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+ THE GATHERING + 
PRELUDE 
WELCOME 
GATHERING HYMN                            Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word 

 
 

INVOCATION 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.  
P:  In the Name of the Father, and of the (+) Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

(Matthew 28:19) 
C:  Amen. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,  
C: who made heaven and earth.  
 
P: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?  
C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.  
 
P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together 
as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly 
Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 
merciful to me, a sinner.  
C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead 
us to everlasting life. Amen.  
 
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE                                                                You Are Holy  

 

 
Text and music © 1990 Ton Vis Produktion AB, Administered by Augsburg Fortress in North America, 

 
 
 
 
 



   
 

 5  
 

SALUTATION 
 

P:   The Lord be with you.     C:  And also with you. 
 

COLLECT 
 

P:    Let us pray. 
O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world.  Graft 
us into yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth 
and love to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

C:    Amen. 
 
 

CHILDRENS MESSAGE                                                Pastor Middaugh 
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+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 

FIRST READING                                                                 Jonah 3:1-10   
 

The first reading is from Jonah the third chapter. 
 

1 Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time: 2 “Go to the 
great city of Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you.” 3 Jonah 

obeyed the word of the LORD and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a 
very large city; it took three days to go through it. 4 Jonah began by going 

a day’s journey into the city, proclaiming, “Forty more days and Nineveh will 
be overthrown.” 5 The Ninevites believed God. A fast was proclaimed, and 
all of them, from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth. 6 When 

Jonah’s warning reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took 
off his royal robes, covered himself with sackcloth and sat down in the 

dust. 7 This is the proclamation he issued in Nineveh: “By the decree of the 
king and his nobles: Do not let people or animals, herds or flocks, taste 
anything; do not let them eat or drink. 8 But let people and animals be 

covered with sackcloth. Let everyone call urgently on God. Let them give up 
their evil ways and their violence. 9 Who knows? God may yet relent and 

with compassion turn from his fierce anger so that we will not 
perish.” 10 When God saw what they did and how they turned from their 
evil ways, he relented and did not bring on them the destruction he had 

threatened. 
P:    This is the word of the Lord.     C:    Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 92                     Lord, It Is Good To Give Thanks - Michel Guimmont 
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SECOND READING                                                       Colossians 1:3-8 
The Second Reading is from Colossians chapter one. 
3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray 

for you, 4 because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the 
love you have for all God’s people— 5 the faith and love that spring from 

the hope stored up for you in heaven and about which you have already 
heard in the true message of the gospel 6 that has come to you. In the 
same way, the gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole 

world—just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and 
truly understood God’s grace. 7 You learned it from Epaphras, our dear 

fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, 8 and who 
also told us of your love in the Spirit. 
P:   This is the word of the Lord.   
C:   Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL SONG                                                          Listen, God Is Calling 
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                                     Mark 4:26-34   

 
The Holy Gospel is from Saint Mark, the fourth Chapter. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

26 He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters 
seed on the ground.  27 Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the 

seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how.  28 All by itself the 
soil produces grain—first the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the 
head.  29 As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the 

harvest has come.” 30 Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of 
God is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it?  31 It is like a 

mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth.  32 Yet when 
planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such 
big branches that the birds can perch in its shade.”  33 With many similar 

parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could 
understand.  34 He did not say anything to them without using a parable. 

But when he was alone with his own disciples, he explained everything.  
P:   This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON For A Purpose                                                 Pastor Middaugh 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                            Almighty God, Your Word is Cast 

 
APOSTLES CREED 
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth.    
  

        And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 
descended into hell, the third day he rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the living and the 
dead.  
  

        I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
(congregation may kneel or stand during the prayers) 

 
P:  Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
P: The Lord be with you  
C: and  also with you. 
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord.  
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
C: It is right to give thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to 

give you thanks, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through 
Jesus Christ, your only Son our Lord.  This day we give you thanks 
because in fulfilment of your promise you pour out your Spirit upon us, 
filling us with your gifts, leading us into all truth, and uniting peoples 
of many tongues in the confession of one faith.  Your Spirit gives us 
grace to call you Father, to proclaim your gospel to all nations and to 
serve you as a royal priesthood.  Therefore we join our voices with 
angels and archangels, for ever praising you and saying: 
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SANCTUS 

 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  
 

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. 
This do in remembrance of Me.”  

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this 
cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of Me.”  

 

PAX DOMINI  
 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C:  Amen. 
 
AGNUS DEI 

 



   
 

 15  
 

THE DISTRIBUTION 
 
THE DISMISSAL 

 

 P: May the truly present Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen and keep you in body and soul unto life everlasting.  Go in 
peace. 

 C: Amen. 
 
        POST COMMUNION CANTICLE                     I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me 

                                                        + SENDING + 
 

BENEDICAMUS and BENEDICTION 

P:   Let us bless the Lord.      

C:   Thanks be to God. 

P:   The Lord bless you and keep you. 

      The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

      The Lord look upon you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C:  Amen. 
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     SENDING HYMN                                                         Build Us Up, Lord  
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DISMISSAL 

P:  The Lord is Risen.  Alleluia!  

C:  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
P:  Go in peace and serve the Lord.     

C:  Thanks be to God.  
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