Cross ways
January / February 2018

A Bi-Monthly Publication of Calvary Lutheran Church in Silver Spring

Calvary Lutheran Church
9545 Georgia Ave.
12
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Email: calvary@celcs.org
Phone:301-589-4001
Committed to Christ and Community
Fax: 301-589-4012

Pastor: Reverend Michael Middaugh
Music Minister: Brian Priebe
Church Administrator: Beverly Harmon
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Everything that happens at Calvary is done by volunteers. Aside from a small handful of paid staff,
everything having to do with the life of the church
and the ministries you see are volunteer led and volunteer accomplished. That means there is an incredible legacy of volunteers in this church’s past who
have given much to carry the church along to what it
has become today.
If you are a member or regular visitor at Calvary you
are invited to become a part of this legacy as well.
From meeting and greeting on Sunday morning to
helping out with mission activities your help is
needed and it is one way you can care for your
church and others who are here. Please contact the
church office or any of our volunteer coordinators to
find out how to get involved.

Upcoming Events

•
•
•
•
•

Sunday morning bulletin and Traffic Report
(All services recorded, CDs available in Narthex)
Our Bi-Monthly Crossways Newsletter
Our Facebook Page: Calvary Silver Spring
Our Website: calvarysilverspring.org
Member mailboxes in the Narthex
(To request a mailbox contact the church office)

Income by source:
Member Giving (Envelopes/Electronic) $ 133,065
Giving (Collection plate)
$ 3,495

Feb. 4 Town-Hall Meeting, after worship
Feb 11 Special Voters Assembly after Worsihp
(designating $ goal for Capital Campaign)

Total Member Giving

Feb 21-Mar 21 Lenten Midweek Worship, 7:30pm
Dec 28—Jan 1 Church Office Closed
Feb 17 Men’s Group Meeting
Feb 20 Mary Circle Meeting
March 24 Holy Hike Outing

March 29 Maundy Thursday; Worship at 7:30pm
March 30 Good Friday; Worship at 7:30pm
April 1 Easter Sunday; Worship at 6:30am and
10:00am
April 15 Capital Campaign Commitment Sunday

Total Income all sources

As Percentage of Annual Budget:

Without the cross, there could be no resurrection. Without Good
Friday, there is no Easter.
While Easter morning is one of the most joyous and beautiful worship services of the year, it can only be fully experienced by first
walking through a Lenten Journey. Lent is about preparation and
learning, self-examination and repentance. As we see the journey
of Christ from town to town, city to city, to Jerusalem and finally
the Cross, we see that his entire earthly mission was about this
journey, his being made known to his followers, and then showing
them what he must do.

Total Expenses

As Percentage of Annual Budget

We all have a role to play in serving one another,
providing welcoming and well-organized services,
and in building up the fellowship of the whole body
of believers. How are you being called to serve?
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Every year during the season of Lent we are invited to go on this
journey as well. We listen, learning from Christ’s words. We look,
seeing the great sacrifice Christ made for us, and know our sin
must also be great. We walk, alongside one another as we live our
lives of faith and give encouragement along the way.
This is your invitation to commit to the season of Lent. Easter will
come in a few short weeks, and we will celebrate. But that celebration will be made fuller and more profound if you first make the
Lenten Journey.
--Pastor Mike
Ash Wednesday—Feb. 14th; Worship at 7:30pm
Disposition of Ashes

Lenten Midweek Services—Feb. 21—Mar. 21; 7:30pm in Chapel
Sermon Topic: The Easter Vigil in Five Parts
Holy Week—Mar. 25—31
Palm Sunday: March 25th, Worship at 10:00am
Maundy Thursday: March 29th, Worship at 7:30pm
Good Friday: March 30th, Worship at 7:30pm
Easter Sunday—April 1; Worship at 6:30am and 10:00am
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$ 218,539
49%
$ 224,166
49%

We are currently very close to being “on budget”
for the year. However, we will need strong member giving through the second half of FY2018
(next 6 months) to stay on track.

Lenten Sunday Services—Feb. 18-Mar. 25th;
Sermon Topic: Giving Up (that which keeps us from God)

Thank you to Miles, Rory and all of our younger
members who help serve and participate in the
ministry of the church. The worship life of a
congregation is not something relegated to the pastor. Truly, worship is the work of the people.

