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+ THE GATHERING +
PRELUDE
WELCOME

Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty

OPENING HYMN
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INVOCATION
P: In the Name of the Father, and of the (+) Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

(Matthew 28:19)

C: Amen.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:
C:
P:

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, (+) one God, whose steadfast love is
everlasting, whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sins.

(Silence for reflection and self-examination, please kneel or be seated)
P:

Reconciling God,

C:

we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny
your presence in our lives. We place our hope in ourselves
and rely on our own efforts. We fail to believe that you
provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our
own benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others
as you have welcomed us. We sin in thought, word, and deed.
By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in
your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in
newness of life. Amen.

P:

Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have
peace with God through (+) Christ Jesus, through whom we have
obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in
hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C:
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SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

COLLECT
P: Let us pray.
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your
word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according
to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +
FIRST READING

Isaiah 55:10-13

The First Reading is from Isaiah, the fifty-fifth chapter.
10 As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to
it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it
yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 11 so is my word that
goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish
what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 12 You will go
out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills will burst into
song before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their hands,
13 Instead of the thornbush will grow the juniper, and instead of briers the
myrtle will grow. This will be for the LORD’s renown, for an everlasting sign,
that will endure forever.”
P:
C:

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 65

The Seed That Falls on Good Soil Michel Guimont
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HOLY GOSPEL

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

The Holy Gospel is from Saint Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such
large crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it,
while all the people stood on the shore. 3 Then he told them many things in
parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was
scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it
up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang
up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the
plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Other
seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still other
seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty
times what was sown. 9 Whoever has ears, let them hear.” 18 “Listen then
to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When anyone hears the
message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes
and snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown
along the path. 20 The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who
hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21 But since they have no
root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes
because of the word, they quickly fall away. 22 The seed falling among the
thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the worries of this life
and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful. 23 But
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the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word and
understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred,
sixty or thirty times what was sown.”
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON An Old Testament Guide to Challenging Times Pt.5
Pastor Middaugh
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Lord, Let My Heart be Good Soil

HYMN OF THE DAY
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

(congregation may kneel or stand during prayers)
P: Lord, in Your mercy . . . .
C: hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
+ SENDING +
BENEDICAMUS and BENEDICTION
P: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus.
C: Thanks be to God.
P: God, the creator + Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the
comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.
C: Amen.
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On What Has Now Been Sown

SENDING HYMN

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace and serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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