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+ THE GATHERING +  

Prelude – Alphorns/Organ/Choir 
 
Et. Barn Er Født I  Betlehem/  A Child is Born in Bethlehem (Sung in Norwegian) 
 
Linda Priebe, mezzo soprano 

A child is born in Bethlehem. How rejoices Jerusalem, Hallelujah. 
A lowly virgin sits in secret, gives birth to heaven’s kingly son, Hallelujah. 
She laid him in a manger stall, God’s Angels sang with joy of it, Hallelujah. 
But ox and ass stood by and saw our God was good, Hallelujah. 
From Saba came three kings. Gold spices, myrrh they offered him, 
Hallelujah. 
  
“Christmas Hymn” – Amy Grant/ M ichael W. Smith 
 
Calvary Choir 
Praise to God, whose love was shown, Who sent His Son to earth. 
Jesus left His rightful throne, became a man by birth. 
The virgin’s baby Son, All creation praised Him, God Incarnate come, 
Come to Bethlehem. 
  
Still a higher call had He, deliverance from our sins. 
Come to set all people free from Satan’s hold within. 
For by the sin of man we fell, by the Son of God, he crushed the power of 
Hell. 
Death we fear no more. 
  
Now we stand with strength and power, the sons of God on earth. 
Faithful to the final hour, Christ’s righteousness our worth.  
And now all praise is given, for the Babe, the Son, the Savior King is Risen. 
Christ is Lord indeed! 
  
“Introitus: Adeste Fidelis”  

(Messe Für Alphorn) by Hans-Jurg Somer 
Tobi Cisin, Brian Priebe, Elizabeth Schneider 
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GATHERING HYMN                  O Come, All Ye Faithful (ADESTE FIDELIS) 
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INVOCATION  
 

P:    In the Name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C:    Amen.  

  

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
 

P:    As we celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, God invites us to 
come to him, confessing the ways we have fallen short and seeking 
forgiveness and the new life He freely grants. 

  
P:    God of grace and truth, we come before you humbly with open hearts 

confessing that  

C:    we have not always trusted you as our source of hope and 
peace, we have not placed on you our worries and 
concerns.  We have been impatient with others and have not 
loved as you have loved us.  We seek your forgiveness now, 
and ask you to lead us to celebrating the coming of your Son 
during this great season of joy.  

 

P:    Today we lift up praises to God as we rejoice in the birth of His 
Son.  Because of Jesus’ ministry on earth and His sacrifice on the cross 
we confidently live today in the knowledge of his love.  I remind you 
now that your sins are forgiven in the holy name of (+) Jesus Christ 
who came and will come again.  

C:    Amen.  
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HYMN OF PRAISE             Good Christian Friends, Rejoice (In Dulci Jubilo) 
 

 

COLLECT  

P:    Let us pray.  

C:    All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our 
world has brightened weary hearts with peace. Call us out of 
darkness, and empower us to proclaim the birth of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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FIRST READING                                                             Isaiah 52:7-10  
 

The First Reading is from Isaiah, the fifty-second chapter.  
 

7 How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good 

news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, 

who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!” 8 Listen! Your watchmen lift up their 

voices; together they shout for joy. When the LORD returns to Zion, they 

will see it with their own eyes. 9 Burst into songs of joy together, you ruins 

of Jerusalem, for the LORD has comforted his people, he has redeemed 

Jerusalem. 10 The LORD will lay bare his holy arm in the sight of all the 

nations, and all the ends of the earth will see the salvation of our God. 

L: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.  

C: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given.  

 
  

https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/52-7.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/52-8.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/52-9.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/52-10.html
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PSALM 96                            Today is Born Our Savior - Roy James Stewart 
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SECOND READING                                                          Hebrews 1:1-4 

  

1 In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many 

times and in various ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by 

his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he 

made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 

representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After 

he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 

Majesty in heaven. 4 So he became as much superior to the angels as the 

name he has inherited is superior to theirs. 
L:  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.  