$ 136,560

Auburn School
$ 78,866
Other income (groups, recitals, concerts) $ 3,113

Feb 14 Ash Wednesday; Worship at 7:30pm

March 25 Palm Sunday
To best keep up with all the events and activities
happening at Calvary check out the following
resources:

Financial Report for the first 6 months
of Fiscal 2018 (July-December 2017)
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--Carl Johnson

A great place to be at 9:00am on Sunday mornings is
in the fellowship hall with Calvary’s Bible class. The
classes led by Pastors Middaugh and Pearcy always
give us something to think about. They are based on
Bible texts, but the discussion turns to the modernday struggles we all have to cope with. It’s a chance
to explore ideas surrounded by other Christians.

We are rolling along in Kids Church and learning really exciting things every week. Here are a few examples of what the kids will be learning about in the
coming weeks. For the lesson on disciples, the kids
will learn about how Jesus called the 12 to be his disciples and how we are also called to be his disciples.
And we can invite people to follow Jesus, too!

Think about attending—you can be part of an interesting religious discussion group without having to
drive to church an extra time.

The lessons are always a little different from each
other, depending upon the kids’ ages. For our lesson
on the Lord’s the youngest kids will learn how prayer is a way to talk to God and that Jesus taught the
disciples a special prayer. The 1st and 2nd graders
take it a step further as they delve into the meaning
of the Lord’s Prayer, for instance what does
“hallowed be thy name mean?” The older kids will
talk about why Jesus taught the Lord’s Prayer and
discuss how there are many different ways to pray.
The very oldest kids will learn about how prayer and
specifically the Lord’s Prayer can help us forge a
deeper connection with God. It’s been really fun to
study these important lessons with our kids and
watch as they enjoy learning something new about
God.

If you have young kids, they can be cared for in the
daycare classroom while you have a peaceful exchange of views with other members. In the photo
below, Jude is having a great time playing Peek and
Giggle in daycare; meanwhile, his mom is able to
concentrate on the Bible lesson in the Fellowship
Hall without the distraction of having to keep him
entertained.

In the coming weeks we will learn about Jesus calming the storm, the woman at the well and Jesus healing the blind, among many other Bible stories.

Since I am a member of the choir, my only regret is
that just when the topic is at its most interesting, I
usually have to leave to go to practice. It’s always
hard to walk out!
--Claire Miller

Every week your child will come home with a family
page divided into “read it, talk about it and live it.” It
is filled with ideas and activities for families to do
together and is designed to deepen the experience of
the lesson. As always if you have any thoughts or
questions about our Kids’ Church program please
contact Lori Schwartz or speak to one of our
dedicated teachers.
Finally, Sunday, April 29 is our next Family and
Youth Sunday so mark your calendars and plan to
attend.
--Lori Schwartz
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“Can you tell me where to find the tape measures?”
“Sure. Come with me, I’ll show you.”
In many stores, employees are instructed to walk
with customers to help them find what they are looking for rather than simply giving verbal directions.
Sometimes I feel bad for interrupting someone’s
work in order for them to lead me to something that
was probably clearly marked, but I have also found
that I often learn something new about whatever it
was I was looking for.
“Have you tried one of these new self-locking tape
measures? They are great.”
It feels different to walk with someone else and explore a problem rather than to just be given the answer: “Aisle six.” Walking with someone and engaging, even if just for a minute, can lead to pleasant surprises and a short but good conversation.
I think this is part of what Jesus had in mind when he
gave the invitation to his future disciples, “Come and
you will see.” Nowhere do we see this principle more
clearly at work than in John’s recording of the call of
Nathanael in chapter one of his gospel. Phillip comes
to Nathanael and says, “We have found him of whom
Moses and the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth.” To
which Nathanael responds insultingly, “Can anything
good come from Nazareth?”

This concept has power in other ways as well. One of
the things I am most thankful for as pastor at Calvary
is that I have the opportunity to worship alongside a
diverse group of people. We are racially diverse, generationally diverse, and native-land diverse. I firmly
believe that the varied ways we look at the world and
our faith make each of us stronger as we learn from
one another. When we worship together, or engage in
fellowship and service opportunities, we are also saying “Come and see, me, as a person.” That is what it
means to live in community.
This idea of come and see has the potential to break
down many barriers in our civil discourse and community life. Very often, when we take the time to get
to know someone and understand their background,
we come away with a different view of who they are
and a much greater appreciation for their way of seeing the world.
And finally, here is one more opportunity to say
“Come and see.” This was the phrase used by the first
disciples to invite others to enter the presence of the
Christ, and is still a phrase we should make use of today. When dealing with questions of faith and church,
we may not have all the answers to people’s questions. We may not feel we can clearly explain all of the
minutia of Christian doctrine or practice. But we can
all say to neighbors, friends, co-workers, or family
members “Sure, come with me--come and see.”

