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Prelude 
Hymn Comfort, Comfort Now My People 
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Holden Evening Prayer 
Service of Light 
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Evening Hymn 
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Evening Thanksgiving 
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Psalmody, Readings and Canticles 
 
Psalm 141 

 
 

 
1. O God, I call to you, come to me now; O hear my voice when I cry to you.  Refrain 

 
  2. Keep watch within me God; Deep in my heart may the light of your love be burning  
         bright.  Refrain 
 
3. All praise to the God of all, Creator of life; all praise be to Christ and the Spirit of love.  

Refrain 
 

(Silence for meditation) 
 
Leader:  May our prayers come before you, O God, as incense, and may 
your presence surround and fill us, so that in union with all creation, we 
might sing your praise and your love in our lives. 
All: Amen. 
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FIRST READING                                                              Isaiah 40:1-11 
The First Reading is from Isaiah, the fortieth chapter. 
 

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
and proclaim to her that her hard service has been completed, that her sin 
has been paid for, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all 
her sins. A voice of one calling: “In the wilderness prepare the way for the 
LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall 
be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall 
become level, the rugged places a plain. And the glory of the LORD will be 
revealed, and all people will see it together. For the mouth of the LORD has 
spoken.” A voice says, “Cry out.” And I said, “What shall I cry?” “All people 
are like grass, and all their faithfulness is like the flowers of the field. The 
grass withers and the flowers fall, because the breath of the LORD blows on 
them. Surely the people are grass. The grass withers and the flowers fall, 
but the word of our God endures forever.” You who bring good news to 
Zion, go up on a high mountain. You who bring good news to Jerusalem, 
lift up your voice with a shout, lift it up, do not be afraid; say to the towns 
of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the Sovereign LORD comes with 
power, and he rules with a mighty arm. See, his reward is with him, and his 
recompense accompanies him. He tends his flock like a shepherd: He 
gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them close to his heart; he gently 
leads those that have young. 
 
P:    This is the word of the Lord.      
C:    Thanks be to God. 
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THE GOSPEL Luke 1:57-80 
P: The Holy Gospel is from St. Luke, the fifty-seventh Chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to a son. 
Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown her great 
mercy, and they shared her joy. On the eighth day they came to circumcise 
the child, and they were going to name him after his father Zechariah, but 
his mother spoke up and said, “No! He is to be called John.” They said to 
her, “There is no one among your relatives who has that name.” Then they 
made signs to his father, to find out what he would like to name the child. 
He asked for a writing tablet, and to everyone’s astonishment he wrote, 
“His name is John.” Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue set 
free, and he began to speak, praising God. All the neighbors were filled with 
awe, and throughout the hill country of Judea people were talking about all 
these things. Everyone who heard this wondered about it, asking, “What 
then is this child going to be?” For the Lord’s hand was with him. His father 
Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied: 
“Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, 
    because he has come to his people and redeemed them. 
He has raised up a horn of salvation for us 
    in the house of his servant David 
(as he said through his holy prophets of long ago), 
salvation from our enemies 
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    and from the hand of all who hate us— 
to show mercy to our ancestors 
    and to remember his holy covenant, 
    the oath he swore to our father Abraham: 
to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, 
    and to enable us to serve him without fear 
in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 
And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; 
    for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, 
to give his people the knowledge of salvation 
    through the forgiveness of their sins, 
because of the tender mercy of our God, 
    by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven 
to shine on those living in darkness 
    and in the shadow of death, 
to guide our feet into the path of peace.” 
And the child grew and became strong in spirit; and he lived in the 
wilderness until he appeared publicly to Israel. 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon                                                                         Pastor Friedrich 
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Holden Evening Prayer 
 

Leader:  “The light shines in the darkness…” 
All:        “And the darkness has not overcome it.” 
 

The Annunciation Luke 1:26-28, 30-32, 38 
 

Leader: An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth to a woman 
whose name was Mary.  The angel said to here, “Rejoice, O highly favored, 
for God is with you.  You shall bear a child and his name shall be Jesus, the 
Chosen One of God Most High.” And Mary said, I am the servant of my God, 
I live to do your will.” 
The Magnificat 

 
VERSES/CANTOR 
Great and mighty are you, O Holy One, 
Strong is your kindness evermore. 
How you favor the weak and lowly one, 
Humbling to proud of heart.         (TO REFRAIN V. 2) 
 
Great and mighty are you, O Faithful One, 
Strong is your justice, strong your love, 
As you promised to Sarah and Abraham, 
Kindness for evermore.                 (TO RERAIN V. 3) 
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The Litany and Prayers 
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Leader: Great and merciful God, Source and Ground of all goodness and 
life, give to your people the peace that passes all understanding and the will 
to live your Gospel of mercy and justice, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All:  Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Leader:  God, remember us in your love, and teach us to pray: 
All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  Your Kingdom 
come: your will be done on earth as I heaven.  Give us today our 
daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us.  Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  
For the Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever.  Amen. 
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The Final Blessing 
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Hymn Blessed Be the God of Israel 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Christ is near. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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