
WELCOME  
TO  

CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

 
 

Perry Renaut Plumart 
May 17, 1957– May 15, 2022 

Celebration of Life in Faith and Christian Service 
  



2 
 

  



3 
 

PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME                                                                      Mary O'Driscoll 
 

SONG                                                       "Drops of Jupiter" Jon Watkins 
 

EULOGIES  
Remembering our father: Margaret, Ellen and Meghan Plumart 

Remembering our brother: Larry Plumart and Rene Plumart 
Remembering our friend: Jim Blume, Paul Houtkooper and Jeff Yarborough 

Remembering my friend and colleague: Dan Beard 
 

OPENING HYMN                                        Jesus Christ has Risen Today 
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INVOCATION  
 

The sign of the cross + may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism  
 

P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen.  

  

REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM  

  

P: In Holy Baptism Perry was clothed with the robe of Christ’s   
 righteousness that covered all his sin. St. Paul says: “Do you not 
 know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
 baptized into His death?”  

C: We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in 
 order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the  
 glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For 
 if we have been united with Him in a death like His, we shall 
 certainly be united with Him in a resurrection like His.  

 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  

  

P: The Lord be with you.  

C: And also with you.  

P: Let us pray.  

 O God of grace and mercy, we give thanks for Your loving-kindness 
 shown to Perry and to all Your servants who having finished their 
 course in faith, now rest from their labors. Grant that we also may be 
 faithful unto death and receive the crown of eternal life; through Jesus 
 Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
 Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen.  
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READINGS 
 
PSALM 23  

  

1 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  

2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me 
beside the still waters.  

3  He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of 
righteousness for his name’s sake.  

4  Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil: for thou are with me; thy rod and thy staff 
they comfort me.  

5  Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine 
enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth 
over.  

6  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
life: and  I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.  

 
Old Testament                                                                  Isaiah 25: 6-9 

6 On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for 

all peoples, a banquet of aged wine— the best of meats and the finest of 

wines. 7 On this mountain he will destroy the shroud that enfolds all 

peoples, the sheet that covers all nations; 8 he will swallow up death 

forever. The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears from all faces; he will 
remove his people’s disgrace from all the earth. The LORD has spoken. 

9 In that day they will say, “Surely this is our God; we trusted in him, and 

he saved us. This is the LORD, we trusted in him; let us rejoice and be glad 
in his salvation.” 
P: This is the word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/25-6.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/25-7.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/25-8.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/25-9.html
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EPISTLE                                                                              1 John 3: 1-2 

1 See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be 

called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does 

not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Dear friends, now we are 

children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we 
know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him 

as he is. 
P: This is the word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
  

https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-john/3-1.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-john/3-2.html
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GOSPEL                                                                        Matthew 5: 1-12 
P: The Holy Gospel is from St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat 

down. His disciples came to him, and he began to teach them. 2 He said: 

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 5 Blessed are 

the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 6 Blessed are those who hunger 

and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 7 Blessed are the 

merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for 

they will see God. 9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called 

children of God. 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of 

righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you 

when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil 

against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your 

reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who 

were before you. 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
MESSAGE                                                                   Pastor Alex Harris 
 
 
  

https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/5-1.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/5-2.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/5-3.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/5-4.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/5-5.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/5-6.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/5-7.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/5-8.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/5-9.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/5-10.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/5-11.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/5-12.html
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HYMN                                                                            Amazing Grace 

 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
P: Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great.  
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth.   
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 
descended into hell, the third day he rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 P: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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CONCLUDING COLLECT 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray. 
 
P: Lord God, our shepherd, You gather the lambs of Your flock into the 

arms of Your mercy and bring them home.  Comfort us with the 
certain hope of the resurrection to everlasting life and joyful reunion 
with those we love who have died in the faith; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

BENEDICAMUS and BENEDICTION 
A: Let us bless the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The 
Lord lift up His countenance upon you and + give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 
P: Let us go forth in peace, 
C: in the name of the Lord. Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN                                                     How Great Thou Art 

 

POSTLUDE 
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PERRY PLUMART OBITUARY 
Perry R. Plumart – husband, father, son, brother, political junkie, passionate 
bird advocate, ardent environmentalist, voracious consumer of and collector 
of books, die-hard fan of both the Minnesota Vikings and the Grateful Dead, 
lover of fine food, craft beer, the perfect Manhattan and a good Thursday 
Night Chardonnay, and finally, a friend to countless people – died May 15, 
2022, at the Casey House Hospice in Derwood, Md. He was 64. 
 
Perry was the first child of Phillip and Darlene Plumart, born on May 17, 
1957, in Athens, Ga. His father was a college professor and his mother a 
nurse, so the family moved to Brookings, S.D., home of South Dakota State 
University (SDSU) when he was 4. Perry grew up on the prairie making 
childhood trouble for his parents, playing competitive games of Risk and 
Monopoly with his brother and sister and his high school buddies, and 
excelling in school along with a large but close-knit group of friends. A 
member of both his high school and college debate teams, Perry learned at 
an early age how to make and hold an argument, a talent that he would put 
to good use many times throughout his life. 
 