Phillip meets Nathanael’s suspicions with an invitation, “Come and see.” It is a way of saying, “Come,
let’s explore this together.” Or, “See for yourself-- I’ll
go with you.”
Jesus says the same to us: “Come and see.” When he
does, he is inviting us to bring our questions, to share
our burdens, to explore what it really means to know
that he is the savior we desperately need. It is an invitation not just to a set of practices, traditions, or
beliefs, but to a relationship to be experienced.
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His,

Pastor Mike Middaugh

Dear Members and Friends in Christ,
Do you remember when the cedar roof was more
notable for its shabbiness than its drama? Do you
remember when the sanctuary was notable for its
dim lighting? Do you remember when mobility in
the sanctuary for those with disabilities was an afterthought? No longer! Thanks to the perseverance
of some, we are enjoying the results of their work.
We are awaiting the final invoice from the contractor
to complete this chapter in Calvary’s history. Once
again, we give glory to God for these many gifts.
Now we are challenged to consider additional facility
issues. We still have disability access issues. We still
have infrastructure challenges, such as an elderly
boiler and leaky windows. We have opportunities to
make our facility more attractive and welcoming to
visitors (who may be new members in disguise).
To that end, at the January 28 Voters Assembly
meeting we were presented with a list of opportunities and costs for facilities maintenance and improvement. At this writing, we are about to launch
our Capital Campaign to fund these opportunities.
So once again all of us are challenged to consider our
participation in an historical Calvary event. Each of
us is necessary to not just keep Calvary’s doors open,
but to make it the place where “…a community of
believers…[work] to transform lives by sharing the
love of God and the promise of Christ’s saving grace.”

ance of some critical people, this project will help
preserve our buildings for a long time.

For Thrivent members, there is a way to get more
money for Calvary, at no cost to you.

Additional challenges include our commitment to
the Roadmap to 2020. These activities continue, albeit at a less visible level than trenches in the yard.
Lastly, the former Church Council, now Board of Directors, will begin to struggle with the implementation of our finally approved Constitution and ByLaws.

You can easily transfer money from your Thrivent
Choice Fund to Calvary’s Building Fund. Just call 800
-847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” when prompted. You will be asked your birth date, and then a
helpful person will tell you if you have any money to
transfer. If you do, you can ask that your donation be
sent to Calvary, and it will end up in our Building
Fund. You can also do this online at thrivent.com.

A sage person once noted, we don’t have problems,
we have opportunities. And with the help of the
Holy Spirit, we all will be part of turning those opportunities into accomplishments.

Thanks to all of you who transferred your Thrivent
Choice dollars to Calvary in previous years. Carl
Johnson reports that our Building Fund received
more than $10,000 since the program began. Now is
the time to check on your 2017 funds if you haven’t
done so recently—anything left in your account will
go to zero on March 31, so please don’t miss this opportunity!

Yours in Christ,

Daniel Michels,
Calvary President
Psalm 86:12

The Capital Campaign needs each of us to participate
in the conduct of the Campaign and to help achieve
its goal. Please consider your part in this calling.

That’s a question worth asking every time we make
plans for a charitable event at Calvary. Thrivent
would like to give us a $250 VISA card so we can do
more for our charities, but we have to apply for it.
Recently, Thrivent Action cards were used by the
Men of Calvary to buy extra supplies for Habitat for
Humanity, Becky Johnson purchased warm clothing
for the Bags of Love that were donated to a homeless
men’s shelter, Lori Schwartz bought food for the
Breakfast with Santa, and the Women of Calvary
added an extra $250-worth of toys to A Wider Circle’s North Pole Project.

