Calvary KidsNews
Reformation Day chant (first part):
I HO-HOHOPE you’ll
be at my
breakfast on
Saturday,
December 9th
from 8:30 to
11:30am. Bring
your friends-I’d like to meet
them, too. See
you! Santa

Leader: Martin heard some people say,
“Get to heaven . . . “
Kids: IF YOU PAY!
Leader: Martin wrote, “That is not true.
Jesus paid the . . .”
Kids: WAY FOR YOU!
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Rosie’s Baptism
Before Rosie was
baptized, she met
with Pastor Mike.
He explained that
the baptism water
isn’t magic, but it
would connect her
to God’s kingdom,
and she would become a member
of his family.

A Wooly
Bear was
There!

Acolyte Lesson
Miles has been an acolyte at Calvary for many
years, and now he is training other kids to become acolytes, too. Hank says he already knew
how to use the candle lighter. But what he
learned from Miles was how to walk down the
aisle and turn around, and how not to set the
church on fire!
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Georgia went
on Calvary’s
Holy Hike at
Lake Needwood. At first
she thought
the wooly
bear caterpillar was icky.
But then she
got brave and
touched its
furry body.

Pastor: Reverend Michael Middaugh
Music Minister: Brian Priebe
Church Administrator: Beverly Harmon
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Because a very large dumpster was already filled from

Everything that happens at Calvary is done by volunteers. Aside from a small handful of paid staff,
everything having to do with the life of the church
and the ministries you see are volunteer led and volunteer accomplished. That means there is an incredible legacy of volunteers in this church’s past who
have given much to carry the church along to what it
has become today.
If you are a member or regular visitor at Calvary you
are invited to become a part of this legacy as well.
From meeting and greeting on Sunday morning to
helping out with mission activities your help is
needed and it is one way you can care for your
church and others who are here. Please contact the
church office or any of our volunteer coordinators to
find out how to get involved.

Upcoming Events
Dec 3 First Sunday of Advent; Tree decorating
after worship
Dec 6 Advent Midweek Service with Meal,
6:30pm meal, 7:30pm service

Dec 9 Breakfast with Santa
Dec 12 Christmas Potluck Dinner (WOC)

•
•
•
•
•

Dec 20 Advent Midweek Service with Meal
Dec 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service,
7:30pm

Dec 28—Jan 1 Church Office Closed

Jan 28 Voters Assembly following worship

Sunday morning bulletin and Traffic Report
(All services recorded, CDs available in Narthex)
Our Bi-Monthly Crossways Newsletter
Our Facebook Page: Calvary Silver Spring
Our Website: calvarysilverspring.org
Member mailboxes in the Narthex
(To request a mailbox contact the church office)

Hope. Peace. Joy. Love. The Bible promises these
gifts will be given to God’s people. Could it be they
would take the form of a child, a baby lying in a manger? This December join us for worship through the
season of Advent as we prepare our hearts and our
lives for God’s Christmas Gifts.
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--Jerry Miller

Dec 13 Advent Midweek Service with Meal

Dec 25 Christmas Day Worship, 10:00am
To best keep up with all the events and activities
happening at Calvary check out the following
resources:

the stripping of the interior, the old appliances and
salvaged wiring were still in the house, and we
moved them out of the workers’ way. A new set of
patio doors with insulated glass was installed, a hole
was cut into a wall and framed for a new window,
and post holes were dug in the cold hard clay for a
privacy fence around the back yard. Habitat served a
pizza lunch. The work was wrapped up by about
2:20pm. Everyone felt good about contributing to this
worthy project and the Men of Calvary are likely to
do another Saturday workday at this or another
Habitat project in the spring.