Perry graduated from Brookings High School in 1975, and then took a 
circuitous route through college at SDSU. He took a break from college after 
a couple years to move to Estes Park, Colo., where he worked as a gas 
station attendant and dreamed of being a full-time ski bum. He went back 
to SDSU to complete his degree in political science and serve an internship 
with then-U.S. Sen. James Abourezk (D-S.D.). That taste of Washington 
stayed with him, and after stints with the South Dakota Farmers Union 
where he worked on a project that affected the configuration of legislative 
districts, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission under Chairman Ken 
Stofferahn, and then for Stofferahn's congressional campaign, Perry moved 
to Washington, D.C., to work on Capitol Hill. 
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There he joined the staff of Rep. Pete Stark (D-Calif.), where he managed 
to slide into the newly created position of press secretary, work he eagerly 
took on in addition to his already-established duties as a congressional 
policy aide. Working for Rep. Stark allowed Perry to hone the sharp political 
skills he needed to succeed on Capitol Hill and gave him a love of all things 
California, from the beautiful scenery to the amazing food, wine and craft 
beers. 
 
As congressional staffers do, he often went out for beers after work, and 
that is how Perry met the woman who would become his wife. Perry met 
Mary O'Driscoll among a crowd of work colleagues at the old Julio's pizza 
restaurant on Capitol Hill in November 1987; they sat next to each other at 
a large round table and traded insults all evening. The next night he invited 
her to hear Dexter Gordon perform at the Kennedy Center. They married in 
1992 in Reno, Nev., and raised three amazing daughters, Margaret, Ellen 
and Meghan, of whom he was most proud. 
 
Perry's varied work experiences also included time as press secretary for 
Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) and policy and communications strategy work 
for environmental organizations, including the American Bird Conservancy 
and the National Audubon Society. It was during his time at these 
organizations that Perry discovered a deep affinity for birding; these jobs 
gave him the opportunity to combine his keen interest in environmental 
issues with his longtime love of policy and advocacy work. "Victory for 
Birds!" was his news release headline for one of his unlikely victories on 
Capitol Hill. He was most proud of the work he did when, in 2007, he joined 
the office of the Chief Administrative Officer of the House as a manager on 
the Green the Capitol program, where he worked to improve lighting and 
energy use, improve food service offerings, cut food waste and introduce 
recycling and composting. 
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Perry capped off his career when he enthusiastically joined the office of 
Sen. Tim Johnson (D-S.D.) as press secretary. This work gave him the 
opportunity to both re-connect with his beloved South Dakota and to 
participate in political policy discussions in the Senate. He was on Sen. 
Johnson's staff until Sen. Johnson retired in 2016. 
 
In his own retirement, Perry continued his political advocacy work as a 
policy and communications strategist. And with his children enrolled in 
Montgomery County Public Schools, he learned of the efforts of the 
organization Real Food for Kids-Montgomery and worked with the 
organization to improve the offerings on the school menus. Using his top-
notch social connection skills and seeing low-income families struggle 
during the pandemic, Perry put RFK in touch with a Kensington restaurant 
owner to provide fresh produce to those families. He was active in local and 
Maryland political campaigns, and was proud to be on a first-name basis 
with many public officials in Montgomery County and beyond. 
 
Perry had many interests, ranging from books to music, food to football. 
Though he was an adrenaline junkie who frequently took death-defying 
risks, Perry loved to sit in his backyard, which he called "The Glade," and 
read, talk on the phone, watch and listen to the birds, and enjoy beautiful 
rose-colored sunsets. If he were home alone, he would turn up the volume 
of one of his many Grateful Dead compilations and read. He would regale 
anyone who would listen with the story of how he had such great seats at 
the Vikings' 2018 playoff game against the New Orleans Saints that the 
"Minnesota Miracle" happened right in front of him. While on vacation in 
Minnesota in 2021, Perry had the opportunity to attend one of the first 
Vikings team practices for the new football season, and he reveled like a 
schoolboy in all the purple-and-gold. He frequented all kinds of bookstores, 
often turning the car around to check out what he had just passed. Perry 
imbued in his children a love of and respect for books. 



15 
 

Perry made friends wherever he went – the local drugstore where he got 
his New York Post and the Saturday Wall Street Journal, any one of several 
favorite watering holes, and even the gas station where he picked up packs 
of cigarettes. He would talk up owners and managers at brewpubs to learn 
about the craft, fascinated with the work that they did. He and Mary even 
brewed their own beer for a time. 
 
Perry's greatest love, however, was his family – his wife, Mary, and their 
daughters Margaret, Ellen and Meghan. He was generous with his time, 
helpful with his advice and expansive with his love and affection for them 
all. He looked forward to daily phone calls with his mother. And he kept in 
close contact with his brother and sister, quick as ever with a quip or smart-
Aleck remark. 
 
Perry is survived by his wife, Mary O'Driscoll of Silver Spring, Md., and their 
three children, Margaret Plumart of Minneapolis, Minn., Ellen Plumart of 
Silver Spring, Md., and Meghan Plumart of Athens, Ga. He also is survived 
by his mother Darlene, of Brookings, S.D., brother Larry Plumart (Donna) of 
Imperial, Mo., and sister Rene Plumart (Philip Salisbury) of Golden Valley, 
Minn. He was preceded in death by his father. 
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