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+ THE GATHERING + 
PRELUDE                                            In the Bleak Midwinter arr. Shackley                   

    WELCOME                               
 

GATHERING HYMN                                        Savior of the Nations, Come 

 

 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
P: We praise you, O God, for this victory wreath that marks our days of 

preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on this wreath, 
strengthen our hearts as we await the Lord’s coming in glory. 
Enlighten us with your grace, that we may serve our neighbors in 
need. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and 
whose day draws near. 

C: Amen.  
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.) 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, (+) one God, who alone does wonders, who  
    lifts up the lowly, who fills the hungry with good things. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
P: God for whom we wait, 
C: in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you.  We 

fail in believing that your good news is for us.  We falter in our call 
to tend to your creation.  We find our sense of self in material 
wealth.  We fear those different from ourselves.  We forget that 
we are your children and turn away from your love.  Forgive us, 
Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace.  Amen. 

 

P: God in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you!  Through the power of 
the Holy Spirit (+) you are forgiven.  You are children of the Most High, 
inheritors of the eternal promise, and recipients of divine mercy.  God 
strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 

C: Amen. 
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KYRIE                                                                                 Unfailing Light  
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SALUTATION 
 

P:   The Lord be with you.      
C:   And also with you. 
 

COLLECT 
 

P:    Let us pray. 
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to 
the preaching of John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring 
forth the fruits of repentance; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C:    Amen. 
 

CHILDRENS MESSAGE                                                     Rev. Alex Harris 
+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

FIRST READING                                                           Zephaniah 3:14-20 
The first reading is from Zephaniah the third chapter. 
 

14 Sing, Daughter Zion; shout aloud, Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, 
Daughter Jerusalem! 15 The LORD has taken away your punishment, he has turned 
back your enemy. The LORD, the King of Israel, is with you; never again will you fear 
any harm. 16 On that day they will say to Jerusalem, “Do not fear, Zion; do not let 
your hands hang limp. 17 The LORD your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who 
saves. He will take great delight in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke you, but 
will rejoice over you with singing.” 18 “I will remove from you all who mourn over the 
loss of your appointed festivals, which is a burden and reproach for you. 19 At that 
time I will deal with all who oppressed you. I will rescue the lame; I will gather the 
exiles. I will give them praise and honor in every land where they have suffered 
shame. 20 At that time I will gather you; at that time I will bring you home. I will give 
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you honor and praise among all the peoples of the earth when I restore your fortunes 
before your very eyes,” says the LORD.. 

P:    This is the word of the Lord.      
C:    Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalmody Isaiah 12: 2-6 With Joy You Shall Draw Water–Marty Haugen 
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SECOND READING                                                      Philippians 4:4-7 
The Second Reading is from Philippians chapter four. 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your 

gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 

present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
P:   This is the word of the Lord.   
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       

 
Cantor: I am sending my messenger before you, who will prepare the way        
             before you. 

 
 
  



   
 

 8  
 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                         Luke 3:7-18 
 

P:   The Holy Gospel is from Saint Luke, the third Chapter. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

7 John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping with 
repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ 
For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 9 The ax 
is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will 
be cut down and thrown into the fire.” 10 “What should we do then?” the crowd 
asked. 11 John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who 
has none, and anyone who has food should do the same.” 12 Even tax collectors 
came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what should we do?” 13 “Don’t collect 
any more than you are required to,” he told them.  
14 Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?” He replied, “Don’t extort 
money and don’t accuse people falsely—be content with your pay.” 15 The people 
were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly 
be the Messiah. 16 John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But one who is 
more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. 
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand 
to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up 
the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 18 And with many other words John exhorted the 
people and proclaimed the good news to them. 
P:   This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C:   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                                                                            Rev. Alex Harris 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                                                    All Earth Is Hopeful  

 
 
  



   
 

 10  
 

APOSTLES CREED 
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth.    

         And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 
descended into hell, the third day he rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the living and the 
dead.  

         I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

(congregation may kneel or stand during the prayers) 
 

P:  Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
 

THE MEAL 
 

P: The Lord be with you  
C: and also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord.  
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
C: It is right to give thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through 
Christ our Lord.  You comforted your people with the promise of the 
Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day 
when he comes again to judge the world in righteousness.  And so, 
with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 



   
 

 11  
 

SANCTUS  

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  
 

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. 
This do in remembrance of Me.”  

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this 
cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of Me.”  

 

PAX DOMINI  
 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C:  Amen. 
 

 
AGNUS DEI 
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THE INVITATION 
 
P: Come to Christ’s banquet.  Feast on God’s gift of grace. 
 
THE DISTRIBUTION 
 
THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

 P: Most High God, you have come among us at this table.  By the Spirit’s 
power, form us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and 
grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host our guest. 

 C: Amen. 
 
             

+ SENDING + 

BLESSING 

P:   Let us bless the Lord.      

C:   Thanks be to God. 

P:   The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we 
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Jesus 
Christ for whom we wait. 

 C:  Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN                                                         People Look East  

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace, Christ is near. 

C:  Thanks be to God.  
  

POSTLUDE                              In the Bleak Midwinter arr. Malcolm Archer             
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