Committed to Christ and Community

The local Habitat for Humanity organization responsible for projects in Montgomery and Prince Georges
county is located in downtown Silver Spring. They
sometimes build new houses when affordable land is
available and they buy worn or distressed houses
and rehab them. Both are sold to low-income families who need affordable housing. Habitat finances
these homes for qualified families with 30-year
mortgages at zero percent interest.
The Men of Calvary volunteered to raise money for
supplies and to provide a volunteer crew to work on
a rehab house in Upper Marlboro on Saturday, November 11th. Calvary members contributed $724 and
Thrivent contributed $250 for additional building
supplies. Seven men arrived by 9:00am to work with
Habitat’s foreman and additional Habitat staff. When
we arrived, we found that the small one-floor house
had been stripped of all its drywall, electrical wiring,
and plumbing. What remained was the exterior shell,
the stud walls and other framing, and the roof. With
such houses, Habitat installs good insulation and
good new appliances to reduce future utility bills.
The family that buys the house provides “sweat equity,” often doing much of the interior painting. When
this project is finished next spring, it will be a nice
four-bedroom, two-bath home.
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Financial Report for the first 4 months
of Fiscal 2018 (July-October 2017)
Income by source:
Member Giving via collection envelopes
Member Giving via Electronic giving

Total Member Giving
Collection Plate giving
Auburn School
Other income (groups, recitals, concerts)
Giant Food Coupons – profit from sales

Total Giving all sources
Total Expenses for
the same 4 months

$ 55,086
$ 23,283
$ 78,369
$ 2,039
$ 44,200
$ 2,491
$
185
$ 127,284
$ 184,670

We are currently running a $57,386 deficit.
This stark difference is due to several factors.
Member giving lagging behind the
budget by $22,000
Property expenses due to upkeep of systems
Replacement of 4 air conditioners
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--Carl Johnson

If you are looking for a way to get yourself into the
Holiday spirit, please join us for the annual Women
of Calvary Christmas Dinner on Tuesday, December
12th. We will meet in the fellowship hall for appetizers and fellowship beginning at 6:30pm. The potluck
dinner will be at 7:00pm, with a program to follow
relating to a theme of the Advent season.
To continue our partnership with A Wider Circle, we
will be collecting new, unwrapped toys for their
North Pole Project. This project allows parents to
select toys to give their children for Christmas so
that the family’s limited income can be focused on
their current living needs. A Wider Circle collects
gifts for infants to age 18. Gift cards to Walmart, Target, Amazon, and movie theaters are accepted for the
older children. Suggested gifts include craft kits, puzzles, toys, electronics, pajamas, board games, books,
art supplies, and winter clothing. A representative
from A Wider Circle will attend the dinner and share
more about the North Pole Project. Thanks to
Thrivent Financial, we will have an extra $250 to
spend on toys to put under the tree.
Remember that ALL women who attend Calvary are
welcome to attend the dinner. If you are not able to
be there right at 6:30, please feel free to come when
you are available. If you have any questions, please
contact me at 301-785-9545
or katetomes24@gmail.com
--Kate Tomes

Calvary’s KidsChurch program is off to a great start.
In September we began using a new curriculum from
Sparkhouse. It’s a Bible-centered program, and the
kids read from their children’s Bibles every Sunday.
The lessons are age appropriate and really engaging.
We began . . . at the beginning! We started with the
creation story and have spent time with Noah, Abraham and Sarah, and Moses, among others. Pastor
Mike joined with the kids and did a sermon series
that matched what the kids were learning. Thanks
for the support, Pastor!
This fall we were blessed with three new teachers-Mark Weilnau, Wendy White, and Georgeanne
Friedrich. Having more teachers has allowed us to
split the kids into three classes: Pre-K and K, 1st and
2nd grades, and 3rd through 6th grades. Now the children have the opportunity to learn from ageappropriate materials and spend class time with
their peers.
We continue to enjoy our youth services on the 5th
Sunday of every month. On Reformation Sunday, the
kids presented a short call-and-response performance on the Reformation and Martin Luther. We
are planning a special youth and family service on
Christmas Eve morning, which happens to be on a
Sunday this year--stay tuned for more information
on that. It promises to be a joyful Christmas Eve Sunday morning!
It was a special day on October 8th when Rosie was
baptized. God’s blessings to Rosie! We con-tinue to
be blessed with help from our oldest kid, Miles, who
not only helps our teachers with our youngest class,
but is also teaching other kids how to be acolytes.
Thanks, Miles, for every-thing you do with and for
our kids at Calvary!
If you are interested in helping with our program,
please let me know. We can also use classroom helpers and substitute teachers. You can reach me at 301
-538-6313 and Lori.LS@gmail.com. --Lori Schwartz
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We now begin a season of waiting and preparation.
Advent, which starts in early December, is the time in
the church year (and probably around the house as
well!) when we start to get ready for a very big day.
But amidst all the busyness of the season, and all the
planning, we may actually have to make plans not
lose track of what’s really important at this time of
the year.

