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MIDWEEK OF LENT 4  
 

The Book of Amos contains five visions (7:1–3; 7:4–6; 7:7–29; 8:1–3; 9:1–
4). Their repeated message of judgment underscores God’s response to sin, 
and it authenticates their truthfulness. This principle is stated in the two 
dreams of Joseph (the sheaves and the sun, moon, and eleven stars; 
Genesis 37:5–9) and the two dreams of Pharaoh (the seven cows and 
seven ears of grain; Genesis 41:1–7). “Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, ‘The 
dreams of Pharaoh are one; God has revealed to Pharaoh what He is about 
to do’ ” (Genesis 41:25; see 41:32). Amos’s first two visions (7:1–6) 
announce the certitude of divine judgment; they also emphasize the 
prophet’s compassion for “little” Jacob, who is “so small” (Amos 7:2, 5).  
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
PRELUDE  
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
INVOCATION  
 

P In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.  
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CALL TO WORSHIP – (From selected verses in Joel 2) 
 

P Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; call a solemn 
assembly; gather the people. Consecrate the congregation. 

C God will restore the years that the locusts have eaten.  
 
P Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers 

of the LORD, weep and say, “Spare your people, O LORD, and make 
not your heritage a reproach, a byword among the nations. Why 
should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’ ” 

C God will restore the years that the locusts have eaten. 
  
P Be glad, O children of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD your God. 
C God will restore the years that the locusts have eaten.  
 
P The threshing floors shall be full of grain; the vats shall overflow 

with wine and oil.  
C God will restore the years that the locusts have eaten.  

 
HYMN: “Go to Dark Gethsemane”  
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION – (Based upon Amos 5:13–15)  
 

P Heavenly Father, you command us to seek good and not evil, that 
we may live; and so you will be with us. 

C O LORD, the God of hosts, be gracious to the remnant of 
Joseph. 

 
P Therefore he who is prudent will keep silent in such a time for it is 

an evil time. 
C O LORD, the God of hosts, be gracious to the remnant of 

Joseph. 
 
P  Father, you command us to hate evil and love good and to 

establish justice in the gate;  
C O LORD, the God of hosts, be gracious to the remnant of 

Joseph. 
 
P Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
C We admit and confess our sinfulness. We have turned 

away from spouses, children, sisters, and brothers in our 
thinking, speaking, and doing. We have loved evil and 
hated good. We have embraced the darkness and shunned 
the light.  

 
A TIME FOR CONFESSION AND MEDITATION 
 

P By the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I, a called and ordained 
servant of Christ, forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
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HYMN: “Go to Dark Gethsemane” (LSB 436:3–4) 

 
FIRST READING                                                              Amos 7:1–6 
 
1 This is what the Sovereign LORD showed me: He was preparing swarms 

of locusts after the king’s share had been harvested and just as the late 

crops were coming up. 2 When they had stripped the land clean, I cried 

out, “Sovereign LORD, forgive! How can Jacob survive? He is so small!” 

3 So the LORD relented. “This will not happen,” the LORD said. 4 This is 

what the Sovereign LORD showed me: The Sovereign LORD was calling for 

judgment by fire; it dried up the great deep and devoured the land. 5 Then 

I cried out, “Sovereign LORD, I beg you, stop! How can Jacob survive? He 

is so small!” 6 So the LORD relented. “This will not happen either,” the 

Sovereign LORD said. 
P:    This is the word of the Lord.    
C:    Thanks be to God. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/amos/7-1.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/amos/7-2.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/amos/7-3.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/amos/7-4.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/amos/7-5.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/amos/7-6.html
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GOSPEL READING                                                      John 17:20–26 
 
20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe 

in me through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just 

as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world 

may believe that you have sent me. 22 I have given them the glory that 

you gave me, that they may be one as we are one—23 I in them and you 

in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will 

know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 

24 “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, 

and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me 

before the creation of the world. 25 “Righteous Father, though the world 

does not know you, I know you, and they know that you have sent me. 

26 I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known 

in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself 

may be in them.” 

P:   This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
  

https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/17-20.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/17-21.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/17-22.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/17-23.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/17-24.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/17-25.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/17-26.html
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.    
         And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 
descended into hell, the third day he rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the living and the 
dead.  
         I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
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HYMN: “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary” (LSB 423) 

 
 
SERMON: “Locusts Here, Locusts There, Locusts Seem to Be Everywhere”  

(Amos 7:1–6) 
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PRAYERS – (Based upon Romans 8:34)  
 

P Forgiving Father, fill your entire Church universal with truth and 
peace. Where it is in error, reform it; where it is in need, supply it; 
and where it is rent asunder, heal it. This we ask because Christ 
Jesus is the one who died, 

C Who is at the right hand of God, interceding for us.  
 
P Lord of power and might, bring order where there is chaos, rebuke 

where there is injustice, healing where there is sickness, and light 
to those who dwell in spiritual darkness. This we ask, because 
Christ Jesus is the one who died, 

C Who is at the right hand of God, interceding for us.  
 
P Father of our families, enrich the lives of husbands and wives, 

parents and children, and all in our extended families. Shed great 
grace upon the lonely, those who have no family near, who are 
widows and orphans, divorced and separated. This we ask, 
because Christ Jesus is the one who died, 

C Who is at the right hand of God, interceding for us.  
 
P Lord of all who labor, we ask for your tender support of those who 

are unemployed, underemployed, or overworked. Give directors, 
employers, and all in authority in workplaces the wisdom and 
knowledge that advances meaningful labor. This we ask because 
Christ Jesus is the one who died, 

C Who is at the right hand of God, interceding for us.  
 
P O Lord, answer our prayers, fulfill our hopes, and bring us at last 

to everlasting life. This we ask because Christ Jesus is the one who 
died, 

C Who is at the right hand of God, interceding for us. In his 
name we pray. Amen.  
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
BLESSING  
 
CLOSING HYMN: “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”  
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For Next Week Read Amos 7:10–17 
• What brought about the conflict between Amos and Amaziah? 
• Whose interests were Amaziah and Amos trying to protect?   
• Is conflict a necessary part of life? Are some conflicts unavoidable? 

 
 
 
 

Pastor 
Reverend Alex Harris 

 
Minister of Music 

Brian Priebe 
 

Pianist/Organist 
Elizabeth Schneider 

 
Singers 

Nancy Dydak 
Lori Schwartz 

 
Altar Guild 

OneLicense A 7013 
CCLI 2682267  

 
 


