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+ THE GATHERING +
PRELUDE
WELCOME
OPENING HYMN

God of Our Fathers
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INVOCATION
P: In the Name of the Father, and of the (+) Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

(Matthew 28:19)

C: Amen.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:
C:
P:

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, (+) one God, whose steadfast love is
everlasting, whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sins.

(Silence for reflection and self-examination, please kneel or be seated)
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P:

Reconciling God,

C:

we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny
your presence in our lives. We place our hope in ourselves
and rely on our own efforts. We fail to believe that you
provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our
own benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others
as you have welcomed us. We sin in thought, word, and deed.
By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in
your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in
newness of life. Amen.

P:

Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have
peace with God through (+) Christ Jesus, through whom we have
obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in
hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C:

SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

COLLECT
P: Let us pray.
You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us
for yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant
that we may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve you,
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
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+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +
FIRST READING

Zechariah 9:9-12

The First Reading is from Zechariah, the nineth chapter.
9 Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! See, your
king comes to you, righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 10 I will take away the chariots from
Ephraim and the warhorses from Jerusalem, and the battle bow will be
broken. He will proclaim peace to the nations. His rule will extend from sea
to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth. 11 As for you, because
of the blood of my covenant with you, I will free your prisoners from the
waterless pit. 12 Return to your fortress, you prisoners of hope; even now I
announce that I will restore twice as much to you.
P:
C:

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 145

I Will Praise Your Name Forever Michel Guimont

6

HOLY GOSPEL

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

The Holy Gospel is from Saint Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
16 “To what can I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in
the marketplaces and calling out to others: 17 “ ‘We played the pipe for
you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’
18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a
demon.’ 19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Here
is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’ But
wisdom is proved right by her deeds.” 25 At that time Jesus said, “I praise
you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these
things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children.
26 Yes, Father, for this is what you were pleased to do. 27 “All things have
been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the
Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom
the Son chooses to reveal him. 28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and
burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn
from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for
your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON An Old Testament Guide to Challenging Times Pt.4
Pastor Middaugh
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HYMN OF THE DAY

I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

(congregation may kneel or stand during prayers)
P: Lord, in Your mercy . . . .
C: hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
+ SENDING +
BENEDICAMUS and BENEDICTION
P: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus.
C: Thanks be to God.
P: God, the creator + Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the
comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.
C: Amen.
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Lift Every Voice and Sing

SENDING HYMN
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DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace and serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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