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Everything that happens at Calvary is done by
volunteers. Aside from a small handful of paid staff,
everything having to do with the life of the church
and the ministries you see are volunteer led and
volunteer accomplished. That means there is an
incredible legacy of volunteers in this church’s past
who have given much to carry the church along to
what it has become today.
If you are a member or regular visitor at Calvary you
are invited to become a part of this legacy as well.
From meeting and greeting on Sunday morning to
helping out with mission activities your help is
needed and it is one way you can care for your
church and others who are here. Please contact the
church office or any of our volunteer coordinators to
find out how to get involved.

Upcoming Events
Mar. 25 Palm Sunday Worship
Mar. 29 Maundy Thursday Worship at 7:30pm
Mar. 30 Good Friday Worship at 7:30pm

Mar. 31 Men’s Group Meeting to prepare Easter
breakfast, 8:30am
April 1 Easter Sunrise Worship(outdoors) 6:30am
Easter breakfast served 7:30am—9:30am
Easter Festival Service 10:00am
April 15 Capital Campaign Commitment Sunday
Fellowship Meal following the service

To best keep up with all the events and activities
happening at Calvary check out the following
resources:
•
•
•
•
•

Sunday morning bulletin and Traffic Report
(All services recorded, CDs available in Narthex)
Our Bi-Monthly Crossways Newsletter
Our Facebook Page: Calvary Silver Spring
Our Website: calvarysilverspring.org
Member mailboxes in the Narthex
(To request a mailbox contact the church office)

April 17 Mary Circle Gathering 7:30pm
April 21 LWML Gathering at Calvary 9:30am
April 29 First-fruits Sunday for Capital Campaign
May 20 Voters Assembly following worship

This Easter season has been filled with resurrection
joy. On Easter Sunday, our kids showed up dressed
“to the nines” and were able to share in our beautiful
worship service followed by an Easter Egg Hunt on
the newly planted playing field. We celebrate our
KidsChurch program and children’s ministry and all
that our kids have been able to do from participating
in the All In Campaign, to finding ways to serve in
worship and lead with their own musical offerings
to the Lord.
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(KidsQuiz Answer Key on page 9)
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The gift given to the Christian church on the day of
Pentecost was a truly remarkable one—the very
Spirit of Christ to dwell in the lives of his people.
Paul says it like this in 1 Thessalonians 1:4-5:
For we know, brothers and sisters, loved by
God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our
gospel came to you not simply with words but also
with power, with the Holy Spirit and deep
conviction.
This means that we have the power of the Holy Spirit
with us every day, and that we are empowered by
God to live as his people.
But what is the purpose of this power? What are we
to do with it?
As we head into the summer season there will be
many great opportunities to put this power to work
in your everyday life. Spending time with neighbors,
friends, and family, we have many chances to care for
others, to be neighborly, and to be a kind and loving
presence. This may seem simple, but if we see every
interaction we have as one given to us by God to
engage at a level deeper than just small talk or
niceties, we might find opportunities to truly care
for, and about, one another.
Behind all of this is our Biblical view of this world
that helps us see we have received generosity and
love from God, and now his Spirit is with us that we
might be loving and generous as well. And,
sometimes we may even find chances to share the
source of our hope in this world, the ONE whose
Spirit we possess.
His,

Pastor Mike
Middaugh
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Data about the commitments can be found in other
Crossways reports. But now we can look forward to
making specific decisions on how to use the funds
that have been committed. The Board of Directors
has established an Allocation Committee to make
recommendations on how the funds should be
committed, considering all potential funding sources.
The Committee will also make recommendations on
specific projects, facility access for the disabled, for
example. These recommendations will ultimately be
placed before the Voters Assembly for final decisionmaking.
Courtney Fletcher has graciously accepted leadership
of the Allocation Committee, the membership of
which also is Osei Headley, Carly Johnson, Lori
Schwartz, and Dustin White. Steve Frank will provide
technical advice, and Pastor Middaugh and I are ex
officio members. Given the complexity of this next
step in Calvary’s history, I ask for your prayers for the
Committee over the coming weeks.
In the last Crossways, I wrote, “I look forward to us
having much to celebrate, both spiritually and
temporally.” That expectation is most certainly true.
Now let us continue to pray that the
Holy Spirit will guide all of our
decisions, such that Calvary will
fulfill this part of its Vision:
“Updating the current facility to
create improved space for fulfilling
this vision.”
Yours in Christ, Daniel L. Michels