Meanwhile, the challenges for Calvary continue. A
significant water abatement project is underway,
originally stimulated by the need to resurface the
playground. This is yet another facilities issue which
could not be ignored. Water accumulated near or
next to our structures serves to inflict cosmetic and
structural damage. Again, thanks to the persever-
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(the application has to be submitted at least three
weeks in advance), but the charities we support are
always so grateful for our extra donations. Please
give me a call if you need help with applying for a
card or if you want to find a Thrivent member willing to apply for one for your projects (301-7746646).
–Claire Miller

Calvary’s Breakfast with Santa is so successful year
after year because of all the volunteers coordinated
by Becky and Carl Johnson. The appearance of Santa, the crafts, the music, and the take-home bags
make it an exciting time for the kids. But it wouldn’t
be complete without the breakfast, and for at least
four years, two sisters, Deirdre Williams and Stacey
Holliday, have contributed their management skills
to running the kitchen like clockwork. (They are the
daughters of Andrea and Joe Holliday and graduates
of Calvary Lutheran School.) Deirdre, a restaurant
management specialist, knows how much to buy of
everything in to order to make breakfast for 100
people, and both of them work hard the night before
and early in the morning preparing a large variety of
delicious food. It’s very reassuring to the other kitchen volunteers to follow their directions. So, a special
thank-you to Deirdre and Stacey!

It’s a new year, and
every Thrivent member is eligible to receive
two $250 Thrivent Action Team cards for
charity projects during
2018. It does take some
effort and planning
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--Claire Miller

Christine and Mark Weilnau moved to Maryland
from Memphis when she was offered a job she
thought would be fun and interesting. She works at
the Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority. They lived first in Germantown and
attended Messiah Lutheran Church. Since the
commute to Christine’s job was too far and taking
too much time, they moved to Silver Spring. When
they visited Calvary, they were impressed by the
welcoming congregation and the number of small
children. To Calvary’s benefit, they chose to stay at
Calvary.

they moved to Memphis, TN where they both
worked at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.
Their families remain in Savannah and Atlanta.

Calendars can be fun and confusing, especially when
trying to figure out (without checking the internet)
the date of Easter each year.

An interesting note: Mark has written a book, The
Long Embrace, which is now out of print. However, it
is available from Amazon in the Kindle edition, and
he knows the location of some other copies for interested readers.
--Karen Michels

Easter always falls on the first Sunday after the first
full moon occurring on or after the Spring Equinox.
Using this formula, it appears that Easter actually
falls on April Fool’s Day this year! This rare event is
made even more unusual when we look back 6
weeks and 4 days to Ash Wednesday and discover
that it falls on Valentine’s Day (February 14th). This
confluence of events hasn’t happened since 1945.
1956 came close, but it was a leap year. It will happen again in 2029, but then never again this century!

The WOC hosted their annual Christmas Dinner
on December 12th. We enjoyed a nice evening of fellowship and a devotional program on focusing on
the spirit of Christmas. We collected toys to support
the North Pole Project at A Wider Circle with the
help of Thrivent. The volunteer coordinator from A
Wider Circle, Ellen Barr, gave a short talk on the origins of the North Pole project and encouraged the
women to think about ways of supporting and volunteering at A Wider Circle throughout the year.
We look forward to another year of fellowship and
Bible study together. Our next quarterly meeting will
be Saturday, March 3rd. Be on the lookout for information on our program.
Mark was raised in Savannah. Christine grew up in a
military family so moved a lot as she was growing
but ended up in Atlanta. She attended the University
of Georgia, eventually earning her PhD in Infectious
Diseases. Mark started college at Concordia College
in Bronxville, NY. He transferred to Concordia University in Irvine, CA., earning his degree in Theology
and Biblical Languages, then went to the St. Louis
Seminary in St. Louis, MO. During that time he was a
vicar in two churches. Now, with their darling young
daughter Gabriella, they are choosing that he be the
stay-at-home-dad.

--Kate Tomes

Why not take advantage of this special coincidence
to join our music team for the season of Lent and
Easter? We would be thrilled to have your voice in
the choir, even if only for our special services on
Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and
Easter Sunday. It may be your last chance this
century!
Don’t be a fool. Share your love. Sing in the Choir!

Brian Priebe
Minister of Music

This special conjunction of love and foolishness
seems appropriate when we consider how God
poured out his love through Christ’s sacrifice on the
cross, (which we contemplate especially during
Lent). And what an exquisite April Fool’s joke was
played on the devil when God raised Jesus from the
dead!
1 Corinthians 1:18 “For the message of the cross is
foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us
who are being saved it is the power of God.”
Psalm 14:1 The fool says in his heart, “There is no
God”.

