Calvary KidsNews

ART SHOW IS COMING IN APRIL

Kids’ ITTY-BITTY Quiz

Calvary’s kids are invited to
enter their best work of art
in the Art Show. April 24 is
the first day of the show, so
now is your chance to
create something special.
There will be paintings,
drawings, photos, and even
poetry displayed on the
walls. Will your special art
be among them for everyone to enjoy?
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A DECEMBER TO REMEMBER !

Breakfast with Santa

About 150 people came to Calvary on December 8 to watch
Santa
arrive on a fire truck. They all had a delicious breakfast, and
Cayden and Matthew had fun talking to
the
kids
talked to Santa, made some crafts, and filled bags with
Santa, while Logan was amazed by everywarm
clothing
and other things for needy people.
thing: Hank’s music, the tree, and the man
with the red suit.

The
Christmas
Program

Getting
Ready

On the first three
Sundays in Dec.,
we practiced
some Christmas songs after church. Then on the Sunday
before Christmas, we sang the songs in church. We were
dressed up like Mary and Joseph, the angels, shepherds,
animals, and Wise Men. While Ms. Lori told the Christmas
story, we acted it out. There was even a star for the Wise
Men to follow,

Calvary’s kids
decorated the
church for
Christmas. Miles
climbed a ladder to put the
star on top of
the tree, and
the rest of the
kids filled the
tree with pretty
ornaments.
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Thank You For The Help!
Everything that happens at Calvary is done by
volunteers. Aside from a small handful of paid staff,
everything having to do with the life of the church
and the ministries you see are volunteer led and
volunteer accomplished. That means there is an
incredible legacy of volunteers in this church’s past
who have given much to carry the church along to
what it has become today.
If you are a member or regular visitor at Calvary you
are invited to become a part of this legacy as well.
From meeting and greeting on Sunday morning to
helping out with mission activities your help is
needed and it is one way you can care for your
church and others who are here. Please contact the
church office or any of our volunteer coordinators to
find out how to get involved.

To best keep up with all the events and activities
happening at Calvary check out the following
resources:
Sunday morning bulletin and Traffic Report
(All services recorded, CDs available in Narthex)

•

•

Our Bi-Monthly Crossways Newsletter

•

Our Facebook Page: Calvary Silver Spring
Our Website: calvarysilverspring.org

•

Upcoming Events
Dec 2 First Sunday of Advent; All invited to help
decorate the sanctuary following worship
Dec 2, 9, 16 Kids invited to stay after worship to
rehearse the children’s Christmas program which
will take place on Dec. 23 in worship.
Dec 5, 12, 19 Advent Midweek Services with
Fellowship; 7:00pm refreshments, 7:30pm service
in the Calvary Chapel
Dec 7 All invited to help prepare the Fellowship
Hall for Breakfast with Santa
Dec 8 Breakfast with Santa, 8:30-11am; Last call
for pancakes at 10:30, price: $4 per person

So many people helped make the Christmas
celebrations special and lovely. Specific thanks go
to the Altar Guild, the communion servers and
scripture readers, the ushers, the poinsettia
people, and the teachers and children who
presented the Christmas play on December 23. In
addition, the music was lovely and meaningful
because of the people who directed, performed
and sang. Thank you to everyone who contributed
time and effort.

Winter Apparel Donations
At the beginning of December, Pastor Mike told the
congregation that good, usable winter clothing was
being collected for area people who did not have
any. The response was quite large. Below is a
picture of part of the coats, hats, jackets, and
mittens that were brought.

Dec 11 WOC Christmas Dinner; 6:30pm in the
Fellowship Hall, daughters, nieces,
granddaughters welcome!!!
Dec 23 Children’s Christmas program in worship

Dec 25 Christmas Day Worship, 10:30am

Charity Organizations
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Calvary consistently donates to several local
charities. Generous people bring food items to
church on Sunday to be taken to Shepherd’s Table
or Manna. Good clothing and useful items are taken
to A Wider Circle. Good clothing and bedding are
taken to The Interfaith Works Clothing Center.
Some of Calvary’s members have also donated time
to one or more of these worthy groups. Below are
short summaries of the mission and purpose of
these groups.
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We provide a range of services for those in need
within our community, including: serving breakfast,
lunch and dinner during the week, and brunch and
dinner on weekends, clothing/toiletries, access to
vision care, a resource center to check mail, use the
telephone, get prescription assistance, and much
more. We also have a bi-lingual counselor on-site.
Manna’s mission of ending hunger in Montgomery
County through food distribution, education and
advocacy is the guiding force in all they do.
Manna Food’s vision is that our community is a
place where all people at all times have access to
safe, sufficient, nutritious food in order to lead
fulfilling lives and contribute to making
Montgomery County a place where all live in
dignity.