Egg Hunt photos submitted by Jennine Thwaites. Thank you!!!
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In the last Crossways I wrote about our “All In” Capital
Campaign. Commitment Sunday is still a recent
memory. I cherish the memory of Calvary’s
membership walking up the center aisle and placing
their commitment cards on the altar. When the
numbers were tallied, it was obvious that Calvary
heard the challenge and responded. For those have
not made a commitment, we encourage you to further
consider doing so. It is certainly not too late.
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In 1998 Calvary was blessed by the hiring of Brian
Priebe as the new Music Director. Alice Maxfield had
been valiantly both playing the organ and piano and
leading the choir. It was too much for a single
person, so an additional person was found. Brian had
worked at Luther Place Memorial Church in DC, but
was ready to move to a new challenge.

Born the oldest of four children in Minneapolis,
Brian had the good fortune of attending Mt. Olive
Lutheran Church where the famous organist, Paul
Manz led the music.
When Brian was in 7th grade his family moved to
Salt Lake City, UT. His instrument as a student was
the baritone horn until he switched to trombone his
first year of college. He attended the University of
Utah for one year, where he was recruited to sing for
a year in a travelling Lutheran Youth Ministry group.
With them he visited California, Nevada, and New
Mexico, presenting Christian music and leading
retreats for youth groups. At the end of the year he
became an intern youth director at Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church in Sacramento, CA. Part of his job
was to establish a youth choir. After that year’s
commitment, he
entered Pacific
Lutheran University in
Takoma, WA. He was
there two years,
meeting Linda in that
time. She graduated
and left for Norway.
He returned to the
University of Utah to
finish his BA. (Ask him
about cleaning fish in
Alaska.)
After graduation, Brian
taught high school
band for a year, then
returned to the

4

University of Utah to earn his Master’s Degree in
Trombone Performance. He worked as an adjunct
instructor teaching Music Appreciation and Jazz
Choir at Westminster College. In that time period he
and Linda were married. She was working as a
paralegal then decided to go to law school. For his
last eight years in Utah, he played trombone with the
Utah Chamber Orchestra and Ballet West.
While Brian was in Salt Lake he and several others
formed the Salzburger Echo Band to play Bavarian,
Austrian, and Swiss music. Brian was first exposed to
the alphorn while in this band. With eleven
recordings and several European tours to their
credit, the band still gathers to play in various places
in the United States.
Eventually Brian and Linda moved to the DC area,
and Calvary hired him. He feels very strongly that
the Sunday music should reflect the three-year
Lectionary that gives us the readings for each
Sunday and other church festivals (Advent, Lent,
Ascension, etc.) It moves the worshippers through
the story of Salvation and unites them with the other
churches that are studying the same readings. Brian
carefully chooses hymns that enrich the day’s
readings, while trying to balance the hymn choices
to include both old favorites and new songs. Doing
so requires a lot of time and research.
Brian says that being choir director is a form of
ministry, his ministry. With music he helps the
congregation in its worship. The choir leads the
worship and facilitates the congregation in praise to
God. The choir’s anthem often reflects one of the
lessons for the day.
In addition to leading Calvary in music, as a freelance
trombonist Brian works with an unusual variety of
ensembles, ranging from traditional Dixieland bands,
swing orchestras, and rock bands, to symphony
orchestras, chamber ensembles and Bavarian bands.
While trombone is his first instrument, he also plays
alphorn, baritone, recorder, Irish penny whistle, and
various percussion instruments.
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Every three years, the Southeastern District (SED) of the
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS) meets in
convention to elect its officers and the members of its
Board of Directors. The SED encompasses LCMS
churches in South Carolina, North Carolina, Virginia,
Maryland, the District of Columbia, Delaware, and a small
part of Pennsylvania. Of the 2,000,000 baptized LCMS
members in the United States, 61,000 live in the SED. The
population living in the SED is about 32,000,000, about
10% of the U.S. population. The SED Convention also
makes committee appointments and approves
resolutions concerning issues within the SED and issues
it wishes to be considered at the LCMS Synod Convention
the year following the District Convention. This year, the
SEC Convention was held in Hickory, NC on May 10th 12th and Pastor Middaugh and Jerry Miller were Calvary’s
Pastor and Lay Delegates.

