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+ THE GATHERING +
PRELUDE
WELCOME

O Holy Spirit, Enter In

OPENING HYMN
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INVOCATION
P: In the Name of the Father, and of the (+) Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

(Matthew 28:19)

C: Amen.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:
C:
P:

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, (+) one God, whose steadfast love is
everlasting, whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sins.

(Silence for reflection and self-examination, please kneel or be seated)
P:

Reconciling God,

C:

we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny
your presence in our lives. We place our hope in ourselves
and rely on our own efforts. We fail to believe that you
provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our
own benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others
as you have welcomed us. We sin in thought, word, and deed.
By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in
your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in
newness of life. Amen.

P:

Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have
peace with God through (+) Christ Jesus, through whom we have
obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in
hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C:
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SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

COLLECT
P: Let us pray.
Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with
firmness and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your
kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +
FIRST READING

Isaiah 44:6-8

The First Reading is from Isaiah, the forty-fourth chapter.
6 “This is what the LORD says— Israel’s King and Redeemer, the LORD
Almighty: I am the first and I am the last; apart from me there is no
God. 7 Who then is like me? Let him proclaim it. Let him declare and lay
out before me what has happened since I established my ancient people,
and what is yet to come— yes, let them foretell what will come. 8 Do not
tremble, do not be afraid. Did I not proclaim this and foretell it long ago?
You are my witnesses. Is there any God besides me? No, there is no other
Rock; I know not one.”
P:
C:

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 86

Lord, You Are Good and Forgiving – Michel Guimont
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HOLY GOSPEL

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

The Holy Gospel is from Saint Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
24 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man
who sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while everyone was sleeping, his
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away.
26 When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also
appeared. 27 “The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you
sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’
28 “ ‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. “The servants asked him, ‘Do you want
us to go and pull them up?’ 29 “ ‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are
pulling the weeds, you may uproot the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow
together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect
the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat
and bring it into my barn.’ ” 36 Then he left the crowd and went into the
house. His disciples came to him and said, “Explain to us the parable of the
weeds in the field.” 37 He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is
the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the
people of the kingdom. The weeds are the people of the evil one, 39 and
the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age,
and the harvesters are angels. 40 “As the weeds are pulled up and burned
in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send
out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that
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causes sin and all who do evil. 42 They will throw them into the blazing
furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the
righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever
has ears, let them hear.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON An Old Testament Guide to Challenging Times Pt.6
Pastor Middaugh

Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast

HYMN OF THE DAY
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

(congregation may kneel or stand during prayers)
P: Lord, in Your mercy . . . .
C: hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
+ SENDING +
BENEDICAMUS and BENEDICTION
P: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus.
C: Thanks be to God.
P: God, the creator + Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the
comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.
C: Amen.
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All Good Gifts – Stephen Schwarts

SENDING HYMN
DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace and serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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