and reflect, ponder and consider all God has done in
sending a savior, which this world desperately needs.
Join me in stepping into this season and preparing
our hearts again to be the dwelling place of Jesus
Christ, the prince of peace, Son of God.
Yours in Christ,

Christmas is many things, a time to sing, a time to
bake, a time to be with family and friends, a time to
give and to receive. Christmas, I hope, is also a time
to stop and reflect again on all that we have and all
that we have been given.
At the top of that list is the reminder of a beautiful
story. A story of promises made long ago and promises fulfilled that one day a savior would be sent to a
people dwelling in darkness. Hope was coming, light
was coming.

While we have much for which to be thankful as we
approach the close of 2017, we also know that there
is darkness still. This has not been an easy year. Over
and over again, our Twitter feeds and TV screens
have been awash in difficult news. Darkness and evil
are ever-present in this world.
But there is also light. Great light. Brilliant light.
Every time we gather for worship, sing praises, or
watch children go running down the aisle, we are
standing in that light. When we give gifts in generosity to meet the needs of others, we are extensions of
the light of generosity that has first been shown to
us. When we remind one another that our hope rests
in something greater than this world, we are allowing that light to shine through us and to the world
around.
So, during this season, as we prepare and as we wait,
let us not miss opportunities to be children of the
light. Let us find ways to give, generously, especially
to those who have less. Let us find joy in telling our
kids again this greatest story of hope. And let us rest
3
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His,

Pastor Mike Middaugh

Dear Members and Friends in Christ,
In the last publication of Crossways, I noted planned
facilities fixes and improvements were moving to
completion. We also were moving toward the adoption of a strategic plan. We were considering how to
deal with turnover in the church office.
Now the facility fixes and improvements will be
complete with the installation of a couple more
lights in the sanctuary. We can then catch our collective breath and consider what facility changes/
improvements we would like to consider. That will
be undertaken in conjunction with the Capital Campaign. In addition, Calvary leadership has been
working hard with some potential contractors to
deal with our historical problem of rain/snow accumulations on or near the buildings. These have led to
damage and concerns about safety. By using uncommitted funds from the first cycle of renovations, we
expect to, for the first time in memory, have made
changes to get all water moved away from our property and into the storm drain where it belongs. This
includes significant improvement in water abatement for the playground.

After about a year of gestation, Calvary now has a
new Constitution. The Council is no more, and a different governing body, the Board of Directors, has
taken its place. The members of the Board have a lot
of work ahead of them to implement the new management structure for Calvary. Many new policies
and procedures need to be written to address new
issues and to account for the new and simplified authority structure.
Lastly, Calvary continues to be blessed by Pastor
Middaugh, the church office staff, members of the
Board of Directors, and those who just simply show
up and get the job done. As we move forward, it will
take all of us to show up and get the job done.
Yours in Christ,

