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ASH WEDNESDAY 
The Detroit Lions—a largely hapless NFL franchise—have as one 
of their cheers, “Restore the Roar!” The Book of Amos has this as 
its singular goal: to restore the rightful roar from the Lion, Lord 
Yahweh, the God of Israel. The temptation is to put our hands 
over our ears to drown out His roar. The world, the devil, and our 
old Adam tempt us to clip the claws on the Lion and clean up His 
bloody Passion we are called to follow. But the Bride of Christ is 
called to holy reverence before the Lord, the King of the universe. 
Beginning with Ash Wednesday and climaxing with His 
resurrection roar on Easter morning, we will listen and learn from 
the Lion using the Book of Amos.  

ORDER OF WORSHIP  

PSALM 51 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
INVOCATION  
 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.  
 

PREPARATION 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (From selected verses in Psalm 102) 
 

P I eat ashes as my food and mingle my drink with tears 
because of your great wrath, for you have taken me up 
and thrown me aside. My days are like the evening 
shadow; I wither away like grass. But you, O Lord, sit 
enthroned forever; your renown endures through all 
generations. You will arise and have compassion on 
Zion, for it is time to show favor to her. 

 
C The appointed time has come. 
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HYMN:                                               Jesus, I Will Ponder Now 

 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   

(Based upon Amos 4:6–12 and Joel 2:12–13) 
 

P Almighty Father, the ashes we receive remind us of the 
utter depth and darkness of our sin. Like cancer, sin 
spreads through every part of our lives, and you tell us 
that the diagnosis is terminal. “The wages of sin is 
death” (Romans 6:23). Yet, even in the midst of our 
sin and death, you invite us: 

 
C Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious 

and merciful. 
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P Behind the ashes of this day lurks a multitude of sins. 
We have failed to heed your warnings, O gracious 
Father. You are no less active in the world today than 
you were when you sent plagues against your people 
Israel. Yet, we have disregarded your warnings and 
have not turned to you. When disaster strikes, we look 
for hope and healing in all the wrong places. Yet, in 
the midst of our rebellion and refusal, you invite us:   

 
C Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious 

and merciful. 
 

P Like selfish children, we try your patience, O Lord God. 
We repeatedly commit the same sins and, rather than 
turn from our disobedience, we take advantage of your 
forbearance. We act as if your patience has no limit, as 
if there will always be time to repent. Though we 
persist in this delusion, you invite us: 

 
C Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious 

and merciful. 
 

P Father, we cannot plead extenuating circumstances or 
the weakness of our flesh or the force of the 
temptations. We can only plead to you because of the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.  

 
C Who comes not to call the righteous, but sinners 

to repentance.  
 

P And sinners we are.  
 

C Bring us back to you, O gracious and merciful 
Savior. Love us. Forgive us. And heal us.  



6 

 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
Worshipers are invited to come quietly to the front of the church 
and receive ashes on their foreheads and hear the words from 
Mark 1:15: “Repent and believe the gospel.” If you choose not to 
receive the ashes, you are invited to meditate quietly in your 
pew.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF FORGIVENESS 
 

P Though the ashes represent our innumerable sins, the 
immeasurable love of Jesus covers them all. This is a 
true and trustworthy saying: Jesus Christ came into the 
world to save sinners. As a called and ordained servant 
of Christ, I announce to you the grace of God. Your 
sins are forgiven, in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

HYMN:                                               Jesus, I Will Ponder Now 

 
COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray: Almighty and everlasting God, you despise 

nothing you have made and forgive the sins of all who 
are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts, that 
lamenting our sins and acknowledging our 
wretchedness, we may receive from you full pardon 
and forgiveness; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
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FIRST READING:                                                 Amos 1:1–2 
 
1 The words of Amos, one of the shepherds of Tekoa—the vision 

he saw concerning Israel two years before the earthquake, when 

Uzziah was king of Judah and Jeroboam son of Jehoash was king 

of Israel. 2 He said: “The LORD roars from Zion and thunders 

from Jerusalem; the pastures of the shepherds dry up, and the 
top of Carmel withers.” 
P This is the word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/amos/1-1.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/amos/1-2.html
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EPISTLE READING:                                    Hebrews 12:25–29 
 
25 See to it that you do not refuse him who speaks. If they did 

not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, 

how much less will we, if we turn away from him who warns us 

from heaven? 26 At that time his voice shook the earth, but now 

he has promised, “Once more I will shake not only the earth but 

also the heavens.” 27 The words “once more” indicate the 

removing of what can be shaken—that is, created things—so that 

what cannot be shaken may remain. 28 Therefore, since we are 

receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, 
and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, 

29 for our “God is a consuming fire.” 

