The Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 20, 2020
Calvary Lutheran Church

All those who are chosen, blessed, broken, and given, we
are called to live our lives with a deep inner joy and peace.
It is the life of the Beloved, lived in a world constantly
trying to convince us that the burden is on us to prove that
we are worthy of being loved.
Henri Nouwen
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PRELUDE

+ THE GATHERING +

WELCOME

Savior of the Nations, Come

OPENING HYMN
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INVOCATION

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.)
P: In the Name of the Father, and of the (+) Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

(Matthew 28:19)

C: Amen.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your
holy name. Amen.
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
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COLLECT
P:
P:

C:

Let us pray.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace
and might, free us from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that
willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all the world, for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.
+ SERVICE OF THE WORD+

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Pastor Mike

THE FIRST READING

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16

The first reading is from second Samuel chapter seven.
1 After the king was settled in his palace and the LORD had given him rest
from all his enemies around him, 2 he said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I
am, living in a house of cedar, while the ark of God remains in a
tent.” 3 Nathan replied to the king, “Whatever you have in mind, go ahead
and do it, for the LORD is with you.” 4 But that night the word of the LORD
came to Nathan, saying: 5 “Go and tell my servant David, ‘This is what the
LORD says: Are you the one to build me a house to dwell in? 6 I have not
dwelt in a house from the day I brought the Israelites up out of Egypt to
this day. I have been moving from place to place with a tent as my
dwelling. 7 Wherever I have moved with all the Israelites, did I ever say to
any of their rulers whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, “Why
have you not built me a house of cedar?” ’ 8 “Now then, tell my servant
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David, ‘This is what the LORD Almighty says: I took you from the pasture,
from tending the flock, and appointed you ruler over my people Israel. 9 I
have been with you wherever you have gone, and I have cut off all your
enemies from before you. Now I will make your name great, like the names
of the greatest men on earth. 10 And I will provide a place for my people
Israel and will plant them so that they can have a home of their own and no
longer be disturbed. Wicked people will not oppress them anymore, as they
did at the beginning 11 and have done ever since the time I appointed
leaders over my people Israel. I will also give you rest from all your
enemies. “ ‘The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a
house for you: 16 Your house and your kingdom will endure forever
before me ; your throne will be established forever.’ ”
P:
C:

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalmody

Annunciation and Magnificat from Holden Evening Prayer

Marty Haugen

The Annunciation
Luke 1:26-28, 30-32, 38

Leader: An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth to a woman
whose name was Mary. The angel said to here, “Rejoice, O highly favored,
for God is with you. You shall bear a child and his name shall be Jesus, the
Chosen One of God Most High.” And Mary said, I am the servant of my God,
I love to do your will.”
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The Magnificat

VERSES/CANTOR

Great and mighty are you, O Holy One,
Strong is your kindness evermore.
How you favor the weak and lowly one,
Humbling to proud of heart.
(TO REFRAIN V. 2)
Great and mighty are you, O Faithful One,
Strong is your justice, strong your love,
As you promised to Sarah and Abraham,
Kindness for evermore.
(TO RERAIN V. 3)
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THE SECOND READING

Romans 16:25-27

The Second Reading is from Romans, the sixteenth chapter.
25 Now to him who is able to establish you in accordance with my gospel,
the message I proclaim about Jesus Christ, in keeping with the revelation of
the mystery hidden for long ages past, 26 but now revealed and made
known through the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God,
so that all the Gentiles might come to the obedience that comes from
faith— 27 to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ!
Amen.
P:
C:

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLIMATION
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HOLY GOSPEL

Luke 1:26-38

The Holy Gospel is from Saint Luke, the first chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel
to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a
man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was
Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly
favored! The Lord is with you.” 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words
and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30 But the angel said to
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will
conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will
be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give
him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 34 “How will this be,”
Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel answered, “The
Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of
God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age,
and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth
month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.” 38 “I am the Lord’s
servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the
angel left her.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON Given
HYMN OF THE DAY

Pastor Middaugh

The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell, the third day he rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

(congregation may kneel or stand during prayers)
P: Lord, in Your mercy . . .
C: hear our prayer.

THE PREFACE
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through
Christ our Lord. In the blessedness of your saints you have given us a
glorious pledge of the hope of our calling; that, moved by their witness
and supported by their fellowship, we may run with perseverance the
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race that is set before us and with them receive the unfading crown of
glory. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:
SANCTUS

Marty Haugen and Susan Briehl
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and
said, “Take eat, this is My (+) Body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of me. “In the same way also He took the cup after supper,
and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them saying, “Drink of it, all
of you, this is My (+) Blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you for
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of me.”
C:

Amen.

+ THE DISTRIBUTION +

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P:

C:

Let us pray. Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven,
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have received the
Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, that
we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever.
Amen.
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+ SENDING +
BENEDICAMUS and BENEDICTION
P: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus.
C: Thanks be to God.
P: God, the creator + Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the
comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.
C: Amen.

Hark, the Herald Angels Sing

SENDING HYMN
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DISMISSAL
P:
C:

Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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