Cross ways

Blessed to be a Blessing
Thank you to all those who serve in countless ways
at Calvary. Your service, leadership, and gifts to the
congregation make possible all that is happening
here. To God be the Glory!
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Everything that happens at Calvary is done by volunteers. Aside from a small handful of paid staff, everything
having to do with the life of the church and the ministries
you see are volunteer led and volunteer accomplished.
That means there is an incredible legacy of volunteers in
this church’s past who have given much to carry the
church along to what it has become today.
If you are a member or regular visitor at Calvary you are
invited to become a part of this legacy as well. From
meeting and greeting on Sunday morning to helping out
with mission activities your help is needed and it is one
way you can care for your church and others who are
here. Please contact the church office or any of our volunteer coordinators to find out how to get involved.

To best keep up with all the events and activities
happening at Calvary check out the following
resources:
 Sunday morning bulletin and Traffic Report
(All services recorded, CDs available in Narthex)
 Our Bi-Monthly Crossways Newsletter
 Our Facebook Page: Calvary Silver Spring
 Our Website: calvarysilverspring.org
 Member mailboxes in the Narthex
(To request a mailbox contact the church office)

Upcoming Events
Feb. 14—Mar. 20 Sundays in Lent
Feb. 10—Mar. 16 Wednesdays in Lent, Midweek Service in the Chapel at 7:30pm; Community Meal served at 6:30pm

Feb. 16 Mary Circle at 7:30pm at Calvary
Feb. 20 Men’s Group Meeting, 8:30am
Feb. 21 Fourth Annual Chili Cook-Off, after
worship
Mar. 5 Women of Calvary General Meeting, 122pm with Potluck Lunch
Mar. 20 Palm Sunday
Mar. 24 Maundy Thursday Service at 7:30pm

Mar. 25 Good Friday Service at 7:30pm
Mar. 26 Men’s Group Meeting; Preparations for
Easter
Mar. 27 Easter Sunday, 6:30am Sunrise Service; 10:00am Celebration Service
Apr. 3—May 15 Foundations Spring Sessions

7 phrases; 7 exclamations. As Jesus, God himself and
savior of the world, hung from the crosshe spoke 7
times. Each phrase a different expression of the cosmic
reality taking place on that gravest and darkest of days.
“Father forgive them.” “Today you will be with me…”
“Woman, behold your son…” “My God, why have you
forsaken me?” “I thirst.” “Into your hands…”
“It is finished.”

Meanwhile, Robert found work as a custodian in the
Montgomery County School System. He also started
taking courses at Montgomery College. Then he connected with a friend he had known from a Lutheran
church in the Ivory Coast. The friend had managed to
come the U.S. before Robert. Now he encouraged
Robert to join the African Immigrant Ministry at
Bethany Lutheran Church in Alexandria, VA. Robert
served there in many capacities, and he began to realize that what he really wanted to do with his life
was to become a pastor and serve a congregation.
It took four years
before Naomi and
Marlee were able to
join Robert in the
U.S. in July 2008,
but they are so
happy to be reunited with Robert and
living in an apartment in Gaithersburg. Soon after
arriving, Naomi began training as a nurses’ aid, and
she now works part time for SEEK (Seeking Equality,
Empowerment, and Community) in Silver Spring,
where she helps people with developmental disabilities. Marlee was 10 years old when they arrived in
the U.S. She says that her school days in Africa were
a lot tougher. There were no school buses, and her
mother had to walk long distances with her to
school, which was especially hard during the rainy
season. Now she enjoys attending 10th grade at
Gaithersburg High School.
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Robert has finally begun to fulfill his life’s ambition.
He and Naomi met with the Rev. Dr. John Denninger,
President of the Southeastern District of LCMS, and
Robert was accepted into a program sponsored by
Concordia Seminary in St. Louis. The program allows
him to be ordained into the ministry at the end of
four years. He is on a special track called EIIT (Ethnic
Immigrant Institute of Theology), in which he can do
most of his training from a distance. But he needs a
local mentor and was matched up with Pastor Mike
for that purpose.
The Sawahs have had to overcome so many setbacks and challenges, and it is a privilege and honor
for Calvary that they have chosen us as their congregation. At Calvary we say that our mission is
“working to transform lives by sharing the love of
God,” and Marlee regularly invites her classmates to
come to church with her—what a good example for
all of us!
~Claire Miller

Elijah, who is now 19 years old, wasn’t able to come
to the U.S. with Naomi and Marlee, but he finally arrived last May. His schooling in Liberia was frequently interrupted by rioting and outbreaks of disease, which closed the schools for months at a time.
Now that he’s here, he’s studying for his GED, and
math is his favorite subject. He’s also learning to become a plumber at the Job Corps in Washington, D.C.
Answer to puzzle on back page.