P This is the word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/hebrews/12-25.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/hebrews/12-26.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/hebrews/12-27.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/hebrews/12-28.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/hebrews/12-29.html
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HOLY GOSPEL:                                                       John 3:1–17 
 

P     The Holy Gospel is from Saint John, the third chapter 
C     Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was 

a member of the Jewish ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at 

night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has 

come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are 

doing if God were not with him.” 3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell 

you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 

again. ” 4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” 

Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a second time into 

their mother’s womb to be born!” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I 

tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 

born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the 

Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my 

saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it 

pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes 

from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the 

Spirit.” 9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 10 “You are 

Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these 

things? 11 Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/3-1.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/3-2.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/3-3.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/3-4.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/3-5.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/3-6.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/3-7.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/3-8.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/3-9.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/3-10.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/3-11.html
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we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not 

accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things 

and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of 

heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into heaven except 

the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man. 14 Just as 

Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man 

must be lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes may have 

eternal life in him.” 16 For God so loved the world that he gave 

his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 

perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into 

the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through 

him. 
P     This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C     Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/3-12.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/3-13.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/3-14.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/3-15.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/3-16.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/3-17.html
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NICENE CREED  
 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth, and of all things visible and invisible.     
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of 
Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made. Who, 
for us men and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and 
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made 
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; He 
suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again, 
according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits 
on the right hand of the Father; and He shall come again, with 
glory, to judge the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have 
no end.      
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life; who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and 
the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spoke by the 
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church. I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; and 
I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 
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HYMN:                                            Not All the Blood of Beasts 

 
SERMON: “Rescued from the Rubble” (Amos 1:1–2)  
 
OFFERING 
 

PRAYERS – (Based upon Revelation 1:5) 
P Father, all-powerful and ever-living God, during the 

Holy Season of Lent you call us to a closer walk with 
you. Help us prepare to celebrate the resurrection 
victory of Jesus with a new and right spirit. Give us 
loving reverence for you, Father, and the willingness to 
serve our neighbors. Let us pray,  

C To him who loves us and has freed us from our 
sins by his blood. 

 

P Lord, this great season of grace is your gift to purify 
our hearts, strengthen our wills, embolden our 
outreach, enliven our faith, and teach us how to live 
with our hearts set on the kingdom that will never be 
shaken. Let us pray,  
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C To him who loves us and has freed us from our 
sins by his blood. 

 

P O God, we ask for the grace to conquer our 
complaining, to humble our hard hearts, and to 
toughen our timid witness. We want to show the world 
your goodness and glory by being kind to all. Let us 
pray,  

C  To him who loves us and has freed us from our 
sins by his blood. 

 

P Father, as we meditate upon the suffering and life-
giving death of your Son, bring life to our faint praises 
and move us to abundant thanksgiving. Let us pray,  

C To him who loves us and has freed us from our 
sins by his blood. 

 
P Lord, the power of the cross reveals our great sin and 

your greater love. Grant that through our baptismal 
union with our Savior we die to sin and live for 
righteousness now in this present evil age, even as we 
anticipate our full redemption in the New Jerusalem. 
Let us pray,  

C To him who loves us and has freed us from our 
sins by his blood. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.  
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

PREFACE   
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary. . .  
. . . with angels and archangels and with all the company 

of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS  

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

 Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD   
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said, “Take, 
eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 
in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took 
the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you; this 
cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 

name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI   
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI 
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 

world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 

world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 

world; grant us peace. 
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DISTRIBUTION 

 
DISMISSAL 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 
everlasting. Depart + in peace. 

C Amen. 
 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone 
what He has done. Let all who seek the Lord 
rejoice and proudly bear His name. He recalls 
His promises and leads His people forth in joy 

 with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. We give thanks to you, almighty God, that 
you have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and 
we implore you that of your mercy you would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward you 
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus 
Christ, your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION   
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you 
   and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 

peace. C Amen. 
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HYMN “Glory Be to Jesus” 

 
 
For Next Week Read Amos 3:1–8 

Ask yourself: 
• Why does the LORD announce judgment against his people 

Israel in Amos 3:1–2? (see Amos 2:6–16)  
• What does Amos 3:7–8 tell you about the origin of the 

prophet’s difficult message? Did he choose to speak this 
message, or was he compelled? 

• Are there times when you have been called upon to speak 
a difficult message? Did you speak the truth in love or 
remain silent?  
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We do not currently pass the plate. It is kept in the back 
of the sanctuary, and we encourage you to drop your gift 
after the service.   
If you would like you can also give online at our 
website at https://calvarysilverspring.org/give/ 
or by scanning the QR code with your cell 
phone.  If you would like to use our wifi the 
password is welovecalvary for the Calvary Guest 
wifi. 
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