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+ THE GATHERING + 
PRELUDE                                           “In dulci jubilo” by Don Michael Dicie 
WELCOME 
(please stand, turn toward the cross)                                     
OPENING HYMN                                                    O Come All Ye Faithful  
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INVOCATION 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose  
     mercy endures forever. 
C:  Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: As we celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, God invites us to 

come to him, confessing the ways we have fallen short and seeking 
forgiveness and the new life He freely grants. 

(please kneel or be seated as we make our confession) 

P: God of grace and truth, we come before you humbly with open hearts 
confessing that 

C: we have not always trusted you as our source of hope and 
peace, we have not placed on you our worries and concerns.  
We have been impatient with others and have not loved as 
you have loved us.  We seek your forgiveness now, and ask 
you to lead us to celebrating the coming of your Son during 
this great season of joy. 

P: Today we lift up praises to God as we rejoice in the birth of His Son.  
Because of Jesus’ ministry on earth and His sacrifice on the cross we 
confidently live today in the knowledge of his love.  I remind you now 
that your sins are forgiven in the holy name of (+) Jesus Christ who 
came and will come again. 

C: Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE                                     Angels We Have Heard on High 
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SALUTATION 
P:   The Lord be with you.     C:  And also with you. 
 

COLLECT 
 
P:    Let us pray. 
 

Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God and open our 
minds to the knowledge of your word, that in all things we may think 
and act according to your good will and may live continually in the 
light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:    Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME                                                                Pastor Harris 
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+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
     

FIRST READING                                                      1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
  

The First Reading is from 1 Samuel, the second chapter. 
 

18 But Samuel was ministering before the LORD—a boy wearing a linen 

ephod. 19 Each year his mother made him a little robe and took it to him 
when she went up with her husband to offer the annual sacrifice. 20 Eli 

would bless Elkanah and his wife, saying, “May the LORD give you children 
by this woman to take the place of the one she prayed for and gave to the 
LORD.” Then they would go home. 26 And the boy Samuel continued to 

grow in stature and in favor with the LORD and with people. 
P:    This is the word of the Lord.      
C:    Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING                                                       Colossians 3:12-17 
The Second Reading is from Colossians chapter three. 
 

12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe 

yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.  
13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a 

grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over 
all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.  

15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one 
body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of 
Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with 

all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to 
God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you do, whether in 

word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
the Father through him. 
P:   This is the word of the Lord.   
C:   Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLIMATION Go Tell It On the Mountain 
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Glory to You O Lord. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL                                                                  Luke 2:41-52                

The Holy Gospel is from Saint Luke, the second chapter. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

41 Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the 

Passover. 42 When he was twelve years old, they went up to the festival, 
according to the custom. 43 After the festival was over, while his parents 
were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they 

were unaware of it. 44 Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on 
for a day. Then they began looking for him among their relatives and 

friends. 45 When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to 
look for him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple courts, 

sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions.  
47 Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his 
answers. 48 When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother 

said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have 
been anxiously searching for you.” 49 “Why were you searching for 

me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?”  
50 But they did not understand what he was saying to them. 51 Then he 
went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his 

mother treasured all these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus grew in 
wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man. 

P:   This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C:   Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON                                                                                Pastor Harris 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                                    Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth.   
 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 
descended into hell, the third day he rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  

 

(congregation may kneel or stand during prayers) 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:   Lord, in Your mercy . . . . 
C:   hear our prayer. 
 
THE COMMUNION  
 

THE PREFACE  
 

P:  The Lord be with you.  

C:  And also with you.  

P:  Lift up your hearts.  

C:  We lift them to the Lord.  

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
  

P:  It is truly good, right and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to you, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, for in the mystery of the Word made 
flesh, you have given us a new revelation of your glory that, seeing you 
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in the person of your Son, we may know and love those things which 
are not seen.  Therefore, with angels and archangels and with the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify your glorious name, evermore 
praising you and singing:  

 
SANCTUS                                                   Marty Haugen and Susan Briehl 

 
Words © 2004 by Augsburg Fortress, Publishers 

Music ©1994 by GIA Publications, Inc. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

 P: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

AGNUS DEI 
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THE INVITATION 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  
 

 P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said, “Take eat, this is My (+) Body, which is given for you.  This do in 
remembrance of me.  “In the same way also He took the cup after supper, 
and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them saying, “Drink of it, all 
of you, this is My (+) Blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you for 
the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.”  
 

INVITATION  
 

P:  Come, for all is ready.  

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have received the 
Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, that 
we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
P: May we go with joy in our hearts and peace in our lives as we are 
witnesses to God’s great plan for salvation.  Through all the celebrations of 
the coming days may the Lord bless you and keep you, may he make is 
presence known to you and may he give you the certainty of his peace and 
love. 
C: Amen. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN                                       Cold December Flies Away  

                         
 
 



   
 

 16  
 

DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace, remember the poor, and be kind to one another. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 POSTLUDE                                        “In dulci jubilo” Setting by J. S. Bach 
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