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MIDWEEK OF LENT 1 
Amos 3:1–2 announces that the LORD brought Israel out of Egypt and 
established an exclusive relationship with the nation. It is, however, on the 
grounds of this relationship that will He punish His people. Election is a 
double-edged sword. On the one hand, the elect have the promise of God’s 
covenant. On the other hand, they are held to a higher standard and are 
therefore all the more guilty. Privilege has its perils. Yet God does not leave 
us only with the prophet Amos. Jesus is Israel’s greatest prophet, and He 
speaks to us pardon and peace through His suffering and dying on the 
cross.  
PRELUDE          RHOSYMEDRE chorale prelude by Ralph Vaughan Williams 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
INVOCATION  
 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP (From selected verses in Psalm 80) 
 

P Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock! 
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth. 

C Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be 
saved! 

 

P O LORD God of hosts, how long will you be angry with your 
people’s prayers? You have fed us with the bread of tears and 
given us tears to drink in full measure. 

C Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be 
saved! 

 

P Give us life, and we will call upon your name! 
C Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be 

saved! 
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HYMN                                Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain (vs. 1-2) 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION (Based upon Amos 1:3–2:3) 
 

P Forgiving Father, when we hear the prophet Amos convict others 
of their sin, it is easy to remain aloof as he accuses them for 
their wrongdoings. But we are just as guilty, and so we pray,  

C O Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world, have mercy on us. 

 

P Creator God, you have made all that there is, and all are 
accountable to you. No one will escape your judgment. You know 
everything that happens; the sins we commit when nobody is 
looking do not escape your sight, and so we pray,  

C O Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world, have mercy on us. 

 

P You have taken every measure to help us know your ways. 
Despite having written your general revelation upon our hearts 
and your saving revelation in your Word, we continually defy 
your will. You sent fire against the nations, fire which reminds us 
of the threat of eternal punishment, and so we pray, 

C O Christ, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world, have mercy on us. 

 

P Righteous God, we have sinned against others both actively and 
passively, taken advantage of people when given the 
opportunity, and have done nothing when we see others being 
abused and marginalized, and so we pray,  

C O Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world, have mercy on us. 

 
A TIME FOR CONFESSION AND MEDITATION  
 

P By the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I, a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, forgive you all your sins in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
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HYMN                                  “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain” (3–4)  
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FIRST READING                                                              Amos 3:1–8 
 

1 Hear this word, people of Israel, the word the LORD has spoken against 

you—against the whole family I brought up out of Egypt: 2 “You only have 

I chosen of all the families of the earth; therefore I will punish you for all 

your sins.” 3 Do two walk together unless they have agreed to do so? 

4 Does a lion roar in the thicket when it has no prey? Does it growl in its 

den when it has caught nothing? 5 Does a bird swoop down to a trap on 

the ground when no bait is there? Does a trap spring up from the ground if 

it has not caught anything? 6 When a trumpet sounds in a city, do not the 

people tremble? When disaster comes to a city, has not the LORD caused 

it? 7 Surely the Sovereign LORD does nothing without revealing his plan to 

his servants the prophets. 8 The lion has roared— who will not fear? The 

Sovereign LORD has spoken— who can but prophesy? 
P:    This is the word of the Lord.   C:    Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING                                                      Philippians 2:5-8 
 

5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ 

Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God 

something to be used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he made himself 

nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human 

likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself 

by becoming obedient to death— even death on a cross! 

P:    This is the word of the Lord.   C:    Thanks be to God. 
 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/amos/3-1.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/amos/3-2.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/amos/3-3.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/amos/3-4.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/amos/3-5.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/amos/3-6.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/amos/3-7.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/amos/3-8.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/philippians/2-5.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/philippians/2-6.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/philippians/2-7.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/philippians/2-8.html
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GOSPEL READING                                                            John 2:13–22 
 
13 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to 

Jerusalem. 14 In the temple courts he found people selling cattle, sheep 

and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money. 15 So he made 

a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple courts, both sheep and 
cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their 

tables. 16 To those who sold doves he said, “Get these out of here! Stop 

turning my Father’s house into a market!” 17 His disciples remembered that 

it is written: “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18 The Jews then 

responded to him, “What sign can you show us to prove your authority to 

do all this?” 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise 

it again in three days.” 20 They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to 

build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days?” 21 But the 

temple he had spoken of was his body. 22 After he was raised from the 

dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the 

scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken. 
P:   This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/2-13.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/2-14.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/2-15.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/2-16.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/2-17.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/2-18.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/2-19.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/2-20.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/2-21.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/2-22.html


8 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.    
         And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 
descended into hell, the third day he rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the living and the 
dead.  
         I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
 

 
HYMN:                                          When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
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SERMON “Upside Down” (Amos 3:1–8)                 Pastor Alex Harris 
 
PRAYERS – (Based upon 1 Peter 2:9)  

P Father, you know the ways we have hurt and been hurt, how we 
have rejected and been rejected, how we have blamed and been 
blamed. Yet we still come before your throne of grace for we are 
a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people who 
belong to you. 

 
C That we may proclaim the praises of him who called us 

out of darkness into his marvelous light.  
 
P Father we retreat and rebel, we isolate and insulate, we become 

cynical and sarcastic. Yet because of the love of Jesus, we are a 
chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people who 
belong to you. 

 
C That we may proclaim the praises of him who called us 

out of darkness into his marvelous light.  
 
P Father may your gospel empower us to stand by those who 

sorrow, stand with those who are rejected, and stand for those 
who have no voice for we are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, a people who belong to you. 

 
C That we may proclaim the praises of him who called us 

out of darkness into his marvelous light.  
 
P Father, as we meditate on the cross of Jesus, sing the songs of 

Lent, and claim the blood-bought redemption of our Savior, we 
are eternally thankful to be your chosen race, royal priesthood, 
holy nation, a people who belong to you. 
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C That we may proclaim the praises of him who called us 
out of darkness into his marvelous light.  

 
P Father, lead us more and more into the way of the cross, the 

way of self-giving love, forgiveness, humility, and servanthood 
for we are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people who belong to you. 

 
C That we may proclaim the praises of him who called us 

out of darkness into his marvelous light. In Jesus’ name. 
Amen.  

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
  

P: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
BLESSING  
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CLOSING HYMN:                               God’s Own Child, I  Gladly Say It  

 
POSTLUDE                         RHOSYMEDRE hymn and coda by Bert Carlson 
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For Next Week Read Amos 5:18–20 

• What sort of day did Israel expect the “day of the LORD” to be, 
especially in light of the fact that they were “longing” for this day? 
How does Amos confirm or deny their expectations?  

• Why does Amos announce that this day will be “darkness and not 
light”? 

• The prophet warns in Amos 5:19 that Israel’s punishment would 
come just at the moment when they felt most secure. What do you 
think about that? 
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