drink with 

them. 5 When a period of feasting had run its course, Job would make 
arrangements for them to be purified. Early in the morning he would 

sacrifice a burnt offering for each of them, thinking, “Perhaps my children 
have sinned and cursed God in their hearts.” This was Job’s regular 

custom. 6 One day the angels came to present themselves before the 
LORD, and Satan also came with them. 7 The LORD said to Satan, “Where 
have you come from?” Satan answered the LORD, “From roaming 

throughout the earth, going back and forth on it.” 8 Then the LORD said to 
Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth like 

him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil.”  
9 “Does Job fear God for nothing?” Satan replied. 10 “Have you not put a 
hedge around him and his household and everything he has? You have 

blessed the work of his hands, so that his flocks and herds are spread 
throughout the land. 11 But now stretch out your hand and strike 

everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your face.” 12 The LORD 
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said to Satan, “Very well, then, everything he has is in your power, but on 
the man himself do not lay a finger.” Then Satan went out from the 

presence of the LORD. 
R: This is the word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 51 
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SECOND READING                                                                              Joel 2:12-17 
 

The Second reading is from Joel chapter two. 
12 “Even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all your heart, with 

fasting and weeping and mourning.” 13 Rend your heart and not your 
garments. Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and 

compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents from 
sending calamity. 14 Who knows? He may turn and relent and leave behind 
a blessing— grain offerings and drink offerings for the LORD your 

God. 15 Blow the trumpet in Zion, declare a holy fast, call a sacred 
assembly. 16 Gather the people, consecrate the assembly; bring together 

the elders, gather the children, those nursing at the breast. Let the 
bridegroom leave his room and the bride her chamber.  

17 Let the priests, who minister before the LORD, weep between the 
portico and the altar. Let them say, “Spare your people, LORD. Do not 
make your inheritance an object of scorn, a byword among the nations. 

Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’ ” 
P: This is the word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                                     John 10:7-11 
 
The Holy Gospel is from St. John, chapter ten. 
 

7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the 
sheep. 8 All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the 
sheep have not listened to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters through 

me will be saved.  They will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The 
thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may 

have life, and have it to the full. 11 “I am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON Flying Blind                                                       Pastor Middaugh 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                                             Come Ye Disconsolate 

 
 
 
 
 
  



12 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
P: Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, 

the world, and all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence 
 

Merciful God, refresh the hearts of your faithful people across all lands and 
generations.  Rescue your church from affliction, hardship, or persecution.  
Remove all obstacles standing in the way of our witness to your grace, mercy 
and everlasting love.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: Renewing God, bless all wilderness places and all inhabitants of the land.  
Protect untouched ecosystems, satisfy parched places, and strengthen roots and 
seeds beneath the soil that await their time to flourish.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: Restoring God, rebuild and repair nations ravaged by war or famine (especially).  
Humble the hearts of governments and authorities, that they loose the bonds of 
injustice and liberate the oppressed.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: Generous God, provide bread for the hungry, shelter for the homeless, and 
protection for the vulnerable.  Listen to the cries of all who are abused, 
imprisoned and who suffer due to pain, anxiety, or illness (especially).  Hear us, 
O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: Faithful God, renew our practices of devotion and discipleship.  Make us 
generous in giving, steadfast in prayer, and attentive to your grace amid many 
distractions.  Be with those who prepare for baptism and affirmation of baptism 
(especially).  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: Redeeming God, you raise us from the dust of death and mark us with the cross 
of salvation.  Strengthen us by the faithfulness of the saints.  Restore our joy 
and lead us by your bountiful grace.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we 
commend them to you; through Christ our Lord.   

C: Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 
P: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
BLESSING FOR THE LENTEN JOURNEY 
 
P: May the almighty and merciful Lord lead us in the ways of peace. 
C: Show us Your ways, O Lord, and lead us along right pathways. 
 
P: Guide us on our Lenten journey. 
C: That we may keep your commandments. 
 
P: Stay with us along the way. 
C: That we may grow in grace.  Amen. 
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Closing Hymn Luther’s Evening Prayer - Phil Magness 
 

 
 
 
POSTLUDE 
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