Dec 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight, 7:30pm

Spurred on by Marie Kondo’s popular Netflix show
“Tidying Up” many of us have jumped into 2019
with great plans or reducing the clutter in our
homes. But do we take the same time to examine
our spiritual lives to ensure we are available to
Christ’s leading? Join us starting Feb 3rd as we
begin a new sermon series and discuss ways we
might declutter our spiritual lives in order to make
room for Christ.

Shepherd’s Table’s mission is to provide help to
people who are homeless or in need by providing
basic services, including meals, social services,
medical support, clothing, and other assistance in an
effective and compassionate manner. Since 1983,
Shepherd’s Table has been a necessary and effective
resource welcoming and serving those in need
within Silver Spring, and is supported by volunteers,
religious organizations, government, businesses,
foundations, and individual donors. We build upon
our successful strategy to make the community a
better place for our clientele and others to live,
work, and operate a business.

A Wider Circle's mission is to end poverty by
inspiring, fostering, and measuring individual and
community level change. Our holistic approach
focuses on the creation of stable homes;
comprehensive, individualized support to move
families to economic self-sufficiency; neighborhood
revitalization; and the creation of greater awareness
and engagement by the community, as a whole.
We ask you to contribute to ending poverty,
whether as a job coach, a donor, a wraparound
partner, or a volunteer at our center.
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February Mission Project
In February, the Calvary Book Club will be
sponsoring a new mission project in support of the
DC Books to Prisons program. This organization,
where Erik Delfino is a volunteer, sends books to
state and federal prisoners in 34 states. We will be
collecting paperback books only in English and
Spanish. Some of the highly requested books are
dictionaries, thesauruses, biographies, westerns,
mysteries, and trade/DIY books. A complete list of
book categories can be found on their website http://
dcbookstoprisoners.org/donate-books/. For your
convenience, Amazon has a wish list on its website.
Go to Accounts & Lists, Find a List, then key in: DC
Books to Prisons. Individual books are listed by
categories.

The Montgomery County Friends of the Library book
sale locations would be good places to buy
inexpensive books for this project. They are located
at the old Silver Spring Library at 8901 Colesville Rd,
the Twinbrook Library at 202 Meadow Hall Dr., and
at the Randolph Hills Shopping Center at 4886
Boiling Brook Pkwy.
We will have boxes available in the Narthex for
donated books. In addition to donating books, people
can donate stamps or postage money. Books to
Prisons is a project of the Washington Peace Center, a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. If you would like
to donate money towards the cost of postage, please
make out checks to the “Washington Peace Center”
and give your check or stamps to Robyn Frank or Lori
Schwartz. Donations are fully tax-deductible.
--Robyn Frank

Get Ready for the Art Show!
We hope to see the creative spirit of Calvary come out
strongly. We invite all members to participate,
including all ages from children to adults. We
welcome paintings, drawings, photography,
printmaking, quilts, needlework and poetry.

The Calvary Art Show Committee has been meeting
regularly since last Fall. At our last meeting, we
decided to offer information sessions for all the
interested members. Please bring your creativity and
questions to the Art Show information Meetings.
(See below for the dates)
Important dates for the Calvary Art Show:
Informational Meetings: February 3 and February 17,
2019 in the parents’ room after the church service.
RSVP Art Show : March 3, 2019
Delivery of your artwork: April 7, 2019, details TBA
Opening Reception: April 27, 2019, details TBA
Art show dates: Sundays April 28 and May 5,
2019, details TBA
Contact for questions, comments etc.:
Co-Chairs Erik Delfino, ecd0077@gmail.com and Vita
Sims, vita@vitadesigns.com

