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+ THE GATHERING + 
PRELUDE            Rejoice, Rejoice “Awake, Awake and Great the New Morn     

arr. Sedio                                                   
    WELCOME                               
 

GATHERING HYMN                     Awake, Awake, and Greet the New Morn 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
P: We praise you, O God, for this wheel of time that marks our days of 

preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on this wreath, 
open our eyes to see your presence in the lowly ones of this earth. 
Enlighten us with your grace, that we may sing of your advent among 
us in the Word made flesh. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose 
coming is certain and whose day draws near. 

C: Amen.  
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.) 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, (+) one God, who alone does wonders, who  
    lifts up the lowly, who fills the hungry with good things. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
P: God for whom we wait, 
C: in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you.  We 

fail in believing that your good news is for us.  We falter in our call 
to tend to your creation.  We find our sense of self in material 
wealth.  We fear those different from ourselves.  We forget that 
we are your children and turn away from your love.  Forgive us, 
Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace.  Amen. 

 

P: God in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you!  Through the power of 
the Holy Spirit (+) you are forgiven.  You are children of the Most High, 
inheritors of the eternal promise, and recipients of divine mercy.  God 
strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 

C: Amen. 
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KYRIE                                                                                 Unfailing Light  
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SALUTATION 
 

P:   The Lord be with you.      
C:   And also with you. 
 
COLLECT 
 

P:    Let us pray. 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace 
and might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you 
in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:    Amen. 
 
CHILDRENS MESSAGE                                                     Rev. Alex Harris 
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+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
FIRST READING                                                                   Micah 5:2-5a 
The first reading is from Micah the fifth chapter. 
 

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of 
Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose 
origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 3 Therefore Israel will be 
abandoned until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, and the 
rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 4 He will stand and 
shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name 
of the LORD his God. And they will live securely, for then his greatness will 
reach to the ends of the earth. 5 And he will be our peace when the 
Assyrians invade our land and march through our fortresses. We will raise 
against them seven shepherds, even eight commanders, 
P:    This is the word of the Lord.      
C:    Thanks be to God. 
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Psalmody Luke 1:47-53 My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness Marty Haugen 
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SECOND READING                                                     Hebrews 10:5-10 
The Second Reading is from Hebrews the tenth chapter. 
5 Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: “Sacrifice and 
offering you did not desire, but a body you prepared for me; 6 with burnt 
offerings and sin offerings you were not pleased. 7 Then I said, ‘Here I 
am—it is written about me in the scroll— I have come to do your will, my 
God.’ ” 8 First he said, “Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin 
offerings you did not desire, nor were you pleased with them”—though they 
were offered in accordance with the law. 9 Then he said, “Here I am, I 
have come to do your will.” He sets aside the first to establish the second.  
10 And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the 
body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
P:   This is the word of the Lord.   
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       

 
Cantor: Here I am, the servant of the Lord; Let it be with me according to  
             your word. 
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                                      Luke 1:39-45 
 

P:   The Holy Gospel is from Saint Luke, the first Chapter. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

39 At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of 
Judea, 40 where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth.  
41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, 
and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 In a loud voice she 
exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you 
will bear! 43 But why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should 
come to me? 44 As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, 
the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 Blessed is she who has believed 
that the Lord would fulfill his promises to her!” 
P:   This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:   Praise to you, O Christ. 
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ANTHEM The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy                      West Indian Carol 
Arranged by Dorothy and Tom Christopherson 

 

The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy… 
And they say that his name was Jesus 
 

Refrain 
He come from the glory. 
He come from the glorious Kingdom.. 
 

The angels sang when the baby was born… 
and proclaim him the Savior Jesus   Refrain 
 
The wiseman saw where the baby was born… 
And they say that his name was Jesus.  Refrain 
 
SERMON                                                                            Rev. Alex Harris 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                                    Jesus, What a Wonderful Child 
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APOSTLES CREED 
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth.    

         And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 
descended into hell, the third day he rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the living and the 
dead.  

         I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

(congregation may kneel or stand during the prayers) 
 

P:  Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
 

THE MEAL 
 

P: The Lord be with you  
C: and also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord.  
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
C: It is right to give thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through 
Christ our Lord.  You comforted your people with the promise of the 
Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day 
when he comes again to judge the world in righteousness.  And so, 
with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS  

 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 



   
 

 16  
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  
 

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. 
This do in remembrance of Me.”  

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this 
cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of Me.”  

 

PAX DOMINI  
 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C:  Amen. 
 

 
AGNUS DEI 
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THE INVITATION 
 
P: Come to Christ’s banquet.  Feast on God’s gift of grace. 
 
THE DISTRIBUTION 
 
THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

 P: Most High God, you have come among us at this table.  By the Spirit’s 
power, form us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and 
grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host our guest. 

 C: Amen. 
 
             

+ SENDING + 

BLESSING 

P:   Let us bless the Lord.      

C:   Thanks be to God. 

P:   The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we 
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Jesus 
Christ for whom we wait. 

 C:  Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN                                                         Joy to the World  
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DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace, Christ is near. 

C:  Thanks be to God.  
  

POSTLUDE                       Of the Father’s Love Begotten arr. Walter Schurr                                 
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