Nativity of Our Lord
Calvary Lutheran Church
December 24th, 2020

Organ Interlude

+ THE GATHERING +

WELCOME

O Come All Ye Faithful

GATHERING HYMN
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INVOCATION
P:
C:

In the Name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:

P:
C:

P:

C:

As we celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, God invites us to
come to him, confessing the ways we have fallen short and seeking
forgiveness and the new life He freely grants.
(please kneel or be seated as w e m ake our confession)

God of grace and truth, we come before you humbly with open hearts
confessing that
we have not always trusted you as our source of hope and
peace, we have not placed on you our worries and
concerns. We have been impatient with others and have not
loved as you have loved us. We seek your forgiveness now,
and ask you to lead us to celebrating the coming of your Son
during this great season of joy.
Today we lift up praises to God as we rejoice in the birth of His
Son. Because of Jesus’ ministry on earth and His sacrifice on the cross
we confidently live today in the knowledge of his love. I remind you
now that your sins are forgiven in the holy name of (+) Jesus Christ
who came and will come again.
Amen.
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Angels We Have Heard on High

HYMN OF PRAISE

COLLECT
P: Let us pray.
C: Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the
brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may
walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to
the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.
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FIRST READING
The First Reading is from Isaiah, the ninth chapter.

Isaiah 9:2-7

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in
the land of deep darkness a light has dawned. 3 You have enlarged the
nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at
the harvest, as warriors rejoice when dividing the plunder. 4 For as in the
day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the
bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. 5 Every warrior’s
boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for
burning, will be fuel for the fire. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is
given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of
the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will
reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it
with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of
the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.
L:The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
C:For to us a child is born, to us a son is given.
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Today is Born our Savior

PSALM 96

SECOND READING

Titus 2:11-14

11 For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all
people. 12 It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions,
and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present
age, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of
our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to
redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are
his very own, eager to do what is good.
L: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
C: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given.
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THE GOSPEL

Luke 2:1-20

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.
1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be
taken of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place
while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own
town to register. 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in
Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to
the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who
was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they
were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to
her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger,
because there was no guest room available for them. 8 And there were
shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at
night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them,
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the
people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is
the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly a great company of
the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on
whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and gone into
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see
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this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 16 So they
hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the
manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning
what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were
amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all
these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen,
which were just as they had been told.
P: Glory to God in the Highest.
C: And on earth peace, goodwill toward men.
SERMON Love Came Down

Pastor Middaugh

8

In the Bleak Midwinter

The Christmas Hymn
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

(please kneel as you are able, sit if you cannot – each petition concludes as follow s:)

P: Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
THE COMMUNION
THE PREFACE
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is truly good, right and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to you, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, for in the mystery of the Word made
flesh, you have given us a new revelation of your glory that, seeing you
in the person of your Son, we may know and love those things which
are not seen. Therefore, with angels and archangels and with the
company of heaven we laud and magnify your glorious name, evermore
praising you and singing:
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SANCTUS

Marty Haugen and Susan Briehl

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and
said, “Take eat, this is My (+) Body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of me. “In the same way also He took the cup after supper,
and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them saying, “Drink of it, all
of you, this is My (+) Blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you for
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of me.”
INVITATION
P: Come, for all is ready.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P:

C:

Let us pray. Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven,
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have received the
Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, that
we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever.
Amen.
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THE CAROLS (with candle lighting)

1 O little town of Bethlehem,
how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by;
yet in thy dark streets shineth
the everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.
2 For Christ is born of Mary,
and, gathered all above
while mortals sleep, the angels keep
their watch of wond’ring love.
O morning stars, together
proclaim the holy birth,
and praises sing to God the king,
and peace to all the earth!
3 How silently, how silently
the wondrous gift is giv’n!
So God imparts to human hearts
the blessings of his heav’n.
No ear may hear his coming;
but, in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him, still
the dear Christ enters in.
4 O holy Child of Bethlehem,
descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in,
be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
the great glad tidings tell;
oh, come to us, abide with us,
our Lord Immanuel!
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O Little Town of Bethlehem

1 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,

Away in a Manger

the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;
the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

2 The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.
I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky
and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.
3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay
close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in your tender care
and fit us for heaven, to live with you there.
Text: North American, 19th cent.

BENEDICTION

P:May we go with joy in our hearts and peace in our lives as we are
witnesses to God’s great plan for salvation. Through all the
celebrations of the coming days may the Lord bless you and keep
you, may he make is presence known to you and may he give you
the certainty of his peace and love.
C:Amen.
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Night of Silence, Silent Night
By Daniel Kantor
Sung by members of the Calvary Chancel Choir
Cold are the people, winter of life,
We tremble in shadows this cold endless night,
Frozen in the snow lie roses, sleeping, flowers that will echo the sunrise,
Fire of hope is our only warmth, Weary, its flame will be dying soon.
Voice in the distance, call in the night,
On wind you enfold us, you speak of the light,
Gentle on the ear you whisper softly, Rumors of a dawn so embracing,
Breathless love a waits darkened souls, Soon will we know of the morning.

Silent night, Holy night,
All is calm , all is bright,
R ound yon virgin, m other and child,
Holy infant, so tender and m ild.
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace
Spirit among us, shine like the star,
Your light that guides shepherds and kings from afar,
Shimmer in the sky so empty, lonely,
Rising in the warmth of your Son's love,
Star unknowing of night and day, Spirit we wait for your loving Son.
P: Go in peace and serve the Lord.
POSTLUDE
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