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PRELUDE 
AN INVITATION INTO THE SEASON OF LENT 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (☩) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

P: Friends in Christ, today we enter the historic time of remembering 
Jesus’ Passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is renewed. 
We begin the ancient holy season by acknowledging our need for 
repentance and for God’s mercy. We are created to experience joy in 
communion with God, to love one another, and to live in harmony 
with creation. But our sinful rebellion separates us from God, our 
neighbors, and creation, so that we do not enjoy the life our creator 
intended. 
As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends 
against evil and resists whatever leads us away from love of God and 
neighbor. I invite you, therefore, to the discipline of Lent – self 
examination and repentance, prayers and fasting, sacrificial giving and 
works o f love – strengthened by the reminder of God’s love for us 
and forgiveness. Let us continue our journey through these forty 
days to the great Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
(please kneel or be seated) 

 
P: Holy and merciful God, 
C: we confess to you and to one another, that we have sinned in 

our thoughts, in our words, and by our actions, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. 

 
P:  We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Jesus served us. We 

have not helped those in need and we have harbored thoughts of ill 
will towards the outcasts of the world. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
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P: For our self-indulgent desires and ways, and our exploitation of other 
people and of your creation, we confess to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
P: And finally for our hidden desires, the things we try to keep secret 

from you and from others, and for all thoughts that we have not 
turned over to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
P: Now we ask, Lord God, that you would restore us, and let your anger 

depart from us. That you would strengthen our faith in you and give 
us the power to change our actions that we might be more faithful to 
you and to others. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

PSALM 51 
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IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

Let us pray…Lord, let these ashes be a reminder (☩) to us that we are but 
dust. May this be a mark of our repentance. Bless these ashes and all 
those who receive them this night. May this Lenten season be a 
preparation for the joy of Easter. We ask this through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
C: Amen. 

(Those who wish to receive ashes may come forward) 
 

HYMN                                                            Savior, When in Dust to You 
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FIRST READING                                                          Genesis 50:15-21 
 

The first reading is from Genesis chapter fifty. 
 
15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What 
if Joseph holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we 
did to him?” 16 So they sent word to Joseph, saying, “Your father left these 

instructions before he died: 17 ‘This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask 
you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in 

treating you so badly.’ Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the God 
of your father.” When their message came to him, Joseph wept. 18 His 
brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. “We are your 

slaves,” they said. 19 But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the 
place of God? 20 You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to 

accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. 21 So then, 
don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.” And he reassured 
them and spoke kindly to them. 
R: This is the word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING                                      2 Corinthians 5:21-6:10 
 
The Second reading is from 2 Corinthians chapter five. 
 
21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God. 1 As God’s co-workers we urge you not to 
receive God’s grace in vain. 2 For he says, “In the time of my favor I heard 

you, and in the day of salvation I helped you.” I tell you, now is the time of 
God’s favor, now is the day of salvation. 3 We put no stumbling block in 
anyone’s path, so that our ministry will not be discredited. 4 Rather, as 

servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: in great endurance; in 
troubles, hardships and distresses; 5 in beatings, imprisonments and riots; 

in hard work, sleepless nights and hunger; 6 in purity, understanding, 
patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; 7 in truthful 
speech and in the power of God; with weapons of righteousness in the right 

hand and in the left; 8 through glory and dishonor, bad report and good 
report; genuine, yet regarded as impostors; 9 known, yet regarded as 

unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten, and yet not killed; 
10 sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having 

nothing, and yet possessing everything. 
 
P: This is the word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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HOLY GOSPEL Luke 22:1-13 
 
The Holy Gospel is from St. Luke the twenty-second chapter. 
 

1 Now the Festival of Unleavened Bread, called the Passover, was 
approaching, 2 and the chief priests and the teachers of the law were looking 
for some way to get rid of Jesus, for they were afraid of the people. 3 Then 

Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one of the Twelve. 4 And Judas went to 
the chief priests and the officers of the temple guard and discussed with 

them how he might betray Jesus. 5 They were delighted and agreed to give 
him money. 6 He consented, and watched for an opportunity to hand Jesus 

over to them when no crowd was present. 7 Then came the day of 
Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed.  
8 Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and make preparations for us to eat 

the Passover.” 9 “Where do you want us to prepare for it?” they asked. 
10 He replied, “As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet 

you. Follow him to the house that he enters, 11 and say to the owner of the 
house, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is the guest room, where I may eat the 
Passover with my disciples?’ 12 He will show you a large room upstairs, all 

furnished. Make preparations there.” 13 They left and found things just as 
Jesus had told them. So they prepared the Passover. 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord C: Thanks be to God. 

 
SERMON Pastor Alex Harris 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                                          Come Ye Disconsolate 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
O Lord, Hear My Prayer (Taizé) 

 
P:  Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the  
     church, the world, and all who are in need. 
P:  Hear us O God…. 

C:  After each petition, Congregation sings O Lord Hear My Prayer 
P:  According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers  
     as we commend them to you; through Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 
P: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING FOR THE LENTEN JOURNEY 

P: May the almighty and merciful Lord lead us in the ways of peace. 
C: Show us Your ways, O Lord, and lead us along right pathways. 

P: Guide us on our Lenten journey. 
C: That we may keep your commandments. 

P: Stay with us along the way. 
C: That we may grow in grace. Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN                                                    Go to Dark Gethsemane 

 
 
POSTLUDE 
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