Daniel Michels,
Calvary President
Psalm 86:12

Our strategic plan, the Roadmap to 2020, was adopted by the Voters Assembly and is being implemented. Reports on implementation of the plan appear
elsewhere in this edition of Crossways.
I am particularly pleased to note two new staff members. Carl Johnson has undertaken the never-ending
challenge of Business Manager. He also needs to respond too often to the problems of our aging facility.
I am hopeful that he will have fewer crises after
we’ve completed the Capital Campaign and dealt
with some or all of the creaky plumbing, leaky windows, etc. Toku Kawata, our new pianist/organist,
has been a charming and talented addition to our
musical program.
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The Prayer Pyramid needs to be revived.
Could you make a few phone calls when special
prayers are needed? If so, please give your name to
the office. There will be help to get the process going
again.
Shepherd’s Table, a vital group helping the community in many ways, has finally moved to a new home
at 8106 Georgia Avenue (next to the fire station). We
will resume our collection of small toiletries for
them to distribute to those in need. Donations of
new socks and underwear are always welcome, too.
There is a basket in the narthex for these items.
Manna Food Center is another ongoing outreach
that Calvary supports. We just finished our annual
big collection at Thanksgiving, but we encourage donations to the collection baskets in the back of the
sanctuary throughout the year. Manna serves the
Montgomery County community by distributing food
to those in need. There is a list of most requested
foods posted on the bulletin board. Canned and
boxed foods are best (no glass containers or fresh
foods, please). Collected foods are delivered to Manna approximately every six weeks. Calvary averages
160 to 225 pounds at every delivery.
Our Church Services Run Smoothly thanks to our
dedicated Ushers, Communion Servers, Acolytes, and
Greeters. Miles Fletcher-Smith and Pele Kimimino
are our weekly acolyte and crucifer. Pele is back after a “new baby” break. A special thanks to Miles for
ably serving in both capacities during Pele’s absence.
Substitutes in all of the above important positions are
always needed. See Barbara Boehne if you are interested.
Urgent Needs: Ever wonder who cares for the vestments and altar-cloth changes? Or who prepares the
communion meal we share each week? Or who
brought (or grew) the flowers on the altar and the
hall table? It is the work of the few dedicated members of the Altar Guild. Ann Allen, Karen Michels,
Joan Carlton, Susan Fletcher, and Barbara Boehne
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work behind the scenes to make sure everything is
in place when the service begins. New Members of
the Altar Guild would be most welcome.
Or perhaps you might consider assuming an Altar
Guild task. One such opportunity that’s not too time
consuming is changing the paraments. They are
changed approximately 15 times a year, and the job
can be done any time during the week prior to the
special day. Interested? See Barbara Boehne.

Every Sunday after the service, one or more of our
elders (Susan Fletcher, Erik Delfino, and Pele
Kimimino) will be at the front of the church, ready to
share a private prayer with members who come to
the altar. You might want to have a prayer for:
Peace during stressful times
Help with problems at home or at work
God’s guidance for wisdom in making a big
decision
Physical or emotional healing for yourself or a
loved one
Praise and thanksgiving for blessings
Remember, you are not alone—you can share your
burdens and blessings privately with our caring
elders.
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3. Share (Reaching Out with God’s Love)
We're excited to announce the Calvary Art Show
coming this spring! The show will include all forms
of art: painting, sculpture, poetry, photography, etc.
We wanted to hold off till next year, to allow the
“juices to start flowing!” We look forward to seeing
the creativity that will be expressed by Calvary
members.
The art show will be open to all Calvary members
(even young ones). The date hasn’t been decided yet,
but it will be sometime after Easter. Look for
updates in the bulletin and on the website
(calvarysilverspring.org). Please contact Erik
Delfno ecd0077@gmail.com Vita Sims
Vita@vitadesigns.com with any questions or comments.
--Erik Delfino

