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PRELUDE 
WELCOME 
OPENING HYMN                                            My Song is Love Unknown 
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INVOCATION AND CALL TO WORSHIP 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (☩) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
COLLECT 
P: Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and 

you forgive the sins of all who are penitent.  Create in us new and 
honest hearts, so that, truly repenting of our sins, we may receive 
from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness through 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
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KYRIE 
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THE READINGS                                                               Job 23:1–17 
The First Reading is from Job chapter twenty-three.                 
 
1 Then Job replied: 2 “Even today my complaint is bitter; his hand is heavy 

in spite of my groaning. 3 If only I knew where to find him; if only I could 
go to his dwelling! 4 I would state my case before him and fill my mouth 
with arguments. 5 I would find out what he would answer me, and consider 

what he would say to me. 6 Would he vigorously oppose me? No, he would 
not press charges against me. 7 There the upright can establish their 

innocence before him, and there I would be delivered forever from my 
judge. 8 “But if I go to the east, he is not there; if I go to the west, I do not 
find him. 9 When he is at work in the north, I do not see him; when he 

turns to the south, I catch no glimpse of him. 10 But he knows the way 
that I take; when he has tested me, I will come forth as gold. 11 My feet 

have closely followed his steps; I have kept to his way without turning 
aside. 12 I have not departed from the commands of his lips; I have 

treasured the words of his mouth more than my daily bread. 13 “But he 
stands alone, and who can oppose him? He does whatever he pleases.  
14 He carries out his decree against me, and many such plans he still has 

in store. 15 That is why I am terrified before him; when I think of all this, I 
fear him. 16 God has made my heart faint; the Almighty has terrified me.  

17 Yet I am not silenced by the darkness, by the thick darkness that covers 
my face. 
R: This is the word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 



7 
 

PSALM 40                                               O God Heal My Soul – David Haas  
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                                 Luke 14:25–32 
 
The Holy Gospel is from St. Luke the fourteenth chapter. 
 
25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said:  
26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and 
children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a person 

cannot be my disciple. 27 And whoever does not carry their cross and 
follow me cannot be my disciple. 28 “Suppose one of you wants to build a 

tower. Won’t you first sit down and estimate the cost to see if you have 
enough money to complete it? 29 For if you lay the foundation and are not 
able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule you, 30 saying, ‘This 

person began to build and wasn’t able to finish.’ 31 “Or suppose a king is 
about to go to war against another king. Won’t he first sit down and 

consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one 
coming against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he is not able, he will send 

a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of 
peace. 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON Understanding How it All Works Together      Pastor Middaugh  
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HYMN OF THE DAY                                         How Firm a Foundation 

 
 

  



10 
 

NICENE CREED  
  

I believe in one God, 
the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible.  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of his Father before all worlds. 
God of God, Light of Light, 
very God of very God, 
begotten, not made,  
being of one substance with the Father, 
by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation 
came down from heaven  
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, 
and was made man;  
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, 
He suffered and was buried,   
And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures. 
and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
And he will come again with glory 
to judge both the living and the dead, 
whose kingdom will have no end.  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, and giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  
And I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
P: Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, 

the world, and all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence 
 

Merciful God, refresh the hearts of your faithful people across all lands and 
generations.  Rescue your church from affliction, hardship, or persecution.  
Remove all obstacles standing in the way of our witness to your grace, mercy 
and everlasting love.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: Renewing God, bless all wilderness places and all inhabitants of the land.  
Protect untouched ecosystems, satisfy parched places, and strengthen roots and 
seeds beneath the soil that await their time to flourish.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: Restoring God, rebuild and repair nations ravaged by war or famine (especially).  
Humble the hearts of governments and authorities, that they loose the bonds of 
injustice and liberate the oppressed.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: Generous God, provide bread for the hungry, shelter for the homeless, and 
protection for the vulnerable.  Listen to the cries of all who are abused, 
imprisoned and who suffer due to pain, anxiety, or illness (especially).  Hear us, 
O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: Faithful God, renew our practices of devotion and discipleship.  Make us 
generous in giving, steadfast in prayer, and attentive to your grace amid many 
distractions.  Be with those who prepare for baptism and affirmation of baptism 
(especially).  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: Redeeming God, you raise us from the dust of death and mark us with the cross 
of salvation.  Strengthen us by the faithfulness of the saints.  Restore our joy 
and lead us by your bountiful grace.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we 
commend them to you; through Christ our Lord.   

C: Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  
Amen. 

BLESSING FOR THE LENTEN JOURNEY 
 
P: May the almighty and merciful Lord lead us in the ways of peace. 
C: Show us Your ways, O Lord, and lead us along right pathways. 
 
P: Guide us on our Lenten journey. 
C: That we may keep your commandments. 
 
P: Stay with us along the way. 
C: That we may grow in grace.  Amen. 
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MUSICAL Offering Luther’s Evening Prayer 

 
POSTLUDE 
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