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Splashing in a Cool Pool

Keeping Up with Hank

Sometimes people are harder to recognize at a pool when their
hair is wet or they’re doing handstands in the water. Can you find
some of your friends who were at Calvary’s party for families at
the Schwartz’s pool on June 30?

In addition to being invited to join
the National Junior Honor Society,
Hank received
his provisional
black belt in
Taekwondo in
May. He
started studying Taekwondo
at age seven
and has
progressed
through many different belts.
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“I’ve had to learn a lot of different
moves, “ Hank explains. ”It’s like
organized fighting,
but you’re not trying
to hurt your
opponent. I’m
hoping to earn my
1st degree black belt
in another year.”

Fifth Sunday Singing

Youth Group News
What did Calvary’s Youth Group
do on June 22 for their latest
service project? A lot of heavy
lifting and careful climbing! They
carried broken furniture from
Calvary’s attic and put it on the
curb. Miles and his friend Elijah
were the Youth Group
volunteers, and they got plenty
of pizza
when
they
finished.

Were you part of the KidsSing group
on the last Sunday in June? The next
Fifth Sunday KidsSing will be coming
up at the end of September.

Hank is also active
with the Boy Scouts and has made
it to the Tenderfoot level. “I have a
thick book of requirements for each
level of Scouting,” he says. “I hope
to make it to 1st class by the end of
the next school year. Then it will
take another four to five years to
get through the Star and Life levels
and make it to Eagle Scout, but my
goal is to get there some day.”

Hank has played a lot of baseball
and soccer, he is on a swim team,
and he runs cross country. He also
works as a junior leader at a
Vacation Bible School camp, and
he helps his mom with the many
projects she does at his sister’s
school. Of course we are thankful
for Hank’s help at Calvary as
KIDS—PLEASE ASK YOUR PARENTS TO TELL crucifer, candle-lighter, reader, and
MRS. MILLER IF YOU’RE DOING SOMEeven trombone player!
THING SPECIAL OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL.
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Altar Guild News
Everything that happens at Calvary is done by
volunteers. Aside from a small handful of paid staff,
everything having to do with the life of the church
and the ministries you see are volunteer led and
volunteer accomplished. That means there is an
incredible legacy of volunteers in this church’s past
who have given much to carry the church along to
what it has become today.

If you are a member or regular visitor at Calvary,
you are invited to become a part of this legacy as
well. From meeting and greeting on Sunday morning
to helping out with mission activities, your help is
needed and it is one way you can care for your
church and others who are here. Please contact the
church office or any of our volunteer coordinators to
find out how to get involved.

Upcoming Events
Aug. 4 Book Club Meeting after worship
Aug. 18 Blood pressure check before & after
worship (Parents’ Room)
Aug. 25 Fourth Sunday KidsSing after worship
Aug. 25 Book Club Meeting after worship (instead
of September meeting)
Sept. 8 Fall Kick-Off
Sept. 15 Blood pressure check before & after
worship (Parents’ Room)
Sept. 22 Fourth Sunday KidsSing after worship
Sept. 22 Voters Assembly after worship

To best keep up with all the events and activities
happening at Calvary check out the following
resources:
• Sunday morning bulletin and Traffic Report
(All services recorded, CDs available in Narthex)
• Our Bi-Monthly Crossways Newsletter
• Our Facebook Page: Calvary Silver Spring
• Our Website: calvarysilverspring.org
• Pastor’s Midweek Meditations is a weekly
devotional email that also includes event
reminders (sign up on our website)
• Member mailboxes in the Narthex
(To request a mailbox contact the church office)

Sept. 29 Fifth Sunday family service

Many years ago, in one of his special services for
Christmas, Pastor Kemper made many wall sconces
for holding candles on the side walls of Calvary’s
sanctuary. The candlelight added to the joy of the
services. Over the years, some of the sconces
became unusable and some disappeared. Last
Christmas was the last time that we had enough to
use, so the altar guild asked Steve Frank if he could
design and make new sconces. You have seen the
result of his labor on the side walls. They were first
mounted for Pentecost and have stayed up for
several weeks. We will use these sconces whenever
appropriate, but especially during the Christmas
season and for Pentecost. The Altar Guild thanks
Steve for his excellent workmanship and his willing
ness to add to these special services. Thanks to him,
a long-time Calvary tradition will carry on for many
more years.
We again have the opportunity to reach out to the
community with the filling of backpacks, but we also
have two ongoing ways to make a difference.