Most Sundays you’ll find Chris Sauer and Katie
Donohue and their three-year-old son, Eamon, in a
pew right in front of the lectern. “Eamon is curious
about everything, and sitting up front lets him see
what’s going on,” Katie explains.
Chris and Katie moved from New York to Takoma
Park when Katie was nine months pregnant because
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they both had good job opportunities in our area.
Thanks to an invitation from Annie Huson, they
found Calvary last February. They felt warmly
welcomed, and we’ve been blessed to have them join
our church.
Katie grew up in Northern Virginia and attended
William & Mary and Richmond Medical School. She
finished her medical training at Columbia University
in New York and eventually joined the faculty.
Katie’s training and expertise in internal medicine
qualified her for her studies at the FDA, where she is
developing medicines for liver problems and rare
pediatric diseases.
Chris spent the first years of his life in King of Prussia, PA, north of Philadelphia. He was involved in
several sports in high school, but basketball was his
favorite. After attending Villanova University, his
jobs in sales eventually brought him to New York
City where he met Katie at a mutual friend’s birthday
party. “Katie and I both grew up in the Catholic
Church,” says Chris, “but Katie had found a Lutheran
Church that was so active in the community, and I
really liked that, so I joined her church, too. “
Chris now sells machinery to manufacturing plants
and helps automate companies. This involves day
trips all around the area, and occasional overnight
stays, but he’s happy that he can spend most of his
evenings at home.
And what do they do in their not-so-copious free
time? They enjoy hiking and other outdoor activities.
Katie loves to read—in fact she says she’s a book
nerd. Chris heads for the gym for some peaceful moments of exercise. And Eamon? He entertains his
parents with all the pretend stories he likes to tell.
--Claire Miller
Well, not gigantic, but a little extra money for Calvary is always welcome. If you shop at Giant, consider
buying a $50 Giant gift card from Susan Fletcher.
Then, every time you use the card at Giant, Calvary
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(But it’s not here yet!)
I love Christmas. I love the season’s music, traditions, holiday decorations, Christmas Eve services,
gift giving, and special meals with family and
friends. I especially love the story of Jesus’ birth
when “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.”
You’ve surely seen the Christmas decorations and
heard the holiday music already at department
stores, supermarkets, and even gas stations. Some
may be surprised to learn that I am not entirely
offended by this and am of the opinion that the
Christmas spirit can be enjoyed all year long. I love
the Air Force Band’s “Christmas in July” (or is it August?) concert on the National Mall. On the rare Sunday whose date lands on August 15th (the Feast Day
of the Virgin Mary), I enjoy programming some music from Advent/Christmastide to remind us of the
miracle of Jesus’ birth, even in the heat of summer.

Watts’ great hymn, “Joy to the World,” was originally
conceived as an Advent hymn.
So have no fear, our Sunday worship will be filled
with the Advent/Christmas spirit as we use the season to announce that “Soon and Very Soon, We are
Going to See the King!” We’ll start the season off by
moving to a new order of service, which will also
reflect the change of season. You may even hear
some favorite holiday melodies built in.
Wishing you “peace in our waiting” during this Advent season,

Brian Priebe
Minister of Music

In the Christian Calendar, the Christmas season begins on December 25th and continues to Epiphany on
January 6th. Before that comes the season of
preparation for Christmas called Advent, “The
Coming.” For centuries, Christians have used the
season of Advent to “Prepare the Royal Highway,” to
“Comfort, Comfort Now God’s People,” to “Light One
Candle to Watch for Messiah,” and to “Hark the Glad
Sound” as we pray “Savior of the Nations, Come.”
The expectation, longing, and hopefulness of the
Advent season sets the stage for the joyous celebration of Christmas. Advent is included with Christmas
in the same way that Lent is included with Easter,
but ideally, Advent is as different from Christmas as
Lent is from Easter.
So how can we observe Advent without feeling
somehow cheated by the lack of our favorite Christmas hymns? Well, many songs we associate with
Christmas are actually Advent hymns. ”O Come, O
Come Emmanuel,” “Lo, How a Rose is Blooming,” the
five hymns mentioned above, and many others fit
well into an authentic Advent worship. Even Isaac
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Santa on Saturday, December 6th. We will ask the
parents and kids to help fill the bags. We have water
bottles and reusable bags, both with Calvary’s logo
on them, and Thrivent Financial is helping us buy
toiletries, warm hats, scarves, and gloves to put in
the bags. It is a great way to teach your kids about
participating in helping the less fortunate.
–-Becky Johnson

Calvary’s Breakfast with Santa is scheduled for Saturday, December 9th, from 8:30-11:30am in our fellowship hall. Santa usually arrives on a fire truck at
9:00 (if the truck isn’t out on a call). The cost is $4.00
per person. The menu includes pancakes, eggs, fried
potatoes, bacon, sausage, and fruit. (The food is
great!)
We’ll have Christmas music, and parents can take
photos of their kids with Santa. There will be gifts for
the kids, funded by Thrivent Financial. The kids will
also be invited to make some faith-based crafts, and
they will get to help the homeless in our area (see
below).
If you don’t have little kids to keep an eye on, you
can enjoy the party as a volunteer—there’s still time
to sign up or contact Becky Johnson. So please join
us, and bring your neighbors—it is always a lot of
fun for everyone.