C:  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given.  

  

WELCOMING THE GOSPEL                               “African Noel” Traditional,  
arr. Benjamin Harlan 

  

https://www.biblestudytools.com/hebrews/1-1.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/hebrews/1-2.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/hebrews/1-3.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/hebrews/1-4.html
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THE GOSPEL                                                                        John 1:1-14  
  

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.  

C:  Glory to You, O Lord.  
  

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all 

things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 

4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 6 There was 

a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to 

testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He 

himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 9 The true 

light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in 

the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not 

recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not 

receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his 

name, he gave the right to become children of God—13 children born not of 

natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen 

his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full 
of grace and truth. 

P:  Glory to God in the Highest.  

C:  And on earth peace, goodwill toward men.  
 

  

https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/1-1.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/1-2.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/1-3.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/1-4.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/1-5.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/1-6.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/1-7.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/1-8.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/1-9.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/1-10.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/1-11.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/1-12.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/1-13.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/1-14.html
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HYMN OF THE DAY                                         Go Tell It on The Mountain  

 
 
 

 SERMON                                                                Pastor Harris 
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MUSICAL OFFERING                          “The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy”  
(West Indian Carol) arr. Tom and Dorothy Christopherson 

 
The Virgin Mary had a baby boy, and they say that his name was Jesus. 
He come from the Glory; Yes, He come from the glorious k ingdom! 
The angels sang when the baby was born, and proclaim him the Savior Jesus. 
He come from the Glory; Yes, He come from the glorious k ingdom! 
The wisemen saw where the baby was born, and they say that his name was Jesus. 
He come from the Glory; Yes, He come from the glorious k ingdom! 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
(congregation may kneel or stand during the prayers) 
P: Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.    
         And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 
descended into hell, the third day he rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the living and the 
dead.  
         I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
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PREFACE 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. 
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the 
eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory; that, beholding the 
God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 
And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn:  
 
SANCTUS sung to the tune Angels We Have Heard on High 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord. God by highest hosts adored, 
Heav’n and earth your glory sing: We with them our praises bring. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo 
Sing hosanna saints above, with the angels sing God’s love. 
Blessed He, the coming One; God the Father’s only Son. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

  
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  
 

 P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said, “Take eat, this is My (+) Body, which is given for you.  This do in 
remembrance of me.  “In the same way also He took the cup after supper, 
and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them saying, “Drink of it, all 
of you, this is My (+) Blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you for 
the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.”  
 

AGNUS DEI                           sung to the tune “Lo How a Rose is Growing” 
 

O Lamb of God our Savior, our sins you take away. 
O Lamb of God our Savior, our sins you take away. 
Have Mercy, Lord we pray. 
Grant peace to us from heaven. Grant peace to all we pray. 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

        P: May the truly present Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ                          
              strengthen and keep you in body and soul unto life everlasting.   
  Go in peace.    
        C:    Amen. 
                                                + SENDING + 

 

BENEDICAMUS and BENEDICTION 
 

P:   Let us bless the Lord.      

C:   Thanks be to God. 
P:   The Lord bless you and keep you. 

      The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

      The Lord look upon you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C:  Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN                    Hark the Herald Angels Sing - with Alphorns  

  

P:    Christ the Savior is born!  
Go in peace.  
Proclaim the good news. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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OneLicense A-701361  
  
 

We do not currently pass the plate. It is kept in the back of the 
sanctuary, and we encourage you to drop your gift 
after the service.   
If you would like you can also give online at our 
website at https://calvarysilverspring.org/give/ or 
by scanning the QR code with your cell phone.  If 
you would like to use our wifi the password is welovecalvary for 
the Calvary Guest wifi. 
 
 

 

Childcare is available during the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

www.calvarysilverspring.org 

https://calvarysilverspring.org/give/
http://www.calvarysilverspring.org/
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www.facebook.com/calvarysilverspring 
 

http://www.facebook.com/calvarysilverspring