During the season of Lent we will be looking to the Last
Words of Jesus’ to discover what they teach us about
this, the greatest of sacrificial acts.
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The family is still struggling to meet all the requirements so that Benjamin, their oldest son, can join
them here from Liberia.
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The Sawah family joined Calvary last September
when Robert began his ministerial training with
Pastor Mike. Robert has helped during church services since then by reading the scriptures, serving
communion, and singing in the choir. Meanwhile,
like many Calvary members, Naomi and the kids
have chosen a favorite place to sit every Sunday.
Robert and Naomi are naturalized U.S. citizens, and
they have become a typical American family in many
ways, but they have experienced trials in their lives
that most of us only hear about in the news.
Most adults from Liberia in West Africa have lived
through some very difficult civil wars, and the Sawah
family is no exception. According to Naomi, “There
were many scary years, but God has been faithful to
our family in all that we have been through.”

Both Robert and Naomi were born in Grand Basso to
Christian parents. Robert’s parents were traditional
farmers—they grew the food their family needed.
When Naomi was school age, her uncle brought her
to Monrovia, the big capital city of Liberia. He also
took her to church, where she enjoyed listening to
Bible stories told by a missionary. Robert also grew
up in Monrovia and was involved with Christian activities at school. He was part of a Bible Quiz Team
and some Bible study groups organized by Youth for
Christ, a Christian organization that worked with
middle and high school students. He loved sports,
especially soccer, and he’s still a big soccer fan.
In 1992, when Robert was in the first year of college
and Naomi was still in high school, civil war broke
out. They fled to their parents’ homes in Grand Bassa and stayed for about a year, but troops began harassing and intimidating them there. Then, according
to Liberian customs, Robert paid a dowry to Naomi’s
parents, and they fled together to the Ivory Coast.

In 1994, things were getting back to normal in Monrovia, so they returned and bought a house. By 1996,
they had two young boys, Benjamin and Elijah,
when another major fight broke out in Monrovia,
and they had to flee again to the Ivory Coast. After
six months, Robert went back and found that their
house had been looted and ransacked and half of the
zinc roof had been stolen. It wasn’t safe for the family to come back, so they stayed in the Ivory Coast for
four more years as refugees. Marlee, their youngest
child was born there. Naomi says that one of the
riskiest and most frightening things she had to do
during wartime was to leave the kids to find food.
While they were living in the Ivory Coast, Robert’s
uncle in Maryland applied to have the family resettled in the U.S. Finally, in 2004, Robert was given
permission to come to Maryland. Before he left, he
was able to renovate the house in Monrovia, and Naomi and the kids moved back there.
Marlee, Robert, Elijah, and Naomi Sawah

9 Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and teacher
of the Law, and the Levites who were instructing the people
said to them all, “This day is holy to the Lord your God. Do
not mourn or weep.” For all the people had been weeping as
they listened to the words of the Law. 10 Nehemiah said,
“Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some
to those who have nothing prepared. This day is holy to our
Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”
Nehemiah 8:9-10
In the 8th chapter of the Old Testament book of Nehemiah
the people rededicate themselves to God and to his Word.
The preceding chapters tell the story of Nehemiah gathering together the outcasts and exiles of Jerusalem and leading them to rebuild the wall and restore the city. As the
wall is completed, the people gather together in the presence of God to again hear his word and commit themselves to being his people.
This is a story of renewal. The Old Testament is filled with
stories like this. Times when, for various reasons, the people are called to refocus their commitment to God and to
each other. They once again consider all that God has
promised and dedicate their future to his work.
Calvary is in a season of renewal as well. Over the last few
years we have been busy accomplishing tasks that needed
to done in for a new season of ministry to be possible.
Now we are ready for something bigger.
You are hopefully aware that we are carefully considering
a new capital campaign with the goal of modernizing our
building and providing a more usable space for ministry.
And not just a building, but a new set of goals and initiatives as a congregation - a chance for renewed ministry
and focus on serving our community.

