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MIDWEEK OF LENT 3  
“The notable ones of the first of the nations” (Amos 6:1) applies to groups 
from both Israel and Judah. If these leaders were first in anything, they 
were first in pride, arrogance, and self-absolution. The Lord had called them 
“the fewest of all peoples” (cf. Deuteronomy 7:7), but now these prima 
donnas were number one in self-esteem. The word “first” is ironic in that 
these leaders will also be the first to go into exile (Amos 6:7). Scripture 
offers only one source of confidence: “O LORD of hosts, blessed is the one 
who trusts in You” (Psalm 84:12). 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
PRELUDE                                               Wer nur den lieben Gott läßt walten  

("If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee")  
Georg Neumark 1641; setting by Craig Phillips 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

INVOCATION  
 

P In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP – (From selected verses in Psalm 141) 
 

P O LORD, I call upon you; hasten to me! Give ear to my voice when 
I call to you! 

C Let my prayer be counted as incense before you, and the 
lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 

 

P Set a guard, O LORD, over my mouth; keep watch over the door of 
my lips. 

C Let my prayer be counted as incense before you, and the 
lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 

 

P Do not let my heart incline to any evil, to busy myself with wicked 
deeds in company with men who work iniquity. 

C Let my prayer be counted as incense before you, and the 
lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.  
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HYMN: “My Song is Love Unknown” (1–4)  
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CONFESSION OF SINS – (From selected verses in Amos 8:4–7) 
 

P Almighty Father, we don’t like to admit that our sinfulness and 
rebellion are at the heart of some of our most painful problems.  

C We are much more comfortable discussing imperfections, 
weaknesses, mistakes, and errors in judgment. 

 
P These terms are socially acceptable, and almost everyone 

identifies with them.  
C But an outright acknowledgment of guilt before you, our 

holy God, a complete acceptance of responsibility for 
wrongdoing, runs against our grain.  

 
P Yet, Father, this kind of honesty is the first step toward freedom 

from sin and guilt that you provide for us in the death of Jesus 
Christ. 

C And so we confess that by our greed and indifference we 
have trampled on the needy and bring the poor of the land 
to an end.  

 
P In their impatience with worship, Israel said, “When will the new 

moon be over, that we may sell grain? And the Sabbath, that we 
may offer wheat for sale?” At times we are no different when we 
ask, “When will worship be over so that we can go shopping? And 
the Sabbath, that we can watch the game?”  

C In your righteous judgment, O LORD, you have sworn by 
the pride of Jacob, “Surely I will never forget any of their 
deeds.” 

 
A TIME FOR CONFESSION AND MEDITATION 
 

P Having confessed your sin in the gospel of Jesus Christ, you hear 
God’s promise, “I will forgive your iniquity, and I will remember 
your sin no more.” By the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I, a 
called and ordained servant of Christ, forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
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HYMN: “My Song is Love Unknown” (5–7)  
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FIRST LESSON: Amos 6:1–7 
 
1 Woe to you who are complacent in Zion, and to you who feel secure on 

Mount Samaria, you notable men of the foremost nation, to whom the 

people of Israel come! 2 Go to Kalneh and look at it; go from there to great 

Hamath, and then go down to Gath in Philistia. Are they better off than 

your two kingdoms? Is their land larger than yours? 3 You put off the day 

of disaster and bring near a reign of terror. 4 You lie on beds adorned with 

ivory and lounge on your couches. You dine on choice lambs and fattened 

calves. 5 You strum away on your harps like David and improvise on 

musical instruments. 6 You drink wine by the bowlful and use the finest 

lotions, but you do not grieve over the ruin of Joseph. 7 Therefore you will 

be among the first to go into exile; your feasting and lounging will end. 

 
P:    This is the word of the Lord.    
C:    Thanks be to God. 
  

https://www.biblestudytools.com/amos/6-1.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/amos/6-2.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/amos/6-3.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/amos/6-4.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/amos/6-5.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/amos/6-6.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/amos/6-7.html
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GOSPEL LESSON: John 7:37–43  
 
37 On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a 

loud voice, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. 38 Whoever 

believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from 

within them.” 39 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in 

him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, 

since Jesus had not yet been glorified. 40 On hearing his words, some of 

the people said, “Surely this man is the Prophet.” 41 Others said, “He is the 

Messiah.” Still others asked, “How can the Messiah come from Galilee? 

42 Does not Scripture say that the Messiah will come from David’s 

descendants and from Bethlehem, the town where David lived?” 43 Thus 

the people were divided because of Jesus. 
P:   This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.    
         And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 
descended into hell, the third day he rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the living and the 
dead.  
         I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  

https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/7-37.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/7-38.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/7-39.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/7-40.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/7-41.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/7-42.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/7-43.html
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HYMN: “What is the World to Me”  

 
 
SERMON: “Grieving for Joseph” (Amos 6:6)  
 

PRAYERS – (Based upon Ephesians 4:32) 
 

P Gracious Father, during this Lententide enable us to fast from 
apathy and indifference and feast on acts of mercy and love; to 
fast from the darkness of sin and feast on the reality of light, so 
that we are kind to one another, tenderhearted,  

C Forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake has 
forgiven us.  
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P O Holy Spirit, empower us to fast from words that pollute and feast 

on phrases that purify; to fast from discontent and feast on 
gratitude and thanksgiving; to fast from anger and feast on 
patience, so that we are kind to one another, tenderhearted,  

C Forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake has 
forgiven us.  

 
P O God, by your mercy create in us the desire to fast from 

pessimism and feast on optimism; to fast from worry and feast on 
trust; to fast from complaining and feast on appreciation so that 
we are kind to one another, tenderhearted,  

C Forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake has 
forgiven us.  

 
P By your Word and Sacraments, Father, so enlighten us to fast from 

bitterness and feast on forgiveness; to fast from self-concern and 
feast on compassion for others; to fast from personal anxiety and 
feast on eternal truth, so that we are kind to one another, 
tenderhearted,  

C Forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake has 
forgiven us. In Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
BLESSING  
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CLOSING HYMN: “Abide with Me” (1, 6)  

 
 
POSTLUDE                                          Wer nur den lieben Gott läßt walten; 

 setting by J S Bach in Orgelbuchlein 
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For Next Week Read Amos 7:1–6 
• How did Amos respond to each vision? Do you think the prophet 

enjoyed preaching doom and destruction? 
• Why did God change his mind concerning the destruction of Israel in 

these two visions? Did Israel do anything to deserve divine 
forgiveness?  

• Is there a limit to God’s patience? Will he continually forgive habitual, 
unrepentant sin? 
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