
December 7, 2022 
Advent II Midweek Service 

Releasing 
 
Prelude 
Hymn                                                     Now the Heavens Start to Whisper 

 
Follow along in Holden Evening Prayer 
  



1 
 

FIRST READING                                                                  Ruth 1:6-18 

 
The First Reading is from Ruth, the first chapter. 
 

6 When Naomi heard in Moab that the LORD had come to the aid of his 

people by providing food for them, she and her daughters-in-law prepared 

to return home from there. 7 With her two daughters-in-law she left the 

place where she had been living and set out on the road that would take 

them back to the land of Judah. 8 Then Naomi said to her two daughters-

in-law, “Go back, each of you, to your mother’s home. May the LORD show 
you kindness, as you have shown kindness to your dead husbands and to 

me. 9 May the LORD grant that each of you will find rest in the home of 

another husband.” Then she kissed them goodbye and they wept aloud 

10 and said to her, “We will go back with you to your people.” 11 But 

Naomi said, “Return home, my daughters. Why would you come with me? 

Am I going to have any more sons, who could become your husbands? 

12 Return home, my daughters; I am too old to have another husband. 

Even if I thought there was still hope for me—even if I had a husband 

tonight and then gave birth to sons—13 would you wait until they grew up? 

Would you remain unmarried for them? No, my daughters. It is more bitter 
for me than for you, because the LORD’s hand has turned against me!” 

14 At this they wept aloud again. Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-law 

goodbye, but Ruth clung to her. 15 “Look,” said Naomi, “your sister-in-law 

is going back to her people and her gods. Go back with her.” 16 But Ruth 

replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/ruth/1-6.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/ruth/1-7.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/ruth/1-8.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/ruth/1-9.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/ruth/1-10.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/ruth/1-11.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/ruth/1-12.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/ruth/1-13.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/ruth/1-14.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/ruth/1-15.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/ruth/1-16.html
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go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people 

and your God my God. 17 Where you die I will die, and there I will be 

buried. May the LORD deal with me, be it ever so severely, if even death 

separates you and me.” 18 When Naomi realized that Ruth was determined 

to go with her, she stopped urging her. 
 
P:    This is the word of the Lord.      C:    Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING                                                           Luke 3:1-18 
 

The Second reading is from Luke, third chapter. 

1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius Pilate 

was governor of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch 

of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene—2 during the 

high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son 

of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He went into all the country around the 

Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 

4 As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: “A voice of 

one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight 

paths for him. 5 Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made 

low. The crooked roads shall become straight, the rough ways smooth. 

6 And all people will see God’s salvation.’ ” 7 John said to the crowds 

coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you 

to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 

And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/ruth/1-17.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/ruth/1-18.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/3-1.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/3-2.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/3-3.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/3-4.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/3-5.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/3-6.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/3-7.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/3-8.html
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For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for 

Abraham. 9 The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that 

does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.” 

10 “What should we do then?” the crowd asked. 11 John answered, 

“Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who has none, and 

anyone who has food should do the same.” 12 Even tax collectors came to 

be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what should we do?” 13 “Don’t collect 

any more than you are required to,” he told them. 14 Then some soldiers 

asked him, “And what should we do?” He replied, “Don’t extort money and 

don’t accuse people falsely—be content with your pay.” 15 The people were 

waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might 

possibly be the Messiah. 16 John answered them all, “I baptize you 

with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of 
whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing 

floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff 

with unquenchable fire.” 18 And with many other words John exhorted the 

people and proclaimed the good news to them. 

P: This is the word of the Lord.   
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON                                                                           Pastor Harris 
  

https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/3-9.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/3-10.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/3-11.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/3-12.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/3-13.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/3-14.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/3-15.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/3-16.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/3-17.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/3-18.html


4 
 

CLOSING HYMN                                                  We are Waiting for Jesus 

 
All may depart in silence, or the leader may say “Go in peace” 
  



5 
 

 
 
 

 Pastor 
Rev. Alex Harris 

 
Minister of Music 

Brian Priebe 
 

Organist/Pianist 
Elizabeth Schneider 

 
Clarinet 

Lowene Rosendahl 
 

Bass 
Phill Daniels 

 
Singers 

Nancy Dydak, Lori Schwartz 
  



6 
 

We do not currently pass the plate. It is kept in the back of the 
sanctuary, and we encourage you to drop your gift after the 
service.   
If you would like you can also give online at our 
website at https://calvarysilverspring.org/give/ or 
by scanning the QR code with your cell phone.  If 
you would like to use our wifi the password is 
welovecalvary for the Calvary Guest wifi. 
 
 

 

Childcare is available during the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://calvarysilverspring.org/give/


7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
www.calvarysilverspring.org 

www.facebook.com/calvarysilverspring 

http://www.calvarysilverspring.org/
http://www.facebook.com/calvarysilverspring