vidual lives may from time to time need attention as well.
On February 10th we began the season of Lent, a time that
calls for personal examination and humility. God, please
continue to renew my heart, drawing me closer to yourself, bending my will to your own.
This is what we do each Sunday as we make our confession before God. We speak words of penitence and allow
God to take from us the burden of past sins. The absolution
words of forgiveness wash over us showing that God is
active in our lives, regularly recreating our broken hearts
and drawing us to himself as cleansed people.
We are a people of renewal. And this is not a bad thing, but
a promise. A constant reminder that our God is patient and
persistent with his people. He loves us even in our need to
regularly be recreated - that is what Jesus came to show.
His was a one-time sacrifice that we experience in an ongoing way proving out the deep and awesome love of our
God.
I hope you will join me in embracing this life-cycle of renewal - with our God, in our personal lives, and as a
church. Ours is a God who makes all things new. One day,
in God's time, we will see the ultimate fulfillment of these
words.
Create in me a clean heart O God, and renew a right spirit
within me. Psalm 51
(This letter is a modified version of the Jan. 27th Midweek
Meditations Email.)

This comes at a wonderful time in the life of this church as
we celebrate Calvary’s 75th Anniversary this year. As we
look into the past and give God thanks for all that this
church has been able to accomplish we also turn our
hearts and minds toward the future, seeking God’s guidance and vision as we move forward. A key questions then
emerges: what decisions and steps do we need to take
now in order to pave the way for the next 75 years of ministry in this place?
As we think about renewal we may realize that our indi-
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His, Pastor

Mike Middaugh

Dear Members and Friends in Christ,
Happy New Year! I hope that all of you had a blessed
Christmas and beginning to this new year. Sharing
the joy of this special season with family and friends
brings us closer together in our faith in Christ Jesus.
Now, we are already approaching another special
season as we enter Lent and prepare for Easter.
This year we plan to take action on several initiatives: the Master Facilities Plan with Capital Campaign; a new congregational Constitution and ByLaws; and Calvary’s 75th Anniversary celebration.
Two Town Hall Meetings have been held to address
questions and comments on the Master Facilities
Plan that was presented to the Voters Assembly on
September 27. Members agreed that we must take
action to improve our space. A straw poll was taken
at the January 10 meeting that identified what members felt were important to Calvary. The voting
placed the following (in descending order) as most
important: ADA Accessibility (elevator, bathrooms,
exterior ranps) and associated renovations ( i.e. coat
room, coffee nook, multi-purpose room, etc.); Narthex Expansion and Cross placement; A-Frame Roof
replacement; Windows and Doors replacement; Additional Space for Ministry; and Sheltered Drop-off
and Parking. A Capital Campaign to raise funds for
this project is being planned.
The Constitution and By-Laws Committee, headed by
Jerry Miller and Dan Michels, has been meeting regularly since September to craft both documents. A
proposed draft Constitution, based on a Board of Director’s model, will be presented at the January 31
Voters Meeting. Several Town Hall meetings will be
scheduled to discuss the new Constitution and ByLaws prior to voting on them at the June 5 Voters
Meeting (May meeting moved to June 5; mark your
calendars!)

Courtney Fletcher is heading up the committee to
plan an event(s) that will celebrate Calvary’s 75th
Anniversary during 2016. Additional volunteers are
welcome. You will be hearing more about their plans
very soon.
In addition to planning new renovations to our facility, there are several urgent repairs/replacements
that must be addressed now. Some of these include:
the sanctuary roof and gutters; new pendant lights
and light wiring in the sanctuary; removal and/or
painting the outside cross; and updating the electrical control box. I’ve asked the Finance Committee to
make recommendations to the Council on how we
should pay for these repairs. We hope to be able to
vote on some of the funding of these repairs at the
January 31 Voters Meeting.
Because we have so many projects underway that
will require Voters approval for funding, we anticipate several special Voters meetings will be scheduled during winter and spring. One of the topics of a
special meeting will be a recommendation on how
Calvary should use the proceeds from the sale of the
Farm. Please look for announcements of these special meetings and plan to attend.

Congrats to Justin and Melissa (Baker) Novotny upon their
wedding in January.

Yours in Christ,

Robyn Frank,
Calvary President

Get your recipe ready now so that you might have a shot at winning one of these great trophies on February 21st at Calvary’s 4th
annual Chili Cook-Off!
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As the world was captivated by the new Star Wars movie in December, Christians were celebrating a much bigger event that took
place over 2000 years ago.
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Aphasia is a communication disorder that results
from damage to the parts of the brain that contain
language (typically in the left half of the brain). Because of the stroke I went through, I have aphasia. It
may cause difficulties in speaking, listening, reading,
and writing, but does not affect intelligence.

