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MIDWEEK OF LENT 2 
“The day of the LORD” is a phrase that Amos uses three times within the three 
verses of Amos 5:18–20. This day is much like the “the day of Jezreel” (Hosea 
1:11), “the Day of Midian” (Isaiah 9:4), “the day of Egypt” (Ezekiel 30:9), and 
“the day of Jerusalem” (Psalm 137:7). All of these refer military action; hence 
“the day of the LORD” is another way to say “the battle of the Lord.” From 
events narrated in, e.g., Exodus 14 and Joshua 6–8, Israel was quite certain 
of what would happen on the Lord’s day. It was a day when He would appear 
to defeat the nation’s enemies. Amos, however, turns these expectations on 
their head when he announces that most certainly God will come to defeat 
His enemies. The shock, now, is that His enemy has become Israel! Our only 
refuge from this day of darkness is to trust in Christ, our Redeemer, who is 
our Light and our Salvation. 

 

PRELUDE           RHOSYMEDRE chorale prelude by Ralph Vaughan Williams 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP  
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
INVOCATION  
 

P In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.  
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CALL TO WORSHIP (From selected verses in Psalm 27) 
 

P Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; 
though war arise against me, yet I will be confident.  

C The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
 
P One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: that I 

may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze 
upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his temple.  

C The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
 
P For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will 

conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high upon a 
rock. 

C The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
 
P Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud; be gracious to me and answer 

me!  
C The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
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HYMN: “Lift High the Cross” (LSB 837:1–3) 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION – (Based upon Amos 5:21–24) 
 

P Almighty Father, apart from humble repentance you hate and 
despise our worship and take no delight in our solemn assemblies.  

C You want justice to roll down like waters, and 
righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 

 
P When we give our offerings in a perfunctory and lukewarm manner 

you do not accept them; and you do not look with favor upon our 
half-hearted worship.  

C You want justice to roll down like waters, and 
righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 

 
P When you hear our shallow singing and duplistic praises, you say, 

“Take away from me the noise of your songs; to the melody of 
your harps I will not listen.”  

C You want justice to roll down like waters, and 
righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 

 
P Merciful Father, we are guilty of having the outward form of 

godliness, but inside we harbor pettiness and vindictiveness. We 
confess it, renounce it, and disown it, trusting that you will forgive 
our sins and cleanse us from every stain of evil. We place our hope 
in Christ’s atoning blood. 

 
A TIME FOR CONFESSION AND MEDITATION 
 

P By the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I, a called and ordained 
servant of Christ, forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
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HYMN: “Lift High the Cross” (LSB 837:4–6) 

 
FIRST READING:                                                            Amos 5:18–20  
 

18 Woe to you who long for the day of the LORD! Why do you long for the 

day of the LORD? That day will be darkness, not light. 19 It will be as 

though a man fled from a lion only to meet a bear, as though he entered 
his house and rested his hand on the wall only to have a snake bite him. 

20 Will not the day of the LORD be darkness, not light— pitch-dark, without 

a ray of brightness? 
P:    This is the word of the Lord.   C:    Thanks be to God. 
 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/amos/5-18.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/amos/5-19.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/amos/5-20.html
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GOSPEL READING:                                                        John 12:27–36 
 

27 “Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from 

this hour’? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. 28 Father, 

glorify your name!” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, 

and will glorify it again.” 29 The crowd that was there and heard it said it 

had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him. 30 Jesus said, 

“This voice was for your benefit, not mine. 31 Now is the time for judgment 

on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. 32 And I, 

when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33 He 

said this to show the kind of death he was going to die. 34 The crowd 

spoke up, “We have heard from the Law that the Messiah will remain 

forever, so how can you say, ‘The Son of Man must be lifted up’? Who is 

this ‘Son of Man’?” 35 Then Jesus told them, “You are going to have the 

light just a little while longer. Walk while you have the light, before 

darkness overtakes you. Whoever walks in the dark does not know where 

they are going. 36 Believe in the light while you have the light, so that you 

may become children of light.” When he had finished speaking, Jesus left 

and hid himself from them. 
P:   This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
  

https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/12-27.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/12-28.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/12-29.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/12-30.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/12-31.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/12-32.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/12-33.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/12-34.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/12-35.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/12-36.html
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.    
         And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 
descended into hell, the third day he rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the living and the 
dead.  
         I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
 

HYMN: “Renew Me, O Eternal Light” (LSB 704) 
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SERMON: “This is the Night the LORD Has Made”            Pastor Alex Harris 
 

PRAYERS – (Based upon 1 John 1:7) 
  

P Heavenly Father, we pray for your Holy Christian Church, scattered 
throughout the world, that you will empower all the baptized to 
cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light for if 
we walk in the light, as you are in the light, 

C We have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from all sin. 

 

P Father, we pray for all pastors and teachers of the Gospel, that 
their lights would shine brightly as their lives testify to the truth 
they teach for if we walk in the light, as you are in the light, 

C We have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from all sin. 

 

P Lord, empower our nation’s leaders to be instruments of justice 
and righteousness, so that your Church may live in peace and 
tranquility as it lifts high the cross and proclaims the love of Christ, 
for if we walk in the light, as you are in the light, 

C We have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from all sin. 

 

P Tender Father, shower your compassion upon all who walk in 
darkness and in the valley of the shadow of death. Heal the sick, 
comfort those who mourn, and bind up the brokenhearted. Use us 
to restore all that is dark, for if we walk in the light, as you are in 
the light, 

C We have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from all sin. 

 

P O God, give us grace to follow Jesus, the Light of the world, and 
in following him keep us steadfast and immoveable, always 
abounding in your work, for if we walk in the light, as you are in 
the light, 
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C We have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from all sin. In Jesus’ name. 
Amen.  

  
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
BLESSING  
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HYMN: “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” (LSB 411) 
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For Next Week Read Amos 6:1–7 
• What were the leaders of Israel busy doing while their nation was 

falling into ruin? 
• Do we tend to turn to God more frequently in times of prosperity or 

in times of crisis?  
• Is it enough to “do no harm,” or does God expect us to be active in 

helping those less fortunate than us?  
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