Show and Tell
A kindergarten teacher gave her class a
“show and tell” assignment of bringing
something to represent their religion.

Rev. Dr. John Denninger, the current SED President was
re-elected for his third three-year term as President (SED
Presidents are limited to three terms in office.) Rev.
William Beyer from the Southern Section of the SED was
elected First Vice President, Rev. William Harmon from
the Central Section of the SED was elected Second Vice
President, and Rev. Lloyd Gaines of the Northern Section
of the SED was elected Third Vice President.

The third child got up in front of his class
and said, “My name is Tommy and I am
Lutheran and this is a casserole.”

Here is something to celebrate! Nine new churches were
welcomed into membership in the SED, bring the total
number to 216. One of the new churches is Oromo
Resurrection Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kensington,
MD, located on University Blvd. in the building of the
former Resurrection Lutheran Church (ELCA). While
church membership and attendance is declining
nationally across most denominations, including the
LCMS, six of these nine new churches are predominantly
immigrant-oriented churches. It seems clear that the
future of the Christian Church in America will involve
ministry to, and alongside of, immigrant populations.
A continuing concern has been declining enrollments in
our two Seminaries (St. Louis and Fort Wayne), leading to
more pastoral vacancies in our churches and generally
longer periods before a vacancy is filled. Both seminaries
now have raised enough money to provide free tuition for
seminary students, which should allow some students to
attend who would not have been able to otherwise.

The first child got in front of the class and
said, “My name is Benjamin and I am
Jewish and this is the Star of David.”
The second child got in front of her class
and said, “My name is Mary, I am
Catholic and this is the Crucifix.”

Say What?
A pastor was speaking to a group of
second-graders about the resurrection of
Jesus when one student asked, "What did
Jesus say right after He came out of the
grave?"
The pastor explained that the Gospels do
not tell us what He said.
The hand of one little girl shot up. "I
know what He said: He said, 'Tah-dah!'"
— via Andy Fisher, Denville, NJ

KIDSQUIZ PUZZLE (pg 11) ANSWER KEY
The loudest bone is a trombone!
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On the evening of April 19 Steve Frank and I went to
an open house presentation by the Maryland
Department of Transportation entitled Managed
Lanes Study. The announcement sent out
beforehand states that “this study is the first element
of a broader Traffic Relief Plan which considers
improvement along the entire length of I-495, as
well as I-270.”
The first phase, shown that evening, extends along I495 from south of the American Legion Bridge to
east of the Woodrow Wilson Bridge and along I-270
from I-495 to I-370, including the east and west I270 spurs. It was merely an introduction. The next
presentation will be in July. Then the public
presentation will potentially include a review of
existing and future traffic, roadway, and
environmental conditions.
“Managed Lanes” is another name for toll roads. The
proposal includes finding private development
money—they would build, maintain, and collect the
tolls. The proposal would add four lanes to the
Beltway, I-270, and the I-270 spurs to make room
for the toll roads.

DIABETES SELF-MANAGEMENT WORKSHOP
will be offered at Calvary in the Fellowship Hall
Tuesdays July 10 through August 14, 2018
Time: 1:00PM-3:30PM
Pre-Registration Required Call (301)754-8800
Or register online at http://
www.holycrosshealth.org/classes-events
Anyone living with diabetes or pre-diabetes is
welcome to attend this FREE WORKSHOP. Family
members, friends and caregivers are also welcome.
This program is in collaboration with Holy Cross
Faith Community Nursing Department. Registration
is through Holy Cross Scheduling.
Fliers with more information are available at
Calvary.

Please contact Becky Johnson with any questions.
301-588-7952.