I would like to thank all at Calvary who, with their
financial gifts, make activities and ministries like the
Aphasia Choir possible. I am excited to see how this
new initiative will continue to bless the lives of others as we move forward. I know it has already been a
great blessing to those involved.

We are continuing to move forward towards our
Master Plan goals for the facility. Recently, all at Calvary have been invited to participate in Town-Hall
style meetings and conversation to discuss the proposed changes. This has been a great chance to hear
from many of you.

Several months ago, Sandi Lancaster (my speech language pathologist) gave to the people in our aphasia
group an article on music and aphasia. Since the
stroke, I know people with my condition have difficulty in getting the words out, but singing for me
was no problem. Here was the beginnings of an answer. The parts of the brain devoted to music were
unaffected by aphasia. Singing can be part of stroke
survivors rehabilitation.

If you are curious to learn more about aphasia and
music you can look up this article which was part of
my inspiration for starting a choir in our area.

Please be aware that no official decisions have yet
been made as to the specifics of construction or the
timing. Yet, that is exactly what we hope to work towards in the coming months. The original designs
presented by the architects will now be modified
and worked over to make changes in response to
feedback Calvary’s leadership has received thus far.

I became quite excited: why couldn’t we have an
“aphasia choir” in our area? I spoke to Brian Priebe
about it, and explained what aphasia was. He
arranged to come to our aphasia group meeting at
Adventist HealthCare hospital in Gaithersburg. He
brought some music (“Lean on Me”), which we sang
totally without rehearsals. Suffice to say, he was
very impressed!

“From Silence to a ‘Din of Interaction’”
“An SLP harnesses her musical passion to found a
choir for people with aphasia”
http://leader.pubs.asha.org/article.aspx?
articleid=1912330
Thank you again to Calvary for supporting this new
initiative and allowing us to meet in the Sanctuary.
And special thanks to Brian Priebe for leading us and
to Annie Huson for playing the piano.
~Eric Delfino

Brian and I met to study the feasibility of such an
approach. We then met with Pastor Mike. He suggested maybe we take it a new direction for Calvary,
part of a more welcoming approach to community.
He said we should seek permission from the Church
Council and explain it to the congregation. We did
that at the September Voters Assembly, and the voters approve the request for $2,500 by in order for
the program to get up and running for at least 1 year.
We first met on September 22, 2015 in the Calvary
sanctuary. Since then, we’ve met twice-monthly.
Brian asked for and was awarded a Thrivent Action
Teams grant for $250 to buy music for our rehearsals. We have grown from five members at our September meeting to ten members today, and we are
planning on holding a performance at church at
some point, possibly singing “Dona Nobis Pacem.”
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The work we do now is some of the most important
in the entire project as we want to take the time to
create the best possible outcome for the facility. The
goal is that the building might be made more welcoming, accessible, modern, and efficient so that it
can best serve Calvary’s current and future ministry
needs. All who call Calvary their church home are
encouraged to be involved as this process continues.
Ask questions of your leaders, give any input you
feel might be helpful , and continue to explore the
details of this project yourself so that you will be fully informed when the time does come to make formal decisions.
My hope and my prayer is that the Master Plan
would be one of several big pushes that carry us into
a wonderful new season of ministry as a congregation. We feel a strong call to serve the needs of those
in this church as well as to find new and greater
ways to continue serving our community.
Please know I am always available for conversations
or to help answer any questions you may have about
the Master Plan, or any other aspect of Calvary’s
vision for the next few years.

On October 12, 2016 Calvary will celebrate 75 years
of service and dedication to our community, as we
remember the very first service held as a church
body. This is a very special time in our history and
we intend to celebrate it all year long.
The 75th Anniversary
Committee is in the
process of planning
activities to honor past
pastors, members,
teachers, students and
events throughout the
year which will be
followed by a 75th
Anniversary Service on
October 16, 2016. We
look forward to receiving any suggestions
from the church body; please direct them to EVP,
Courtney Fletcher via email at:
Courtney_Fletcher@hotmail.com.