Baskets are in the back of the church to collect food
for Manna. We have been doing this for some time,
with a special emphasis at Thanksgiving, and in
summer some of our donations are used for special
programs for feeding children. Canned and boxed
foods, bags of rice or pasta, and food for infants are
especially needed. (Please don’t donate fresh items or
items in glass.) Gathered foods are delivered to
Manna’s collection depot about every six weeks.
The other ongoing opportunity is our donations to the
Shepherd’s Table. There is a collection basket in the
narthex near the guest register. Their big needs right
now are for travel toiletries, socks, and new
underwear for men.
In almost every issue of Crossways, the Altar Guild
invites anyone to join us in serving Calvary. By now,
you must know how the Guild serves the Calvary
family. All of our tasks are simple (but so necessary)
and not too time consuming. Please talk to an Altar
Guild member to find out how rewarding it is to serve
in this way: Susan Fletcher, Ann Allen, Joan Carlton,
Barbara Boehne, and Karen Michels.
.
—Barbara Boehne

As we wait for the final steps of pre-construction
planning and permitting to be complete, we also
have some projects around the building to get our
space construction-ready. One of those projects
involves cleaning out the attic above the school
wing, which contains many old school desks and
chairs, as you see in the photo on the cover. Thank
you to Miles, Mark, and Elijah for their labor to get
this projects started! (More info on back cover.)
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Bo ok Club Update

Thank You, MarySue

Stimulating discussions and fellowship are at the
heart of the Book Club meetings. Each month
(usually on the first Sunday after the Worship
service) the group meets to discuss works of both
fiction and non-fiction. Refreshments are served in
the Parents’ Room. All are welcome for any or all of
the discussions. Upcoming Book Club Choices:
August 25 (instead of September date).
Outcasts United by Warren St. John, 2013. "Not
merely about soccer, St. John's book teaches readers
about the social and economic difficulties of adapting
to a new culture and the challenges facing a town
with a new and disparate population. Despite their
cultural and religious differences and the difficulty of
adaptation, the Fugees came together to play soccer.
This wonderful, poignant book is highly
recommended." –Library Journal, starred review. . . .
“This book offers a stirring lesson in the power of a
single person to transform the lives of many. It’s an
incisive window into the world ahead for all of us,
where cultural diversity . . . will be a fact of life that
has to be wrestled with and reconciled, if never quite
resolved.” -–Reza Aslan, author of No God but God.
Discussion Leader – Margy Holley.
October 6. The Library Book , by Susan Orlean,
2018. “Moving . . . A constant pleasure to read . . ..
Orlean, a longtime New Yorker writer, has been
captivating us with human stories for decades, and
her latest book is a wide-ranging, deeply personal,
and terrifically engaging investigation of humanity’s
bulwark against oblivion: the library. . . . As a
narrator, Orlean moves like fire herself, with a
pyrotechnic style that smolders for a time over some
ancient bibliographic tragedy, leaps to the latest
technique in book restoration, and then illuminates
the story of a wildly eccentric librarian. Along the
way, we learn how libraries have evolved, responded
to depressions and wars, and generally thrived
despite a constant struggle for funds. You can’t help
but finish The Library Book and feel grateful that
these marvelous places belong to us all.”—Ron
Charles, the Washington Post.
Discussion Leader – Vita Sims.
—Robyn Frank
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MarySue Baugham’s
retirement from her
responsibilities as Kitchen
Manager at Calvary was
officially recognized by the
congregation on June 30.
Her daughter, Michelle, and
grandson, James, were here
to join the celebration.

A Letter from the President
Dear Calvary Members and Friends,

Baby’s picture
here or kids &
baby or family

Xxxxxx Xxxxxxxxx
Middaugh was
born on . . .

