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+ THE GATHERING + 
PRELUDE                                                  Liebster Jesu Setting by Walther 
WELCOME 
OPENING HYMN                                   Open Your Ears, O Faithful People 
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INVOCATION 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose  
     mercy endures forever. 
C:  Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P:  In Christ Jesus and through faith in him we may approach God with 

freedom and confidence, so we kneel before our King in confession. 
(Please kneel or be seated as we confess our sins) 

C:  Lord of the nations, the wise men traveled many miles and 
searched carefully for Your Son, bowed down, and worshiped 
Him. But even though I need to go nowhere to find You, 
because You come to me, I still ignore Your presence, and I 
think, speak, and act selfishly as if You hadn’t come. I am less 
than the least of all the Lord’s people, so I depend on Your 
mercy on behalf of Christ to forgive my sin that although thick 
darkness covers Your people, I may see Your glory. 

P:  Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD rises 
upon you. Through the Gospel, the Gentiles are heirs together with 
Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the 
promise in Christ Jesus, according to his eternal purpose that he 
accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. Therefore, as a called and 
ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sin 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen! 
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HYMN OF PRAISE                                                                  Glory to God 

 



   
 

 5  
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SALUTATION 
P:   The Lord be with you.     C:  And also with you. 
 

COLLECT 
 
P:    Let us pray. 
 

Blessed  Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written 
for the nourishment of your people.  Grant that we may hear them, 
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that comforted by your 
promised, we may embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of 
eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME                                                               Mark Weilnau 
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+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
     

FIRST READING                                               Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
 

The First Reading is from Nehemiah, the eighth chapter. 
 
1 all the people came together as one in the square before the Water Gate. They told 
Ezra the teacher of the Law to bring out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the 
LORD had commanded for Israel. 2 So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the 
priest brought the Law before the assembly, which was made up of men and women 
and all who were able to understand. 3 He read it aloud from daybreak till noon as he 
faced the square before the Water Gate in the presence of the men, women and 
others who could understand. And all the people listened attentively to the Book of the 
Law. 5 Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him because he was standing 
above them; and as he opened it, the people all stood up. 6 Ezra praised the LORD, 
the great God; and all the people lifted their hands and responded, “Amen! Amen!” 
Then they bowed down and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. 
8 They read from the Book of the Law of God, making it clear and giving the meaning 
so that the people understood what was being read. 9 Then Nehemiah the governor, 
Ezra the priest and teacher of the Law, and the Levites who were instructing the 
people said to them all, “This day is holy to the LORD your God. Do not mourn or 
weep.” For all the people had been weeping as they listened to the words of the 
Law. 10 Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some 
to those who have nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for 
the joy of the LORD is your strength.” 
P:    This is the word of the Lord.      
C:    Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 19                      The Statutes of the Lord are Just – Marty Haugen
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SECOND READING                                                 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 
 
The Second Reading is from 1 Corinthians chapter twelve. 
 

12 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form 
one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit so 

as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were 
all given the one Spirit to drink. 14 Even so the body is not made up of one 

part but of many. 15 Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, 
I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of 
the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not 

belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the 
body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing 

be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be?  
18 But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just 
as he wanted them to be. 19 If they were all one part, where would the 

body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 21 The eye 
cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the 

feet, “I don’t need you!” 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that 
seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are 
less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are 

unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24 while our presentable 
parts need no special treatment. But God has put the body together, giving 

greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25 so that there should be no 
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division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each 
other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is 

honored, every part rejoices with it. 27 Now you are the body of Christ, and 
each one of you is a part of it. 28 And God has placed in the church first of 
all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of 

healing, of helping, of guidance, and of different kinds of tongues. 29 Are 
all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do 

all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues ? Do all interpret? 31 Now 
eagerly desire the greater gifts. And yet I will show you the most excellent 
way. 

P:   This is the word of the Lord.   
C:   Thanks be to God. 
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                                       Luke 4:14-21 
 

The Holy Gospel is from Saint Luke, the fourth chapter. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

14 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him 
spread through the whole countryside. 15 He was teaching in their 
synagogues, and everyone praised him. 16 He went to Nazareth, where he 

had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, 
as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet 

Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is 
written: 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to 
proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for 

the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free,  
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 20 Then he rolled up the 

scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in 
the synagogue were fastened on him. 21 He began by saying to 
them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” 

P:   This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                                                                               Mark Weilnau 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                             Word of God, Come Down on Earth 

 
  



   
 

 13  
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth.   
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 
descended into hell, the third day he rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  

 

(congregation may kneel or stand during prayers) 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:   Lord, in Your mercy . . . . 
C:   hear our prayer. 
 

THE COMMUNION  
 

THE PREFACE  
 

P:  The Lord be with you.  

C:  And also with you.  

P:  Lift up your hearts.  

C:  We lift them to the Lord.  

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 P:  It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through 
Christ our Lord. Sharing our life, he lived among us to reveal your glory 
and love, that our darkness should give way to his own brilliant light. 
And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn:  
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SANCTUS                                                   Marty Haugen and Susan Briehl 

 
Words © 2004 by Augsburg Fortress, Publishers 

Music ©1994 by GIA Publications, Inc. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

 P: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  
 

 P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said, “Take eat, this is My (+) Body, which is given for you.  This do in 
remembrance of me.  “In the same way also He took the cup after supper, 
and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them saying, “Drink of it, all 
of you, this is My (+) Blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you for 
the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.”  
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Lamb of God 

 
 
 
INVITATION  
 

P:  Come, for all is ready.  

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have received the 
Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, that 
we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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NUNC DIMITUS        Now, Lord, You Let Your Servant (Detroit Folk Mass) 
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BENEDICTION 
P:    Go now as a light to the nations.  Honor the Lord; preach what you 

know of the risen Christ, and fulfil all righteousness. And may God 
strengthen you and bless you with peace; May Christ Jesus bring forth 
justice for you and among you; And may the Holy Spirit alight on you 
and affirm you as God’s beloved ones. 

C: Amen. 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN                           The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve 
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DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace, remember the poor, and be kind to one another. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                                           Liebster Jesus Setting by J. S. Bach 
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