Say Go odbye to the Pines
The pine trees at the north end of Calvary’s
property were removed in January. They were
near the end of their life-span, dropping
branches regularly, and would need to be
cleared to make way for future driveway and
parking improvements. We will miss the
pines, but are excited for new landscaping and
garden opportunities!
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Letter from Pastor Mike
Twenty nineteen is set to be a year of change at
Calvary. Ms. Beverly Harmon, who has served as
Calvary’s Office Administrator for more than 20
years has given notice of her intent to retire. While
I am in no way excited at the prospect of having to
say goodbye to Bev, we are now beginning the
process of finding a suitable replacement—change,
that is necessary, but also difficult.
Soon you will start noticing some significant
changes around our building as well. Two weeks
ago, a work crew took down the large pine trees at
the north end of the property. These trees were at
the end of their life-span, we were told, but also
needed to be cleared to make way for a new
driveway and parking area in this location—a
change that will benefit all of us, especially with
accessibility needs.
And in just a month or two we hope to “break
ground” on our renovation work around the
building. We expect that updates to the Fellowship
Hall, stage, and school wing restrooms will happen
first, followed by an even larger project to install an
elevator and reconfigure the main restrooms. We
will also greatly benefit from additional Narthex
(entryway) space that will result from these
changes.
Change is almost always difficult while we are in
the midst of it, but I invite you to join me in
prayerfully asking God to bless these changes in
our midst. We hope and pray that these
renovations would prepare us for many new
ministry opportunities and the joy of using our
space to serve the community and welcome them
to a space that is efficient, attractive, accessible, and
safe. May God bless our
year of change.

Letter from the President
Dear Calvary Members and Friends,
I am pleased to report that on behalf of Calvary,
Nancy Dydak (Board Secretary) and I have signed a
contract with the Miche Booz architect firm for the
design of our renovations. We also signed a corollary
contract with Gutschick, Little & Weber, civil
engineers. Both firms worked with Calvary on recent
projects. The civil engineers will provide technical
expertise primarily on landscaping matters, such as
the parking area and water management.
Stakeholder meetings are being scheduled to provide
an opportunity for all members of Calvary to express
their specific interests in the renovation project.
While all wishes may not be able to be satisfied, we
don’t want to overlook any ideas.
It has taken longer than I had hoped to get to this
point, but the Board of Directors and other leaders
have tried to ensure that we have not skipped any
important steps in this important venture. Once
again, all of us should celebrate the resources that
God has given to Calvary, and make the absolute best
of them. And thanks to all who worked on the All In
campaign and all those who responded with their
commitments to this
project.
Happy new year.
Yours in Christ,

Daniel L. Michels
President

His,

Pastor Mike Middaugh
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KidsChurch News

