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PRELUDE
WELCOME

Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain

PROCESSIONAL HYMN

INVOCATION

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives our sin, whose
mercy endures forever.
C: Amen.
LENTEN OBSERVANCE
P: Friends in Christ, today we continue our journey through the historic
observance of Lent, remembering Jesus’ Passover from death to life, and
our life in Christ is renewed.
Throughout this ancient holy season, we remember our own
shortcomings: we are created to experience joy in communion with God,
to love one another, and to live in harmony with creation. But our sinful
rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, so that we
do not enjoy the life our creator intended.
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As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against
evil and resists whatever leads us away from the love of God and
neighbor. I invite you therefore, to the discipline of Lent – selfexamination and repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and
works of love – strengthened by the reminder of God’s love for us and
forgiveness.
C: Compassionate God, sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may
our fasting be hunger for justice, our alms, a making of peace;
and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
COLLECT
O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this
fallen world and rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us
into your light, that all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
CHILDREN’S TIME

Pastor Middaugh
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+SERVICE OF THE WORD+
FIRST READING

Numbers 21:4-9

The first reading is from Numbers chapter twenty-one.
4 They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go
around Edom. But the people grew impatient on the way; 5 they spoke
against God and against Moses, and said, “Why have you brought us up out
of Egypt to die in the wilderness? There is no bread! There is no water! And
we detest this miserable food!” 6 Then the LORD sent venomous snakes
among them; they bit the people and many Israelites died. 7 The people
came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we spoke against the LORD and
against you. Pray that the LORD will take the snakes away from us.” So
Moses prayed for the people. 8 The LORD said to Moses, “Make a snake
and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten can look at it and live.”
9 So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then when
anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, they lived.
P: This is the word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 107

Give Thanks to the Lord – Michel Guimont
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SECOND READING

Ephesians 2:1-10

The Second reading is from Ephesians chapter two.
1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you
used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of
the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are
disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the
cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest,
we were by nature deserving of wrath. 4 But because of his great love for
us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we
were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And
God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms
in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the
incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ
Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one
can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do
good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
P: This is the word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please stand and face the Celebrant)

HOLY GOSPEL

John 3:14-21

P: The Holy Gospel is from Saint John, the third chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man
must be lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in
him.” 16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For
God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save
the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but
whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not
believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 19 This is the verdict:
Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light
because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light,
and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed.
21 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be
seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight of God.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. C:
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Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON I'd Like a Simple Answer
HYMN OF THE DAY

Pastor Middaugh

God Loved the World So That He Gave

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell, the third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

(congregation may kneel or stand during the prayers)

P: Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
PREFACE

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
offer thanks and praise to you. O Lord, Holy Father through Christ our
Lord. You bid your people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy, for
the paschal feast. Renew our zeal in faith and life, and bring us to the
fullness of grace that belongs to the children of God. And so with the
Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, We praise your name and join
their unending hymn.
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SANCTUS

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son,
whom you sent in this end of the ages to save and redeem us and to
proclaim to us your will.
He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, in order
to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one, to crush hell
underfoot, to give light to the righteous, to establish his covenant, and to
show forth the resurrection, taking bread and giving thanks to you, said:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
Remembering then, his death and resurrection, we take this bread and
cup, giving you thanks that you have made us worthy to stand before
you and to serve you as your priestly people.
Amen.
INVITATION
P: Come now with joy to Emmanuel’s table. Feast at the banquet of
hope and love.
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AGNUS DEI

THE DISTRIBUTION
THE DISMISSAL
P: May the truly present Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen and keep you in body and soul unto life everlasting. Go in
peace.
C: Amen.
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LUTHER’S MORNING PRAYER

+SENDING+
BLESSING
P: May Christ, the wisdom and power of God, and the source of our life
together, keep you united in mind and purpose. And the blessing of
almighty God, the Father, the (☩) Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with
you always.
C: Amen.
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O Christ the Same

SENDING HYMN
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DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace, remember the poor, and be kind to one another.
C: Thanks be to God.
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