Christine and Mark met when they were both in the
wedding of mutual friends. After their own marriage
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Opens the church and unlocks the doors
Moves the Welcome signs to the outside
Checks the cards on the back of the pews
Straightens the hymnals
Checks the temperature on the AC and the heater
Prepares the day’s bulletins
Prepares the post-service goodies
Turns off unneeded lights
Brings in the signs
Makes sure doors are locked after services
Magic does not do this. Perhaps you could be one of
these people. Volunteers always needed. Talk to Pastor Mike or Barbara Boehne.

The Calvary Book Club is open to any interested
adults. Generally it meets after church on the first
Sunday, but the schedule below reflects some variation. Snacks are provided to tide the readers over
until they go home for lunch.
The books are selected by the readers. Here are the
selections for the next several months:
March 4 Behold the Dreamers by Imbolo Mbue,
2016. Discussion leader – Vita Sims
April 8 Option B: facing adversity, building resilience, and finding joy by Sheryl Sandberg, 2017. Discussion leader – Lori Schwartz
May 6 The End of the Road by Tom Bodett, 1989.
Discussion leader – Erik Delfino
June 3 Animals in Translation; Using the mysteries
of autism to decode animal behavior by Temple
Grandin, 2006. Discussion leader – Margy Holly

Our Roadmap to 2020 (Worship, Care, Share) Program is Calvary’s action plan to engage our congregation, serve our community, and shape our future.
Our overall goal is to involve every member of Calvary in at least one of the three initiatives. All three
were discussed in the December Newsletter. Share is
discussed more fully here.
3. Share (Reaching Out with God’s Love)
In addition to the Calvary art show we’ve got
planned for later this year, we’re also planning an
exercise program for Calvary members. The details
have yet to be worked out, but we’re thinking of seniors (and others!) maintaining their strength, balance, coordination, and flexibility to improve an
overall sense of well-being. Stay tuned for updates!
If you have questions about the art show contact
ErikDelfino ecd0077@gmail.com or Vita Sims Vita@vitadesigns.com Updates about both events will
be in the Sunday bulletin and on the website
(calvarysilverspring.org).
--Erik Delfino

July 1 A Man Called Ove by Fredrick Backman, 2012.
Discussion leader – Robyn Frank
--Robyn Frank

If you are wondering why you see two or three people standing in front of the church after the service,
we are the Elders of the Church (Susan Fletcher Head Elder, Pele Kimimino and Erik Delfino). We are
there to pray with you or for you or just to talk. Everyone is welcome to come up.
--Susan Fletcher
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Shepherds’ Ministry
The shepherds are excited about the ministry that is
based on an old, and familiar concept: The Good
Shepherd. As the Good Shepherd, Jesus calls for his
disciples (That is us!) to feed his sheep (John 21:17).
The ministry focuses on caring about and praying for
our members and guests.
What is Shepherding?
Shepherding is a way of expressing care for each
other in the Body of Christ. Shepherds work with
clear expectations and a covenant to serve. In John
10:14-15, Jesus says, “I am the good shepherd; I
know my own sheep, and they know me, just as my
Father knows me and I know the Father. So I sacrifice my life for the sheep.” Jesus is the shepherd and
we are the sheep of his pasture; he has sacrificed his
life so that through our faith in him, our sins are forgiven and we have an eternal home with God. The
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shepherd is a prominent metaphor for leadership in
the Bible. It is mentioned frequently, including some
of the most famous passages of Scripture. Psalm 23
details the way that God shepherds his people. Ezekiel 34 issues a warning about the "shepherds of Israel" who have not led or cared for God's people.
Jesus refers to himself as the Good Shepherd in John
10. After Jesus’ resurrection, he charged Peter to
"feed my sheep" in John 21.

What are the Benefits of the Shepherds’ Ministry?
The ministry help members, families, new members
and guests stay connected to our Church. The shepherds communicate and connect with others, which
deepens their assimilation with Jesus.
Who are the Shepherds?
The shepherds are members of the congregation
who are involved in care-giving and have spiritual
gifts of mercy, compassion and nurturing. They have
a certain number of members or families (“flock”)
they check on concerning illness, death, crisis or occasions to celebrate, and they pray for their flock
daily. New members and guests are assigned to a
flock which helps with their inclusion into the life of
the congregation.
Shepherds
Ann Allen
Barbara Boehne
Jeba Daniel
Sherrell Goolsby
Sandi Isler
Karen Michels
Dustin White
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Mary Sue Baugham
Joan Carlton
Nancy Dydak
Andrea Holiday
Becky Johnson
Claire Miller
Vita Sims
—Ann Allen