MarySue grew up attending
the Roman Catholic Church in her home community
of Morrisville, PA. But she often says, “The first time
I attended Calvary Church in 1972, I knew I was
home. I learned so much from the good people here
and from the ministers, and I love my family here so
much—especially the kids.”
And the kids at Calvary Lutheran School were
blessed by her loving and no-nonsense care when
she ran the Before-and-After School Programs and
the school’s lunch program. In recent years, she has
served as Calvary’s reliable Kitchen Manager—if
food was involved, MarySue was there keeping
things running smoothly with her gift of hospitality.
At the retirement ceremony, Lori Schwartz spoke
about another way MarySue has served our church.
“She has been one of the driving forces behind the
Women of Calvary for as long a I can remember. She
has served as President multiple times and has kept
us on track--always the first one to ask what our
plans are for the next meeting and reminding us to
fill our mite boxes. She has also served as the
representative from Calvary for the LWML
Chesapeake District Convention for many years.”
MarySue shares her faith, concern for others, and
gratitude for her blessings freely during Bible Class
and at Mary Circle. And as Lori said in conclusion to
her tribute to MarySue, “Thank you for showing us
all throughout your life how to live as one of God’s
humble servants.”
—Claire Miller

Committed to Christ and Community

On Sunday, July 14th, I was kindly recognized by my
Calvary church family
upon my 10th
anniversary of
ordination. Thank you all
for sharing this milestone with me, and for
your kind words.
I have to say, that when I
began my ministry in the
Midwest, I could not have
imagined serving as
Calvary’s pastor. The East Coast, Washington DC,
and a church as richly diverse as Calvary were all
outside of my future expectations. But I thank God
that he has brought me here. Serving as Calvary’s
pastor has been a joy and a gift, and I surely can say
that all of you have taught me as much about
ministry as I may have taught in return during the
seven years I have been with you. So, thank you
again, for your commitment to this church, our
work together, and the goals we have for the future.
God is good, and I am loving the journey.
His,

Pastor Mike Middaugh
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Recently I wrote about meetings.
Thankfully I didn’t need to have
a meeting on what to write.
Nevertheless, those
observations about meetings
haven’t changed. Many
meetings are important, as long
as we don’t have too many
meetings. A quick check of my
personal non-electronic treebased calendar revealed:
• Weekly Wednesday Morning Men’s Fellowship
• Renovation Coordination Meetings
• Calvary Board Meetings
• Voters Assembly Meetings
• Calvary Executive Committee Meetings
• Ad hoc meetings with Pastor
• Other assorted and ill-defined meetings which
seemed a good idea at the time
• Other assorted meetings which were absolutely
necessary to make a decision or move a matter
toward completion.
In my opinion, the vast majority of the meetings in
which I participate and of which I am aware are
useful and productive. So if you’ve been in a
Calvary meeting lately, thanks. We couldn’t do it
without you.
A quick observation about the renovations… The
temporary classroom walls in the Fellowship Hall
are now gone. And the leftover furniture (not useful
to Calvary) found new homes. The Fellowship Hall
floor has been patched with unbroken and
unscarred tiles. Are you enjoying the strange
phenomenon in the Fellowship Hall?
It might be sunlight!
As we approach Autumn, we will need to address
again the list of renovation opportunities. The
potential prime contractor has been getting
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solid estimates from potential subcontractors on
the various parts of the renovation plan. Not
surprisingly, we have more opportunities than
funds. We are considering dates to involve the
Voters Assembly to make the key choices.
Lastly, some thanks are in order. Thanks to the
members of the Board, all of whom are continuing in
their previous roles. And thanks to Pastor Middaugh

INSTALLATION OF OUR OFFICERS & BOARD, June 14

who continues to patiently guide a particularly
strong-minded flock. I’m glad he’s here to help push
away the many wolves around us. Enjoy this Godgiven summer, and may it be wolf-free.
Yours in Christ,
Daniel L. Michels
President