Bo ok Club Update
Stimulating discussions and fellowship are at
the heart of the Book Club meetings. Each
month (usually on the first Sunday after the
Worship service) the group meets to discuss
works of both fiction and non-fiction.
Refreshments are served in the Parents Room.
All are welcome for any or all of the
discussions. Books for the remainder of 2019
will be selected during the March 3rd meeting.
Upcoming books and dates are as follows:
February 3 – Religious themed book. Gilead by
Marilynne Robinson, 2004. The narrator of the
story is a 76 year old minister in the small town
of Gilead, Iowa. After learning that he has a
heart condition, he writes a letter to his only
child, a son aged 7, to share his life’s story
including his family history of ministers and his
journey of faith. Pastor Mike will be joining the
discussion. A Pulitzer Prize winner. Discussion
Leader – Robyn Frank.
March 3. The Woman in Cabin 10 by Ruth
Ware, 2017. A page-turner mystery that takes
place on a cruise ship. The protagonist is a UK
Travel journalist who witnesses a murder but
everyone onboard is accounted for. Twists and
turns and personal secrets lead the reader to a
surprise ending. Discussion Leader – Nancy
Dydak.
April 7. Portuguese Irregular Verbs (Professor
Dr. Von Igefeld Series) by Alexander McCall
Smith, 2004. Readers who fell in love with
Precious Ramotswe, proprietor of The No. 1
Ladies' Detective Agency, now have new cause
for celebration in the protagonist of these three
light-footed comic novels by Alexander McCall
Smith. Welcome to the insane and rarified world
of Professor Dr. Moritz-Maria von Igelfeld of the
Institute of Romance Philology. Von Igelfeld is
engaged in a never-ending quest to win the
respect he feels certain he is due-a quest which
has the tendency to go hilariously astray (from
inside flap of book). Discussion leader – Margy
Holley.
--Robyn Frank
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Happy New Year! I hope all of our Calvary kids and
their families enjoyed a joyful Christmas.
We are back in the swing of things in Kids Church
land and are excited to continue learning along with
the adults every Sunday. In this season of
Epiphany, the kids will be learning about the
disciples, and how we are all called to be “fishers of
men.” They will also be learning about The
Beatitudes, God’s promises to Abraham, the
parable of the fig tree, and the prodigal son. Each
week your child leaves class with a learner leaflet
and a family page to bring home. The family page
has specific activities for you to do with your child at
home to reinforce the lesson from the previous
week. There is also a bible memory verse and if
you child wants to learn it and present it to their
teacher the next week, they get a special prize!
We are planning a Family Night for Friday February
22nd. All families are invited to join us for this
evening of fun and fellowship. We expect to order
pizza, have a movie for the kids, and parent’s are
invited to help decorate and arrange the classrooms
the kids are currently using for KidsChurch. We
really hope to make this a great space for our
children to learn and grow together.
We are also exploring ways to get our kids involved
in the music program here at Calvary and are
looking for volunteers to teach songs and play the
piano. If you are excited about working with the
kids in a musical way, let me know! The next youth
and family service will be on Sunday, March 31.
Mark your calendars!
Lori Schwartz, Kids Church Director
Lori.LS@gmail.com
301-538-6313
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Remembering Calvary’s Fair
- Trade Ministry
Win! Win! Win! That’s how JoAnn Pearcy recently
described the Equal Exchange/Fair Trade program
which Calvary began participating in around 2004.
JoAnn was the last coordinator for Calvary’s fair trade
program when it ceased late last year. The program
has benefited small farmers in the U. S. and overseas
by cutting out the middleman, the items were enjoyed
by Calvary worshipers, and needy organizations and
groups received the profits. Three good things.
Mary Circle, a part of the Women of Calvary, became
involved in the Lutheran World Relief/Equal
Exchange fair trade project about 2004 when Sue
Schmidt was president of WOC. Equal Exchange coffee
was sold after services twice a month. Next, tea and
chocolate bars were added. Dee Clarkin became the
coordinator when Larry and Sue moved, and Dee
added hot cocoa mix and almonds. When Dee left,
Margy Holley took over as coordinator. Equal
Exchange pecans and cranberries were added;
eventually crafts from SERRV (another fair trade
organization) were ordered for Sunday sales and for
craft fairs. Many Calvary members donated their own
handmade items, Arch Books for children and other
delightful offerings were also sold and added to the
proceeds as time passed.
At various times, many different people helped on
Sunday mornings. For example, Neema Lal, Katie
Wengert and Dave from Christ Deaf Church all helped
set up. Sandi and Brian Isler were good at helping to
put things away. At other times, Katherine and Mickey
Davis, Heather and Natalia and other kids helped to
do whatever was needed. When several craft fairs for
SERRV were held, Jeba Daniel and many other
volunteers stepped up. Georganne Friedrich from the
Deaf Church later served as co-coordinator with
Margy and Mark Friedrich helped regularly by acting
as cashier for several years. Members of the Deaf
Church have also participated by buying the products.
Claire Miller, our Thrivent Representative, helped get
matching funds for a portion of the fair trade profits
donated to charities. For the last several years until
the end of the project, JoAnn Pearcy was in charge.
5

The Fair Trade Project had grown from a small
Mary Circle endeavor to a wider Calvary ministry
to partnering with the Deaf Church.
Calvary sold the items for a little more than the
cost, so that they were generally still cheaper than
if one were to buy the equivalent items at a place
like Whole Foods. The extra money made, after
paying the bills (over the years, this added up to
thousands of dollars) was donated to charities or
causes agreed upon by Mary Circle, the WOC
executive board, the WOC membership or Calvary’s
Mission Team. The charities which benefited
included Mi Refugio (a Christian school for children
in Guatemala who live on a garbage dump), the
Calvary Lutheran School Tuition Assistance Fund ,
the Calvary Capital Improvements Fund, disaster
relief efforts in Haiti, Japan, Africa and the U. S., the
WOC general fund, Christ Deaf Church and
Ascencion Lutheran School's Scholarship Fund.
(The schools at Calvary and Ascension have since
closed.) and XYZ Services (a non-profit
organization that provides transitional housing for
people in recovery). In recent years, proceeds have
gone to the food pantry, Manna, which is where the
final proceeds will go.
Over the years many people have served faithfully
and well to keep Calvary’s Fair Trade Project alive.
People will miss
the chance to greet
friends and to buy
chocolate, coffee,
tea, and goodies
after the worship
service. If anyone
would like to
restart this
program at a later
time, we would
happily welcome
that.

Changing Lives with God’s Love

