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PRELUDE 
WELCOME 

OPENING HYMN                             Come To Calvary’s Holy Mountain 

 

INVOCATION AND CALL TO WORSHIP 
P: In the name of the Father and of the (☩) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
COLLECT 
P: Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and 

you forgive the sins of all who are penitent.  Create in us new and 
honest hearts, so that, truly repenting of our sins, we may receive 
from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness through 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
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KYRIE 
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THE READINGS                                                                 Job 3:1–26 
The First Reading is from Genesis chapter three.                 
 
1 After this, Job opened his mouth and cursed the day of his birth. 2 He 
said: 3 “May the day of my birth perish, and the night that said, ‘A boy is 
conceived!’ 4 That day—may it turn to darkness; may God above not care 

about it; may no light shine on it. 5 May gloom and utter darkness claim it 
once more; may a cloud settle over it; may blackness overwhelm it. 6 That 

night—may thick darkness seize it; may it not be included among the days 
of the year nor be entered in any of the months. 7 May that night be 
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barren; may no shout of joy be heard in it. 8 May those who curse 
days curse that day, those who are ready to rouse Leviathan. 9 May its 

morning stars become dark; may it wait for daylight in vain and not see the 
first rays of dawn, 10 for it did not shut the doors of the womb on me to 

hide trouble from my eyes. 11 “Why did I not perish at birth, and die as I 
came from the womb? 12 Why were there knees to receive me and breasts 
that I might be nursed? 13 For now I would be lying down in peace; I 

would be asleep and at rest 14 with kings and rulers of the earth, who built 
for themselves places now lying in ruins, 15 with princes who had gold, 

who filled their houses with silver. 16 Or why was I not hidden away in the 
ground like a stillborn child, like an infant who never saw the light of day?  
17 There the wicked cease from turmoil, and there the weary are at rest.  

18 Captives also enjoy their ease; they no longer hear the slave driver’s 
shout. 19 The small and the great are there, and the slaves are freed from 

their owners. 20 “Why is light given to those in misery, and life to the bitter 
of soul, 21 to those who long for death that does not come, who search for 

it more than for hidden treasure, 22 who are filled with gladness and 
rejoice when they reach the grave? 23 Why is life given to a man whose 
way is hidden, whom God has hedged in? 24 For sighing has become my 

daily food; my groans pour out like water. 25 What I feared has come upon 
me; what I dreaded has happened to me. 26 I have no peace, no 

quietness; I have no rest, but only turmoil.” 
R: This is the word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 130 De Profundis Blues – Paul Wellicome 
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                               Matthew 5:1-12 
 
The Holy Gospel is from St. Matthew chapter five. 
 
1 Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat 
down. His disciples came to him, 2 and he began to teach them. He said:  
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 5 Blessed are 
the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 6 Blessed are those who hunger 

and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 7 Blessed are the 
merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for 
they will see God. 9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called 

children of God. 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of 
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you 

when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil 
against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your 

reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you. 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON Learning to Lament                                        Pastor Middaugh  
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HYMN OF THE DAY                                                Glory Be to Jesus 
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NICENE CREED  
  

I believe in one God, 
the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible.  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of his Father before all worlds. 
God of God, Light of Light, 
very God of very God, 
begotten, not made,  
being of one substance with the Father, 
by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation 
came down from heaven  
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, 
and was made man;  
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, 
He suffered and was buried,   
And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures. 
and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
And he will come again with glory 
to judge both the living and the dead, 
whose kingdom will have no end.  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, and giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  
And I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
P: Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, 

the world, and all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence 
 

Merciful God, refresh the hearts of your faithful people across all lands and 
generations.  Rescue your church from affliction, hardship, or persecution.  
Remove all obstacles standing in the way of our witness to your grace, mercy 
and everlasting love.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: Renewing God, bless all wilderness places and all inhabitants of the land.  
Protect untouched ecosystems, satisfy parched places, and strengthen roots and 
seeds beneath the soil that await their time to flourish.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: Restoring God, rebuild and repair nations ravaged by war or famine (especially).  
Humble the hearts of governments and authorities, that they loose the bonds of 
injustice and liberate the oppressed.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: Generous God, provide bread for the hungry, shelter for the homeless, and 
protection for the vulnerable.  Listen to the cries of all who are abused, 
imprisoned and who suffer due to pain, anxiety, or illness (especially).  Hear us, 
O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: Faithful God, renew our practices of devotion and discipleship.  Make us 
generous in giving, steadfast in prayer, and attentive to your grace amid many 
distractions.  Be with those who prepare for baptism and affirmation of baptism 
(especially).  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: Redeeming God, you raise us from the dust of death and mark us with the cross 
of salvation.  Strengthen us by the faithfulness of the saints.  Restore our joy 
and lead us by your bountiful grace.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we 
commend them to you; through Christ our Lord.   

C: Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  
Amen. 

BLESSING FOR THE LENTEN JOURNEY 
 
P: May the almighty and merciful Lord lead us in the ways of peace. 
C: Show us Your ways, O Lord, and lead us along right pathways. 
 
P: Guide us on our Lenten journey. 
C: That we may keep your commandments. 
 
P: Stay with us along the way. 
C: That we may grow in grace.  Amen. 
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MUSICAL Offering Luther’s Evening Prayer 

 
Music © 2004 Phil Magness.  Concordia Publishing House.  St. Louis 
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