The Story of “Beautiful Savior”
This year’s top vote getter in the
“Favorite Hymn Poll"
The votes are in and our first place winner (by a
very narrow margin) was the beloved hymn
“Beautiful Savior,” known alternately as “Fairest
Lord Jesus”. Altogether, 93 votes were cast with
only 11 hymns receiving more than one vote, a
wide range of favorites, indeed!
Here is the story of this famous hymn, gleaned from
the book 101 Hymn Stories by Kenneth W. Osbeck:*
Little is known of the origin of this cherished
hymn. Associated with it are popular legends
which cannot always be substantiated by
4

research. One of the best-known accounts is that it
was called the “Crusaders’ Hymn”. Some think that
it was sung by the twelfth century German
Crusaders, especially by their children, as they
made the long and wearisome trek to the Holy
Land. Another account, which has more credence, is
that it was one of the hymns used by the singing
followers of John Hus, a small band of believers who
settled in Silesia (now part of Poland) after they
were driven out of Bohemia in the bloody antiReformation purge of 1620. This hymn, then, is
generally said to be a folk song derived from these
devout Silesian peasants.
The text for the hymn first appeared in the Roman
Catholic Munster Gesangbuch of 1677, where it was
published as the “first of three beautiful selected
new hymns.” Later it is said that a man by the name
of Hoffman Fallersleben heard a group of Silesians
singing the hymn in a service, recorded the words
and music from this oral recitation, and published it in his Schlesische Volksliederin in1842. This
is the form in which we now know the hymn.

No one knows for certain who first translated the
text from German into English. The English
adaptation by Richard Storrs Willis, born in Boston,
first appeared in his Church Chorales and Choir
Studies in 1850. It is interesting to note that in this
collection, a notation about the origin of the hymn
is made stating that it was “sung by German
knights on the way to Jerusalem”. This statement
undoubtably did much to foster and popularize the
Crusader account.
It turns out that Richard Willis also composed the
Christmas carol “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”.
We'll be singing “Beautiful Savior” and many of the
other top vote getters in upcoming services this
summer. Stay tuned.
.
—Brian Priebe, Minister of Music
*The black text is taken from 101 Hymn Stories © Copyright
1982 by Kenneth W. Osbeck. Published by Kregel Publications,
Grand Rapids, MI. Used by permission of the publisher.
All rights reserved.
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Something to Celebrate
Dan Maxfield, a member of
Calvary since 1960, has reached
a big milestone in his life. He
celebrated his 90th birthday on
June 17, 2019. For many years,
Dan sat with their five boys in
church while Alice played the
organ. He was an Elder several
times, and our Thrivent
Representative for many years.
Dan also served on the School
Board, as a judge at the school’s
science fairs, and until recent
years, he was always ready to help when a job
needed to be done. Congratulations, Dan—you’ve
been a good example to others at our church!

Missions and KidsChurch News
Current Mission Project: As I write this we are in the
middle of our backpack and school supply drive. This
collection directly benefits 21 children who live in the
Takoma Park area and participate in an afterschool
homework club. They are in kindergarten, first, and
second grade. We are working with the Montgomery
Housing Partnership. Part of their mission is to
strengthen neighborhoods and one of the ways they do
this is by collaborating with community organizations
such as Calvary. I'm proud to partner with such a
strong community leader.
KidsChurch: Here is a reminder that there are no
KidsChurch classes in the month of August. I'd like to
thank our dedicated teachers—Ann Allen, Courtney
Fletcher, Betty Fredericks, Georganne Friedrich,
Sherrell Goolsby, Mark Weilnau, and Wendy
White. Thank you also to our Minister of Music, Brian
Priebe, for helping to launch and lead our 4th Sunday
KidsSing practice sessions. I look forward to a great
year of kids and family activities starting in September.
—Lori Lentner Schwartz
KidsChurch Director
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Financial Statement for
3/4 of Fiscal Year 2019
Income by Source:
Contributions
Facilities Income
Total Income to Date
Budgeted for 2019

$
$
$
$

185,188.00
52,740.00
237,928.00
439,000.00

Expenses:
Payroll/office expenses
Program expenses
Kitchen expenses
Property Expenses
Property Insurance
Fees
Total Expenses to Date
Budgeted for 2019