There will be plenty of opportunities for members to
lend a hand with the various subcommittees. We’ll
need a lot of volunteers to assist with Historical
Memories; setup and breakdown for different
events, so please be on the lookout for sign-up
sheets or the wonderful Committee members asking
for your assistance.
We look forward to a great year full of memories,
celebrations and commitments to another 75 years
of servicing our community by Changing Lives with
God’s Love.
75th Anniversary Committee Members: Chair and
EVP; Lori Schwartz; Susan Fletcher; Vita Sims; Nancy
Dydak; Pele Kimimino; Sandi Isler; Andrea Twomey;
Robyn Frank, President; and Pastor Mike Middaugh

~Pastor Mike Middaugh
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~Courtney Fletcher

Ash Wednesday was February 10th and marks the
beginning of the season of Lent. At Calvary, we hold
an Ash Wednesday service with the imposition of
ashes as well as Holy Communion.

Lent Schedule 2016

This year during our Lent
Midweek Wednesday
services we are doing
something a little bit different. Stones have been
collected and are available
for those coming into
worship. These stones can
then serve as a symbol of
whatever we may be
carrying in our lives that
should be turned over to
God. Whether this is our
prayers for help or healing, burdens we feel in our
lives, or our need for confession and repentance,
these stones may serve as a symbolic reminder.
Those in worship are then invited to place their
stones around the Altar as they come to communion,
thus placing before God whatever we may need to
bring to Him. As worshipers leave the rail they can
know that they leave with sins forgiven and the
promise that God knows and hears our prayers.

Wednesdays in Lent: Feb. 10-Mar 16
7:30pm Midweek Service in Chapel: Stepping Stones
Community Meal served at 6:30pm

Sundays in Lent: Feb. 14-Mar. 20
The Last Words of Jesus from the Cross

Holy Week Schedule 2016

In November and December Calvary collected school
supplies for students in Tanzania. These supplies
(backpacks, notebooks, pencils etc.) were then taken
to Tanzania by Calvary members Joyce, Robert and
Ada Cottrell, as well as by Pele Kimimino.
Pele shares these pictures from Jangwani Beach Elementary School. The school staff and students want
to thank Calvary Lutheran Church for donating
school supplies. “Thank you Calvary Lutheran
Church for making a difference in our lives. “

Also, please consider leading a Thrivent Action Team
or two and using a $250 Visa card to jump-start your
activity. Check out this web site for inspiration:
Thrivent.com/actionteam. You’ll need a three-week
lead time, but the application is easy and you’ll find
out if it’s approved in just a couple of days.

Palm Sunday: Mar. 20
10am worship service
Maundy Thursday: Mar. 24
7:30pm worship with Holy Eucharist
Good Friday: Mar. 25th
7:30pm Tenebrae Service of Darkness

Brian Priebe used
Action Team
money to buy
music for the new
Aphasia choir he
and Erik Delfino
have started. And
look at the pile of
good-quality toys
(on the table) that
we were able to
add to the WOC
collection at the Christmas dinner.

Easter Sunday: Mar. 27
6:30am Sunrise Service Under the Pines; 10:00am
Celebration Service in the Sanctuary; breakfast
served between services.

This practice fits well with this year’s Midweek
Lenten theme of “Stepping Stones.” Each week we
will be reflecting on one reading from scripture that
involves a stone, or stones. All are invited to be part
of these special midweek services which are held in
the Calvary Chapel. Worship is at 7:30pm, a community meal is served at 6:30pm.

Some Thrivent members already have plans for leading an Action Team this year. Each of our 30
Thrivent members may lead two teams during 2016.
How about you? Talk to Donna Clark, Lori Schwartz,
Sherrell Goolsby, or Claire Miller if you want some
advice on getting started.

On the Sundays of Lent our theme will be “The Last
Words of Christ from the Cross” which is the image
featured on the cover of this newsletter. As we journey through the season of Lent we are called to introspection, self-examination, and personal preparation for Holy Week, when we will once again hear
the story of Jesus journey to the cross and then on
Easter, his triumphant resurrection.
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Thrivent members, if you haven’t designated all of
your Thrivent Choice Dollars for 2015 to Calvary,
time is slipping away. Anything left in your 2015
Thrivent Choice account will go to zero on March 31.
Wouldn’t it be better to send it to Calvary so we can
use it in our Building Fund? Go to Thrivent.com/
thriventchoice (requires log-in) or call 800-8474836 and say “Thrivent Choice” when prompted.
Donna Clark and Claire Miller will be glad to help
you with any questions and encourage you not to
miss this opportunity!

~Claire Miller
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