Calvary is planning to put together 50 Bags of Love
for the homeless at the Breakfast with
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The Calvary Book Club meets monthly (usually the
first Sunday of the month) in the parents’ room after
the worship service. Works of fiction, non-fiction,
and religion are discussed throughout the year.
Some of the more intriguing books read this year included:
The Devil in the White City by Erik Larson
Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus by Nabeel Qureshi
The Nightingale by Kristen Hannah
Classics and favorite authors were also included.
•
•
•

At our meeting on December 3rd, we will make book
selections for 2018 as well as discuss books with a
Christmas theme. All are welcome to join in the discussions, whether you can come regularly or just
once in a while. Look for announcements of the
books being discussed in the weekly Traffic Report.
--Robyn Frank

Becky Johnson has graciously volunteered as a Faith
Community Nurse (FNC) at Calvary. Faith Community Nursing is a movement among registered nurses
in America who focus on enhancing the health of the
mind, body, and spirit in a congregation. Becky will
be taking blood pressures before and after church
one Sunday a month, and she plans to set up health
education functions. She welcomes suggestions for
topics or functions that our members would like to
see happen.
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Calvary’s third Holy
Hike was held at Lake
Needwood park on
November 18th. After
the group had hiked
halfway around the
lake, Pastor Mike set
up a portable table
and served communion to Carly Johnson
and the other hikers.

Our Roadmap to 2020 (Worship, Care, Share) Program is Calvary’s action plan to engage our congregation, serve our community, and shape our future.
Our overall goal is to involve every member of Calvary in at least one of the three initiatives. Here’s a little news from our three leaders—please let them
know if you’d like to join their efforts.

1. Worship (Growing as Disciples
and Members)
After worship on Sunday, November 19th, the
“Worship Committee” of prior years met, along with
other members who play a role in Calvary’s worship
service. This included those of us who greet members and guests, our elders, and of course Pastor
Middaugh and our music minister, Brian Priebe. We
discussed the upcoming Advent and Christmas services in a short but productive session, sharing observations and plans. This group expects to meet
two times a year or oftener to ensure communication among the many people who contribute to Calvary’s worship services.
.
--Nancy Dydak

First, we were able to expand our KidsChurch offerings to include separate classes for the younger and
older children in our congregation. This expansion
allowed us to incorporate a new curriculum within
each class. Many thanks to our education team for
shepherding us through this process over the last
year: Ann Allen, Lori Schwartz, Courtney Fletcher,
and Sherrell Goolsby.

Second, after a trial run over the summer months, it
was decided to make daycare a permanent fixture at
Calvary every Sunday morning. This program has
been positively received and has provided many of
our parents with more time to engage in the worship
service, and less time chasing their toddlers. Another
benefit of the daycare program has been the utilization of the parents' room for those with newborns.
Because the toddlers have the additional space to
play in the designated daycare classrooms, the parents' room has become a much quieter place, conducive to nursing mothers and napping babies. Thanks
to everyone for your support.
Moving forward into the next year, the CARE initiative will work to include our children more regularly
in the worship service. To help with this goal, we will
create a mentoring program for our children to
guide them through the various roles and responsibilities available to them (greeters, acolytes, etc.).
Lastly, we will focus on exploring possible opportunities and partnership programs to engage young
adult singles and couples who do not have kids. We
look forward to continuing to serve the needs of all
of our members. If anyone is interested in working
with the CARE group to help push these programs
forward, please let me know.
--Dustin White

2. Care (Living our Faith in Community)

The CARE initiative has been actively working to create more programming and resources for both children and families at Calvary. In 2017, several major
developments took place.
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