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

227,978.00
2,370.00
1,896.00
81,261.00
9,631.00
3,396.00
326,532.00
482,100.00

Income – Expenses to Date

($

-88,604.00)

There is less income this year with the departure of the
school. Interest earned from the Lutheran Church
Extension Fund helps balance this budget deficit.
—Nicole Ellis,Treasurer / Carl Johnson, Bookkeeper

The Case of
the Missing
Azaleas
Somewhere
under all those
weeds are
azalea bushes
trying to survive, and
Mark and Jerry are
working hard to give
them a chance. With all
the rain we’ve had this
spring, there are many
opportunities for Calvary
volunteers to pull some
weeds for an hour or two,
and Karen Michels is
ready with suggestions
for where to start!
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Our Faith Community Nurse

Women of Calvary News

Roadmap to 2020 Update

The Faith Community Nursing program (FCN or
Parish Nursing) has been active at Holy Cross
Hospital for 26 years. FCN is a national and
international volunteer program that is open to all
faiths. The FCN nurses promote Health of Mind,
Body and Spirit in their congregations.

The Women of Calvary (WOC) met for our latest
quarterly meeting on Saturday, June 22. We had
another successful turnout with our change to a
morning breakfast potluck. Becky Johnson was our
featured speaker who presented on her role as
Calvary’s Faith and Community
Nurse. We decided to have a
dinner out as a July activity
instead of a regularly scheduled
Mary Circle (women’s Bible
study) meeting. The group also
discussed an interest in reeducating the congregation on
the history, purpose, and
collection of Mites to support the
LWML mission opportunities.
Mites are offerings collected by
LWML to fund grants for mission
projects at the district and national level.

SHARE Committee Report
After the successful art show in spring sponsored by
the "Share" component of Roadmap to 2020, we are
now making plans for the summer and fall. One of
the upcoming events planned for late summer will be
the chance for the community to share recipes in the
forthcoming Calvary Cookbook.
-- Erik Delfino

Established FCN programs in congregations may
include several nurses as well as non-nurse
volunteers. I understand that Calvary has had
nurses in this capacity in the past, and I’m
interested in providing FCN services and
programs that meet the needs of Calvary.
Access to health
screenings
Health education
programs

•
•

•
•
•
•

Health Information
Advocacy
Referrals
Visitation

FCNs are authorized to provide:
FCNs DO NOT :
• Provide clinical hands-on care (instead they
make referrals to agencies that provide direct
care)
• Replace other ministries (they serve to
complement the work of faith community
leaders and teams)
Thank you to everyone who returned the
Calvary Health Needs Assessments. I have
received excellent information from the ones that
have been returned, but I would like to hear from
more members who may not have had the chance
to complete an assessment.
Coming up:
• I will be available Sunday, August 18 and
Sunday, September 15 before and after church
to take blood pressures in the Parents’ Room.
• Plans are being developed for a CPR class and
an Advance Directive class later this summer
or fall.
—Becky Johnson
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Mite collections are based on the account of the
widow’s mite found in Luke 21: 1-4 The small mite
boxes began in the 1800s when the whole family was
encouraged to contribute spare change. The WOC
would like to encourage the whole congregation to
get involved in Mites collections. I will be planning to
make an announcement in the coming months to
provide more information on examples of specific
local district mission grants that are currently funded
through mites collections. Mite collection will take
place on the first Sunday of each month. We
encourage the congregation to bring their filled mite
boxes to the narthex on those days to exchange for an
empty box to fill for the next month. Stay tuned for
more information on how your spare coins can make
big change for those in need.
Save the date: Be on the lookout for information
about an opportunity to meet other women from
churches in our region—the Chesapeake District
LWML Women’s Retreat is planned for Nov 1-3, 2019
in Ocean City, MD. Registration will start in August.
.
—Kate Tomes
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WORSHIP Committee Report
On Thursday, June 27th, several of the Worship
stakeholders met for a short meeting. Cyndi Carr,
Beverly Harmon, Pastor Middaugh, Karen Michels,
Barbara Boehne, and Nancy Dydak talked about a
variety of worship-related topics. Sunday worship
services and other special services involve a wide
variety of talents and facets: musical selections,
operating the sound system, Altar Guild activities,
producing the worship bulletin, scheduling (for lay
readers, greeters, ushers, and communion servers),
and running KidsChurch.
Quarterly Meetings. Beginning in September,
Worship stakeholders will resume regular quarterly
meetings which will be scheduled for a short period
after Sunday worship. This will allow for better
coordination among all the individuals involved, and
may echo the Worship Committee of past eras.
How might we improve how we treat visitors?
For making our visitors feel even more welcome,
Barbara Boehne envisioned a “welcoming group” of
Calvary members who might visit other churches
and see what they do to engage their visitors. Pastor
Middaugh will consult with Melanie Thwaites on the
possibility of getting more volunteer greeters who
can focus on family groups—done by a family or
two—not only before the start of Sunday services
but afterwards as well. We discussed how it’s not
clear whether or not we expect congregants to stay
in church while the postlude is being played; Pastor
and Cyndi will add a note to the bulletin which will
address that situation—namely, that each of us is
free to decide either to stay or depart. Another way
for families to serve could be to host post-worship
(food) fellowship, which is always pleasant for
members and visitors.
5