Steve and I will be happy to answer questions, but
until the July meeting, we do not have many facts to
share, except that Calvary church is vulnerable.
Personally I urge you to attend the July presentation.
--Karen Michels

While there are other charities we can contribute to,
Manna Food provides us with an ongoing
opportunity to help. A list of most needed foods is
posted on the hall bulletin board. Contributions can
be placed in the baskets at the back of the sanctuary.
Foods are delivered approximately every six weeks
and average 150 to 225 lbs. The special
Thanksgiving collection weighed 392 lbs. Help when
you can. Thanks!
-Barbar Boehne

In 2007 he took 2nd place in the International
Alphorn Festival in Nendaz, Switzerland, then placed
2nd in the duet category in 2010. He is on the faculty
of the North American Alphorn Workshop held each
summer in the Rocky Mountains of Utah. On festival
days in our church year he plays the Alphorn for
Calvary. What an interesting musical sound it makes!
While it will be difficult, we will be worshiping
without Brian’s leadership for 6 weeks this Summer.
He will be on Sabbatical! This coming January will
mark 20 years of dedicated service to Calvary. On
July 1st, Brian’s last Sunday before his time off, we
will celebrate him in a special worship service with
Fellowship Time to follow. Join us as we thank Brian
for sharing his many musical gifts with us.
--Karen Michels

After deciding to settle in Montgomery County
because of their jobs, Tim and Clare Lau found
Calvary and made it their place of worship.
Clare is a local girl, having grown up in Ellicott City.
Her parents still live there, so they are able to see
their grandson, Edmund, frequently. She attended
UMBC and the University of Maryland, College Park,
for her undergrad and graduate degrees. She is
cheerfully willing to talk about her special interest—
applied mathematics. She now works for APL as an
applied mathematician in computational optics.
Luckily her commute, while not easy, is not in the
heavy direction.
Tim was born in Hong Kong but moved to the Los
Angeles area when he was 12. His parents still live in
Hong Kong, but visit the new grandchild frequently.
After high school he attended Cornell for his
undergraduate degree then went to MIT for his
doctorate in materials science. Realizing that
engineering science was not his true interest, he
returned to his beloved California to pursue his law
degree at Stanford. He was an attorney for a little

while until a clerkship at the US Court of Appeals for
the Federal Circuit brought him to DC and Clare. He
still works for the federal courts at the Federal
Judicial Center.
While Tim was at Cornell, he attended a Lutheran
Church that was very close to where he lived. The
church offered a Sunday afternoon service. Tim
found that time convenient, especially when snow
was on the ground. He recounts how the heavy snow
did not stop the pastor from having the service, even
if only a few students showed up. Tim is still
impressed with the dedication and determination of
the man.
Clare has done some volunteer work, including being
involved in child care for Celebrate Recovery
meetings. She taught math for 5th to 8th graders for a
year, truly enjoyed working with children, but
decided that she was going to try other things.
Both Tim and Clare suggest that the new playground
grass presents a good place for church picnics. For
obvious reasons, Tim likes the idea of a second,
afternoon service on Sunday. And both of them have
an interest in Taize, for the music and the idea of
contemplative worship. Brian Priebe occasionally
includes Taize music in Calvary’s worship.
--Karen Michels