Bible Class. What might be done to encourage more
involvement? Child care makes it easier for parents
to attend than in past years.
Diversity appeal. Cyndi observed that we could
better market how diverse a congregation we are,
which could mean more pictures and a tagline such
as “a diverse community in Silver Spring.” Barbara
Boehne likes the idea of a portable display board
with a list of activities and a place for flyers to be
posted—all to present a more complete picture of
what we are doing as a congregation.
Calvary’s neighbors. The group sees value in
inviting the community to worship even before we
rebuild. Pastor is very interested in publicizing what
we will be doing with our renovations as well. Karen
suggested that we provide a small parcel with
information about Calvary to our neighbors. She
also thought a brochure about our historic chapel
would be useful and would encourage people to see
it. This brochure could serve multiple purposes.
Cyndi mentioned a sign for our playground, welcoming its use but also including the rules—and noting
that we have a surveillance system on our property.
(Our playground is aging but still appealing!)
Can we minimize distractions on Sundays? To
try to discourage noisy chatter at the back of the
church before the service begins, we might want to
talk about pre-service reverence and church
etiquette. We’d also like to discourage eating in
church (small children’s needs an exception) and
encourage people to come on time.
Other kinds of services? In addition to family
services every fifth Sunday, do we want other special
services—such as jazz—or a separate jazz mass?
We’d like to highlight the Calvary Prayer Shepherds
this September, and we have several other prayer
groups we can highlight.
We’d be happy to hear from anyone who wishes to
comment on the topics covered at our meeting or
who would like to contribute to the worship
experience and help with moving Calvary forward
into 2020.
—Nancy Dydak
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Construction News 07-2019
Since the kick-off, the Calvary Renovators have
been steadily moving down the field. Emmett Van
Riper of Miche Booz Architects (MB) has been setting
the plays and calling the signals. Early in the game he
called quite a few huddles to discuss the team’s
needs and ensure that everyone knew how the play
would unfold.
The Renovators are up against a formidable
opponent—the Regulators. Their game plan is by the
book, a very big book, and follows well-documented
but fair procedures, and it is mostly unwavering.

New Member News : Andriantomanga Family
While there is much happening on the field, the
sidelines are active as well. Issues including the
future use of our classrooms and Beltway and
Georgia Avenue development continue to be
monitored, assessed, and pondered by General
Manager Middaugh, Head Coach Michels and his
Board of Advisors, Assistant Coach Johnson, (who
also suited up and completed the Fellowship Hall
flooring play), and Water Boy Frank.
If the start of construction is the goal line, the
Renovators are definitely in the Red Zone.
—Steve Frank

Plays have included hand-offs to GLW Engineers
(GLW) and to A.R. Marani Contractors (ARM). It’s
been mostly a ground game, though one major GLW
play is underground.

Tiana and Bodo Andriantomanga and their son Tahina
have recently joined Calvary. Bodo worked for the
World Bank in
Madagascar, and
she transferred to a
position at the
Washington, DC,
office in January
2018. The rest of
the family joined
her last fall,
Tahina, Bodo, and Tiana
including Zo, their
older son, and his
wife Faniry, who soon moved to Wisconsin, where he
is in a Master’s degree program
in economics at the University
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.
Tahina is now studying
computer science at Towson
University in Baltimore, and
Zo and Faniry
Tiana is still looking for a job
while working to improve his
fluency in English. The family lives in the Summit Hills
apartments in Silver Spring.

GLW recently carried the Storm Water Management
(SWM) plan deep into Regulator territory. This plan,
you’ll recall, describes how rainwater will be
retained on-site and then released into the local
storm drain system. Submitted along with the plan
was a soil analysis report. You may have noticed the
stakes and the holes in the backyard. Soil samples
were taken at those locations and tested to
determine load-bearing and absorption capability.
Test results were favorable, to which President
Michels stated, “It’s good to see that our soil is
supportive of our efforts.”
To avoid being penalized for illegal procedure, the
Renovators are calling in a special legal team. This
team is to perform a title search of Montgomery
County land records to certify that our home field is
indeed (no pun intended) our home field and identify
any encumbrances, such as easements, rights-of-way,
etc. This is required in relation to the development of
the storm water management facilities.

In the U.S., when we hear or read about Madagascar,
it’s usually about the interesting and rare animals that
live in the parks and the scientists who are studying
them. Bodo explains that they have visited many
national parks in Madagascar where
they have seen lemurs, aye-ayes,
fossas, geckos, and other animals
and plants in their native forests,
but they grew up in Antananarivo,
the capital city in central
Madagascar. The population of the
metropolitan area of the capital city
is close to 3 million, and the entire island is about the
size of Texas with close to the same population.

ARM was handed the Pricing Set plans. These plans
provide sufficient detail for subcontractor bids. ARM
lateralled to electrical, mechanical, plumbing,
drywall, and several other hopefuls vying for a spot
on the team.

“Because we grew up in a large city, we did not have
trouble adapting to the life in the U.S.,” Bodo says. “But
actually our way of life in Madagascar is very similar to
that of the people of France. We have the same
educational system as the French schools, and
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Printed with permission from cuylerblack.com
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learning French is mandatory for students from
elementary school through high school. Our native
language is Malagasy (which is also the name of our
people), but French is used in administration.
English is taught in middle school and high school.
Our people play many of the same games that they
play in France, although Madagascar has some
traditional games, too, such as Fanorona, a strategy
board game for two players. Our family also enjoys
exercising and sports, and we’ve been involved in
jogging, swimming, basketball, and petanque
(French bowling).”
Tiana and Bodo were happy to discover that
Calvary uses the same liturgy as the Lutheran
churches in Madagascar, although their services
are conducted in the Malagasy language and they
sing mostly different hymns (so far they’ve
recognized only two familiar hymns at Calvary).
Their church in Madagascar also has a Sunday
school and a choir. They are continuing their
connection with the Malagasy Lutheran Church by
attending an ecumenical mass once a month, led by
a Lutheran pastor from Madagascar.
The Malagasy Lutheran Church (Fiangonana
Loterana Malagasy—FLM) is
one of the fastest-growing
Lutheran church groups in the
world. There are about 3 million
members in 5,000
congregations, and in May 2018
Logo of the FLM
they established a relationship
with the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.

“We are glad to have the advantage of living in the
United States so we can explore the country and
our sons can further their education,” says Bodo.
“We expect to remain here for about ten years. But
then we will be happy to return to our beautiful
island. It’s easy to live in Madagascar—the people
are nice, the food is of very good quality and not
expensive, there is no war, and the climate is soft.”
And we at Calvary are pleased that the
Andriantomanga family has chosen to spend their
time in America with us.
—Claire Miller
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