Pr. Kemper with new Beltway in background, 1961
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Our Kids Church program has had a great year so far.
We had a great turn out for our youth and family
service on April 29. A huge thank you to Anne
Huson for teaching the kids sign language- it was
really fun to see them learn something new. Our
next youth and family service is July 29. I know it’s
summer and it’s vacation time but mark your
calendars and plan to be there if you can.
Speaking of
summer, we
continue to
have our Kids
Church
classes
throughout
the summer.
We will
combine
classes so that we can give our teachers, some of
whom teach two Sundays a month, a little time off to
rest and recharge and enjoy the regular church
service. If you have been thinking about how you
might help with our kids, now is a great time to join
our team. We have a really well developed
curriculum that is on-line so it’s easy to prepare.
We’d love to have a few new folks as teachers and
summer is a great time to try it out. If you want
more information, I’d be happy to talk to you. Stop
me at church or shoot me an email
(Lori.LS@gmail.com.)
Finally, we are really looking forward to our visit to
A Wider Circle after church on Sunday, June 3. We
will eat lunch as a group at Calvary and then head
over to A Wider Circle from 12:30 to 2:00 pm. An
email with more details will be coming to parents
soon.
Thanks for your continued support of our kids at
Calvary!
--Lori Schwartz
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Stimulating discussions and fellowship are at the
heart of the Book Club meetings. Each month
(usually on the first Sunday after the Worship
service) the group meets to discuss works of both
fiction and non-fiction. Refreshments are served in
the Parents Room. All are welcome for any or all of
the discussions.
Upcoming books and dates are as follows:
June 3 Animals in Translation. Using the mysteries
of autism to decode animal behavior by Temple
Grandin, 2006. The author provides insights into the
thought processes and perceptions of animals and
points out the similarities between how autistic
people and animals view the world. Discussion
leader – Margy Holly.
July 1 A Man Called Ove by Fredrick Backman, 2012.
“You will laugh, you will cry, as his heartbreaking
story unfolds through the diverse cast of characters
that enter his life, all uninvited. You will never look
at the grumpy people who come into your life in
quite the same way. A very memorable read." (San
Diego Union Tribune, Best Books of 2015). Discussion
leader – Robyn Frank.
August 5 News of the World by Paulette Jiles, 2016.
In the wake of the Civil War, Captain Jefferson Kyle
Kidd travels through northern Texas, giving live
readings from newspapers to paying audiences
hungry for news of the world. Described by one
reader as heartwarming, funny, touching,
interesting, and suspenseful. Discussion Leader –
Nancy Dydak.
September 16 Still Life with Bread Crumbs by Anna
Quindlen, 2014. Moving to a small country cabin, a
former world-famous photographer bonds with a
local man and begins to see the world around her in
new, deeper dimensions while evaluating second
chances at love, career, and self-understanding.
Discussion Leader – Barbara Boehne.
--Robyn Frank
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in leadership roles:

For the past three months, Calvary members have
been actively engaged in a major capital campaign for
the purpose of making major improvements in our
building. The goal for the campaign was set at
$750,000. Assisted by John Hewett, a professional
consultant in assisting churches in major stewardship
drives, we were provided a method, deadlines, and
resources to carry out this huge endeavor. Without
his help, we would not have been able to work
through this process in this short time frame.
As of April 30, over $491,510 in pledges and precampaign gifts has been committed to this effort. On
First Fruits Sunday, April 29, $46,905 was received
toward pledge payments and an additional $10,229
had already been given toward pledges. The children
collected nearly $100. When including the gifts
($105,000) made prior to Commitment Sunday, April
15, we have already collected $162,134 or 33%
toward our total. It is possible for members to
increase their pledge and/or to make an additional
gift. Families or giving units have up to three years to
fulfill their pledge.
One of the biggest stories of this campaign is that we
had 59 of 76 or 78% of our giving units contributing
funds toward this effort. This is a remarkable
number! In addition, three of our non-voting
members under the age of 18 made a bold promise
and pledged to contribute. Clearly our members were
“All In.” This response shows that we took this
campaign seriously and wanted to make our building
more accessible, welcoming, and efficient.
Congratulations to all the many volunteers who
played an active role in our campaign for a job well
done. Especially we want to thank those who served
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Coordinator: Claire Miller
Leader Cultivation Directors: Jerry Miller and Pele
Kimimino
Vision Awareness Directors: Mark Weilnau and
Lori Schwartz
Spiritual Life Directors: Melanie Thwaites and Sam
Collins
Alumni & Friends Directors: Bruce Hoener and
Sherrell Goolsby
Children & Youth Directors: Ann Allen and Miles
Fletcher-Smith
Communications Directors: Carly Johnson and
Dustin White
Mailing Directors: Barbara Boehne and Becky
Johnson
Hospitality Directors: Susan Fletcher and Bryan
Isler
Commitment Directors: Nancy Dydak and Vita Sims
Follow Through Directors: Carl Johnson and Carl
Jenkins
It has been an
honor for
Courtney
Fletcher and
me to serve
as CoDirectors of
Calvary’s All
In Campaign.
On behalf of
the Campaign
leadership,
we want to thank you for your commitment to
Calvary’s future. Your generosity in this effort allows
us to move forward towards fulfilling our mission to
our community. God be praised!
Robyn Frank, Co-Director of the All In Campaign
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